
 
 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING BY THE PINAL COUNTY PLANNING AND ZONING 
COMMISSION AT 9:00 A.M. ON THE 20th DAY OF OCTOBER, 2016, IN THE PINAL COUNTY 
EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER (EOC), BUILDING F, FLORENCE, ARIZONA, TO 
CONSIDER THE APPLICATION FOR A SPECIAL USE PERMIT FOR THE 
UNINCORPORATED AREA OF PINAL COUNTY, ARIZONA.            
  
SUP-015-15 – PUBLIC HEARING/ACTION: Eustolia V. Ornelas, landowner, Michael Corral, 
applicant, requesting approval of a Special Use Permit to operate a private motocross facility on 
a 12± acre parcel in the General Rural (GR) zone; situated in a portion of Sections 19 and 30, 
T4S, R10E G&SRB&M, tax parcel 201-21-005C (legal on file) (located approximately one mile 
east of Highway 79 in the Florence area). 
 
ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THIS MATTER MAY APPEAR AND SPEAK AT THE PUBLIC 
HEARING AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE DESIGNATED ABOVE. 
 
DOCUMENTS PERTAINING TO THIS CASE CAN BE FOUND ON THE NOTICE OF HEARING 
PAGE FOR THE P&Z COMMISSION AT: 
http://pinalcountyaz.gov/CommunityDevelopment/Planning/Pages/NoticeofHearing.aspx# 
 
 
DATED THIS 22nd DAY OF September, 2016, by Pinal County Community Development Dept. 
 
 
By:____________________________ 
 
Himanshu Patel, Community Development Director 
        
              
 
TO QUALIFY FOR FURTHER NOTIFICATION IN THIS LAND USE MATTER YOU MUST FILE 
WITH THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT A WRITTEN STATEMENT OF SUPPORT OR 
OPPOSITION TO THE SUBJECT APPLICATION.  YOUR STATEMENT MUST CONTAIN THE 
FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 
 

1) Planning Case Number (see above) 
2) Your name, address, telephone number and property tax parcel number (Print or type)  
3) A brief statement of reasons for supporting or opposing the request 
4) Whether or not you wish to appear and be heard at the hearing 

 
WRITTEN STATEMENTS MUST BE FILED WITH: 
PINAL COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
PO BOX 2973 (31 N. PINAL, BLDG. F) 
FLORENCE, AZ 85132 
NO LATER THAN 5:00 PM ON October 3, 2016. 
Contact for this matter: Evan Balmer 
E-mail Address: evan.balmer@pinalcountyaz.gov 
Phone #:  (520) 866-6452 Fax:  (520) 866-6435 
 
[Anything below this line is not for publication.] 
 
PUBLISHED ONCE: 
 
Florence Reminder & Blade Tribune 
 

http://pinalcountyaz.gov/CommunityDevelopment/Planning/Pages/NoticeofHearing.aspx
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RIVER BOTTOM                                               
MOTOCROSS 
             A Private Motocross facility  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Overview: 

River Bottom Motocross is a Private Motorcycle facility comprised of forty (40) Owners who all 
have an equal share of ownership in the property. River Bottom Motocross IS NOT a public 
facility. River Bottom Motocross is NOT designed to have public races. River Bottom Motocross 
is a facility designed for motocross enthusiasts to enjoy the sport in a safe, private environment 
on a schedule that is convenient to them. Two (2) tracks will be built on the property by Zap 
Trax, a professional track building company. One track will be for kids and the other will be for 
the bigger motorcycles. The facility is for Motorcycles only, ATV, Side by Sides and Sand Buggies 
will not be allowed on the track. The facility will be located on a private, secluded 12 acre parcel 
north and east of the town of Florence between the Fischer Gravel operation and the National 
Guard training facilities.  There are currently no services available to the property and there are 
no plans to request water, power or sewer service to the property. A substantial portion of the 
property is in the flood plain and its current use is as an illegal tire dump. The hours of access 
will be daylight hours. If the owners decide to add portable self generating lighting to the 
property we will seek additional authorization from the county 

 

Dust Control: 

