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HARTMAN:  This is Thursday, August 21
st
.  The Pinal 1 

County Planning and Zoning Commission, the regular monthly 2 

meeting.  We are in the Pinal County EOC room and thank you 3 

Commission Members for being here in attendance.  I – before 4 

we get too far along into the meeting, we do not have any 5 

minutes to be read and Steve is going to go ahead and tell us 6 

about that, but, but let me do something that I haven’t done 7 

in probably a year or more, I would like to call on the 8 

Commission Members, starting on my left with Commission Grubb, 9 

to introduce himself and then also give us his district and 10 

who his Supervisor is.  Commissioner Grubb, if you would. 11 

GRUBB:  Good morning, my name Bill Grubb.  I live in 12 

District 2, with representative – or not representative – but 13 

County Supervisor Cheryl Chase who has been a good friend of 14 

mine for many years and asked me to take this position.  I’m 15 

proud to serve this Commission.  I live in the Encanterra 16 

subdivision. 17 

HARTMAN:  If you would. 18 

DEL COTTO:  Good morning.  My name is Rand Del Cotto 19 

and I live in District 4, and Anthony Smith is our supervisor 20 

there. 21 

MORITZ:  Good morning, Jill Moritz and I am in 22 

District 5 representing Todd House, Supervisor of District 5, 23 

and he allows me to continue to participate.  And he’s the one 24 

Supervisor who shows up on a regular basis and we sure 25 
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appreciate your interest in what we do. 1 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  Mary Aguirre-Vogler from District 2 

4.  I live in the Red Rock area, and I was appointed many, 3 

many years ago, I think it’s been 20 years. 4 

HARTMAN:  Phillip “McD” Hartman from the Maricopa 5 

area, District 3.  Steve Miller is my Supervisor and I was 6 

just reappointed for another four year term.  I’ve gotta get 7 

that paperwork done today, but anyway.  Let me wait until this 8 

Commission Member gets over here and he can introduce himself.  9 

Frank, good morning. 10 

SALAS:  The introduction? 11 

HARTMAN:  Yes. 12 

SALAS:  Frank Salas, District 1. 13 

HARTMAN:  Who’s your supervisor? 14 

SALAS:  Rios. 15 

HARTMAN:  All right. 16 

GUTIERREZ:  Good morning, Dave Gutierrez, District 3 17 

and Steve Miller’s my Supervisor.  I’ve been doing this for 18 

year and a half, two years, more or less.  Thank you. 19 

SMYRES:  Butch Smyres, District 5, Todd House is my 20 

Supervisor and Todd is sitting in the audience this morning. 21 

PUTRICK:  I’m Larry Putrick, District 2 and Cheryl 22 

Chase is my Supervisor and I’m – I also serve as vice chairman 23 

on the Town Planning and Zoning, Florence Town Planning and 24 

Zoning. 25 
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HARTMAN:  And Larry, we’re very pleased to have you 1 

as our new Commission Member, thank you.  Okay, with that, 2 

I’ll go to Mark our PNZ attorney that represents us.  Mark, if 3 

you would, go ahead and introduce yourself. 4 

LANGLITZ:  Mark Langlitz, Deputy County Attorney, 5 

and yes I represent the PNZ following Patricia Grieb’s 6 

retirement.  I’m very pleased to do so and I pretty much work 7 

for all the Supervisors. 8 

HARTMAN:  And my comment with Mark, he’s already 9 

made it very clear that the Commission Members will have no 10 

conversation between Commissioner Members.  Thank you Mark, 11 

appreciate it.  Our acting manager - Steve it’s – in some 12 

places it says manager and different things, what – tell us 13 

about yourself, what is your title now? 14 

ABRAHAM:  My name is Steve Abraham.  I am the 15 

planning manager.  I am a Libra and – 16 

??:  He likes dancing. 17 

ABRAHAM:  I like dancing, yeah. I also, too, work 18 

for the Board of Supervisors and I’m very happy to be here as 19 

well.  I’m just the planning manager, I’m not the interim 20 

director.  We have a gentleman by the name Himanshu Patel 21 

who’s our acting director and I’ve been informed that the 22 

director search has been narrowed down to possibly three 23 

candidates, so Greg’s still noodling those applications right 24 

now, so he’ll be picking somebody shortly. 25 
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HARTMAN:  All right, go ahead with your staff, Evan, 1 

