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Pinal County Air Quality Index (AQI) Forecasting Program 
Scott DiBiase 

September 24, 2013 

 

• The AQI Forecast Program in Pinal County started in 2007  
• The forecast covers PM10 and ozone in Pinal County and is in the Air Quality Index format (i.e. 

Number and AQI category/color code, Good, Moderate, Unhealthy for Sensitive Groups, etc.) 
• The forecast is updated Monday through Friday around noon and also on an as needed basis (i.e. 

nights, weekends, holidays, etc.) 
• The forecast is area/site specific in nature (i.e. PM10 in Cowtown, Maricopa, Casa Grande, PCH, 

Combs, Apache Junction, etc.) 
• There is one primary forecaster with two backup forecasters with a significant amount of 

coordination among the forecasters during periods of tough air quality forecasts (i.e. monsoon) 
•  A Health Watch for ozone and/or PM10 is issued if the AQI levels are expected to approach the 

health standards 
• A High Pollution Advisory (HPA) for ozone and/or PM10 are issued if the AQI levels are 

expected to exceed the health standards. When an HPA is issued there is coordination with the 
ADEQ forecasters to verify if they too are going to issue an HPA. From there the National 
Weather Service (NWS) is contacted in order for them to issue an air quality alert. 

• 829 EnviroFlash subscribers, 286 Twitter Followers 
• AQI Flag Program associated with the forecast: Six school districts, 57 locations which include 

public schools, public school district offices, charter schools and a head start program.  
• An example of a HPA forecast is on pages 2-4 below: 
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• For the years 2008-2012, approximately six out of every ten PM10 Exceedances are accurately 
forecasted (i.e. PM10 HW or HPA is issued on a PM10 Exceedance day) 

• Approximately four days/year are over forecasted (i.e. exceedance forecasted and didn’t occur) 
• See graphs below  
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Pinal County PM10 Exceedances vs. High Wind/Low Wind 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