Dust Control will be accomplished thru appropriate watering of the track. Historically tracks 
have been watered by water trucks, this has proven to be wasteful and an inaccurate way to 
place the water where it is needed. Watering at River Bottom Motocross will be accomplished 
by all weather above ground storage tanks with gas powered water pumps delivering the water 
via piping to sprinklers and hoses with nozzles to the areas of the track where it is needed. 
Watering by this method will allow us to use significantly less water and deliver it more 
accurately than the traditional method of a water truck. All owners will know how to operate 
the watering system so water can be applied as needed. We are working with 310 Dust Control 
on the system design and both 310 Dust Control and San Tan Water are anxious to provide 
water delivery. Permitting for a well may be requested in the future to allow filling of the 
storage tanks.  

 

 

 



 

Access and Traffic: 

Access to River Bottom Motocross will be via the existing private dirt road on the northern edge 
of the property. Improvements to the private road will be made by the owners to improve road 
conditions and limit access to properties. Dust control and maintenance will the responsibility 
of the owners of the private road. Access into the fenced property will limited to owners and 
guests allowed per owners rules. The property will be fenced and locked at all times with the 
appropriate NO TREPASSING signage on the perimeter fencing. There will be NO SIGN on 
Highway 79 noting of the facility. River Bottom Motocross is private and we are not seeking to 
advertise our location.  Access will be a single (1) locked gate on the northern edge of the 
property line. If the county feels it need additional land for the county to improve the canal 
road River Bottom Motocross will work with the county to provide the access for the 
improvements. Because River Bottom Motocross is private we anticipate approximately 100 
cars trips a week on the road. This was calculated upon 2.5 visits per week for each owner for a 
cumulative total of 100. Because it is difficult to pick the exact habits of individual owner’s 
theses are only estimates. Common sense would expect more visits during the winter months 
and on weekends, The number of 100 car trips per week could be an over estimate as many 
may not use the facility more than once a week.  

 

Property Improvements: 

As part of the property lies within the flood plain we will adhere to all applicable regulations. 
The existing corral on the property will be kept in its current location. A 20ft by 20ft concrete 
slab will be poured on the northwest corner of the corral. This slab is where River Bottom 
Motocross will put the porta potties for use by the owners and a portable storage unit. The 
storage unit will be for safety equipment (First Aid Supplies) for the owners.  As there are no 
services available to the property and the property is adjacent the Gila River there are NO plans 
for any foundational structures to be built on the property. There will be NO spectator 
bleachers on the property. The open areas on the northern edge of the property are for parking 
for the owners of the property. Overnight camping will be allowed by the owners, maximum 
time will be 72 hours. The Northeast parking area will easily accommodate 10 to 15 RVs for 
overnight parking. No storage of trailers or vehicles will be allowed on the property except 
those necessary for the maintenance of the property.  NO SERVICES will be provided. An area 
will maintained clear and marked for the landing of a helicopter in the event emergency air 
transport is required. Landscaping for shade and property enhancement will be done 
accordingly  

 

 



 

Noise Consideration: 

While we did not conduct a noise study specifically on this site we did obtain a Motocross track 
noise study by Harris, Miller, Miller and Hansen Inc (HMMH), a professional engineering firm in 
MA conducted in March of 2015 and the results are as follows. The study concluded that 
average bike pass at 50 ft is 95 Decibel (db) and the worst case scenario of 20 bikes together at 
a starting gate was a total of 108 db. River Bottom is designed without a starting gate and we 
will not conduct races so the maximum number is NOT applicable to out property.  Normal path 
of sound is downward and around which the location of River Bottom would be lower than the 
majority of the adjacent properties. Using Google earth we have concluded the following 
distances of the closest portion of the adjacent properties.  

 

Fischer Gravel Operation: 1700ft 

River Bottom Salon:  5600ft 

National Guard Offices: 4000ft 

Caliente Subdivision: 5200ft 

Prison: 6500ft 

 The Caliente Subdivision is up the hill, north of Price Rd, west of Hwy 79 and the National 
Guard Buildings will all provide a natural shield from potential noise. Similarly the gravel 
operation will provide noise buffet for the prison property. Studies have shown a busy street 
averages 70db for comparison 