if you would. 2 

BALMER:  Evan Balmer, I’m a Planner I.  That’s all I 3 

got. 4 

HARTMAN:  And what’s your position, Evan? 5 

BALMER:  I’m a Planner I. 6 

HARTMAN:  Okay.  Ashlee. 7 

MACDONALD:  Ashlee MacDonald, I’m a Planner II.  8 

I’ve been here about eight years.  That’s it. 9 

HARTMAN:  All right. 10 

CHOW:  Leslie Chow, formerly with Public Works, now 11 

in the Community Development Department and I am the 12 

development division manager. 13 

HARTMAN:  All right, and Commission Member Vice 14 

Chair, just, just walked in and we’ll let him introduce 15 

himself. 16 

RIGGINS:  I believe you already did. 17 

HARTMAN:  No we didn’t, no. 18 

RIGGINS:  I’m Scott Riggins, I’m the Commissioner 19 

for the (inaudible) Florence area. 20 

HARTMAN:  What’s your District? 21 

RIGGINS:  District 1. 22 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  He’s not on mike. 23 

HARTMAN:  I’m just reminded by one of our 24 

Commissioner Members, you’re not on the mike.  If you would 25 



August 21, 2014  Regular Meeting 

 Page 5 of 106 

repeat that. 1 

RIGGINS:  Scott Riggins, Commissioner from District 2 

1. 3 

HARTMAN:  Who’s your supervisor? 4 

RIGGINS:  It would be Mr. Rios. 5 

HARTMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.  All right, with those 6 

introductions, I think, I think we’ve carried everything out 7 

up to planning director’s discussion.  Item number 2. 8 

ABRAHAM:  Thank you Mr. Chair.  A couple things to 9 

talk about today.  First this is the formal acceptance of 10 

Commissioner Anderson’s resignation, and we’d also like to 11 

welcome Commissioner Putrick to the Commission and we’d like 12 

to thank Commissioner Anderson for his service to Pinal County 13 

and volunteering his time and we look forward to working with 14 

Commissioner Putrick in the future.  Thank you.  Also, the 15 

community plan agenda is next, it’s in your packets, and the 16 

meeting will be at 9 a.m. right here in this room, next 17 

Thursday and we’ll have lunch and it should be over about 2-18 

ish, so right now I’ve got all of you on the schedule to 19 

attend, but if you can’t make it let me know, and it should be 20 

a good thing.  It’s put on by the ULI and it looks like that 21 

they’re going to have some great topics to talk about, so 22 

we’re really looking forward to that.  Also, kind of a big 23 

change in the way we do – this is the next item.  Kind of a 24 

big change in the way we do things.  Last month after the 25 
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meeting we had to take a look at a different way of doing the 1 

minutes, and we had some staffing issues that we needed to 2 

take care of on here, so we were kind of desperate to find a 3 

new solution to how we do our minutes and working with Mark 4 

and some of our friends in the Court, we chipped the minutes 5 

out and (inaudible) how much time it took, the effort that 6 

staff put into it and we decided – and of course we have a lot 7 

of benefits to this that I’m going to talk about in a second 8 

with the Commission – that I think this is probably a 9 

(inaudible) of doing things in the future.  One, it frees up 10 

staff to do some other things and attend to issues at the 11 

front, in the front office there.  Also it solves kind of a 12 

long-standing issue that we’ve been beating around the bush 13 

for many, many years about accuracy and the content of the 14 

minutes.  Ever since I started working here, we’ve always had 15 

this sort of con – not conflict, but discussion over how 16 

detailed should the minutes be, how not detailed would they 17 

be, with the understanding that the Supervisors end up looking 18 

at the minutes and they need to have a good understanding of 19 

what goes on at the Commission meetings.  So what we – if they 20 

have verbatim minutes, which these are what they end up being, 21 

they’re – it really takes that kind of question of accuracy 22 

out of it.  Now you don’t – aren’t – you aren’t going to have 23 

to vote on these because they’re certified by a court reporter 24 

and staff takes a look at them in terms of a mispronunciation 25 



August 21, 2014  Regular Meeting 

 Page 7 of 106 

or spelling of a name, that’s something that we would go in 1 

and check as well, but she works for our courts and she’s 2 

certified to the accuracy of these minutes.  So in lieu of 3 

this gigantic document, you’ll get an action report in your 4 

packets going over what you did at that particular meeting.  5 

The minutes will be available for your review, they’ll be on 6 

our website if you want to go in and get them.  So the legal 7 

requirements for your minutes are being met.  I think the 8 

functional requirement that we want to communicate an accurate 9 

sense of what happened at the meeting to the Supervisors is 10 

being met.  For our public and stakeholders, they know exactly 11 

what happens, so it seems like it’s all, all good points for 12 

transitioning to the new system.  So it is – it’s in your 13 

packet right now, it’s the action report, but if you have any 14 

questions or any thoughts on it, I’d certainly like to listen 15 

to it, but it ended up being cheaper, faster and more 16 

complete, so in my book that’s sort of the trifecta of 17 

changing the way we do things.  So that’s sort of the major 18 

discussion topic for today. 19 

HARTMAN:  All right Mark, your comments, as legal – 20 

as our legal person, your comments on this new writing of the 21 

minutes procedure and writing of the minutes. 22 

LANGLITZ:  Yes, thank you Mr. Chairman.  The State 23 

statute requires – it doesn’t require a lot of information.  24 

The State statute does not require the detail of transcribed 25 
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minutes, but certainly transcribed minutes meet the statutory 1 

requirement, and therefore it’s not really a legal 2 

determination, but one that as Steve just mentioned is for 3 

the, for the County and the department and the Commission. 4 

HARTMAN:  And Mark, the way I understand it, we do 5 

notify that peop – the public or the applicants that they’re 6 

on recording and anything that they say could, if we ever got 7 

into a legal dispute, be used, but the way I understand it, 8 

our minutes really aren’t to the detail that they wouldn’t 9 

have done much good in a legal matter.  Is that, that pretty 10 

much correct? 11 

LANGLITZ:  Yeah, Mr. Chair.  If I understand, the 12 

question is the, the prior way the minutes – 13 

HARTMAN:  Right. 14 

LANGLITZ:  Were taken – 15 

HARTMAN:  As a court complaint or whatever. 16 

LANGLITZ:  Well they could still be used to support 17 

or oppose a particular position if it was determined that the 18 

minutes reflected a particular action and somebody wanted to 19 

show what that, what that action was.  I don’t know that this 20 

change really has much of a legal impact, they certainly 21 

provide much more detail as to what occurred at the meeting, 22 

but again that’s - from a legal perspective, our concern was 23 

just that it met the statutory requirements and it does as far 24 

as the decision of whether it’s, you know, the County wants to 25 
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do it that way, that’s really within the administration to 1 

decide that, not the County Attorney’s Office. 2 

HARTMAN:  Thank you, Mark.  With that, we’re really 3 

kind of going – Steve, with your permission, we’re king of 4 

going into the discussion of the meeting item number 3. 5 

MORITZ:  Mr. Chairman? 6 

HARTMAN:  Commissioner Moritz. 7 

MORITZ:  I have two questions.  Work sessions are 8 

included in that? 9 

ABRAHAM:  Yes. 10 

MORITZ:  And everything we say is in that. 11 

ABRAHAM:  That is correct, yes.  And with verbatim 12 

minutes, and with the court reporter, there are some, some – 13 

what’s the word we’re – conduct of the Commissioners where 14 

they don’t talk – basically don’t talk over each other 15 

anymore, or – not that you did a lot of that, but everybody 16 

has, you know, there needs to be a more decorum, I guess, to 17 

the minutes because one of the issues is kind of listening to 18 

everything and she has to be able to type it in an accurate 19 

fashion. 20 

HARTMAN:  Commission Members, any, any other 21 

comments?  One of my thoughts is I, I originally have been on 22 

this Commission long enough to see that, that it used to be 23 

the chairperson signed the minutes after they were approved, 24 

only not on the draft but on the final reading of the minutes, 25 
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and then it got to the director, it got to the director was 1 

the one that always signed the minutes.  So I, I just kind of 2 

see as a dissolving of power of this Commission.  It’s a duty 3 

that we have had that we don’t need to have anymore, but 4 

government, government and – takes away from – I, I don’t 5 

think it’s a bad idea, but I just see it as a delusion – 6 

dissolution of the – of our authority as a Commission Member, 7 

and I think we’re really important.  So with that. 8 

LANGLITZ:  Mr. Chair, if I may, I just had another 9 

thought.  I believe one of the thoughts behind doing the 10 

verbatim minutes was to give the Supervisors more detail as to 11 

why the Commission decided a particular issue that it did.  If 12 

the – and it’s probably ultimately up to the Board to decide 13 

do they want this degree of detail in the minutes, is it 14 

helping them, is it more than what’s really necessary, and I 15 

think your views that you share with your supervisors would, 16 

you know, not be a bad thing to do.  And again ultimately the 17 

Supervisors would, you know, be able to say well we don’t – 18 

you know, we, we like this detail, we don’t like this detail, 19 

we like some of the this detail and kind of let it iron out.  20 

I suppose it’s probably, with any change, it’s, you know, 21 

maybe there’ll be a little trial and error here as to, as to 22 

how, as to how it works.  But if you’re displeased with some 23 

of the things, it’s probably, you know, have discussions with 24 

your Supervisors.  It’s just a thought that I have.  I’m just 25 
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sharing –  1 

HARTMAN:  (Inaudible), Mark.  Thank you for that.  2 

With that, I’m going to recognize Supervisor Todd House who’s, 3 

who is in the audience and Todd, you’re the only one of the 4 

Supervisors that really ever comes to this – these Commission 5 

meetings, and we do appreciate your being here.  So you’re 6 

basically sitting and listening to every word, and you’ll be 7 

able to reflect your thoughts on, on these – this new method 8 

of taking of minutes. 9 

HOUSE:  Yeah, I think by coming here personally I 10 

get more insight into what’s going on with each, each question 11 

that comes before the Board, rather than a short piece of 12 

paper and written, I have a lot more – I can see a lot more 13 

interaction of what’s happening with each individual zoning 14 

issue that comes up, and it gives me a better understanding 15 

of, of where it’s going and how the Commission sees that, and 16 

so I come here when I can to get a firsthand account of it.  I 17 

don’t know if I could – I know that it only takes what, three 18 

and a half hours to record, but it’d take me four and a half 19 

days to read, so maybe I’m being lazy.  It’s just easier for 20 

me to be here and listen firsthand and take into account, but 21 

– 22 

HARTMAN:  Have on that is, I would really flag each 23 

– in those – the different cases in those minutes so that the 24 

Supervisors, if they wanted to see a specific – 25 
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LANGLITZ:  And that’s going to be the plan, is that 1 

these things will be divided up by case and we’ve also – we’re 2 

considering some other things, beefing up the actual report 3 

that goes to the Supervisors and really outlining some of the 4 

key points in the reports and referring them to help the 5 

Supervisors out, like on page 56, here’s some critical 6 

discussion by the applicant.  I’d also like to use the 7 

opportunity to (inaudible) new system, it basically allows me 8 

to take 40 hour a week employee and use them for other 9 

purposes, rather than of Commission minutes.  That’s basically 10 

the kind of the net result of that. 11 

HARTMAN:  All right.  Thank you, Steve. 12 

GRUBB:  Mr. Chair? 13 

HARTMAN:  Yes, Commissioner Grubb. 14 

GRUBB:  Yeah, I’d like – thank you sir.  I’d like to 15 

speak in favor of the new plan.  I realize it takes some of 16 

the old things away, and the way we’ve always done things is 17 

not always the reason to stay doing the same thing over and 18 

over.  Mirroring some of the comments that Supervisor House 19 

said, I think it’s important that the Supervisor, for a 20 

particular area, understand not only what this Commission 21 

looked and the discussions we had, but it also give them the 22 

opportunity to watch and see those that they’ve appointed and 23 

how are they progressing and discussing the items in the best 24 

interests of the area that they’ve agreed to serve, and I 25 



August 21, 2014  Regular Meeting 

 Page 13 of 106 

think that’s an important point for the Supervisors, is that 1 

they get a chance to – Supervisor Chase gets a chance to see 2 

how I vote, instead of – and the discussions that I may have 3 

representing her in that area of the San Tan Valley. 4 

HARTMAN:  All right.  Thank you Commissioner Grubb.  5 

All right, Commission Members, if there’s – is there any other 6 

thoughts? 7 

PUTRICK:  Yes, I have a thought. 8 

HARTMAN:  Yes, go ahead Larry. 9 

PUTRICK:  (Inaudible) has to do with your initial 10 

comment about, that seems to me that we’re relinquishing an 11 

authority here by not reviewing and signing off on the 12 

minutes, and that’s my only comment.  I think that becomes a 13 

public record and we – we’re not reviewing it.  So if there’s 14 

a mistake there, okay?  That’s my only comment. 15 

HARTMAN:  All right. 16 

PUTRICK:  Thank you. 17 

HARTMAN:  Vice Chair, you moved the mike, are you 18 

ready? 19 

RIGGINS:  I suppose. 20 

HARTMAN:  Okay. 21 

RIGGINS:  I suppose.  Generally I would take the 22 

same tact as been expressed of a certain relinquishment of 23 

control.  However, in all fairness, one of the reasons in 24 

public process that minutes evolved in the way they did is the 25 
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impossibility to have an exact copy come out of a meeting.  1 

Minutes were reviewed because they needed to be because 2 

mistakes could be made in transcription, and certain things 3 

were corrected through public process, and sometimes the 4 

corrections weren’t always correct.  And if you actually get a 5 

situation to where you have a verbatim transcription and it is 6 

available in long form on the internet to where it can be refu 7 

– reviewed in its entirety, it actually becomes a more useful 8 

tool, not a less.  So I would say in this case I’ll reverse 9 

tact on some of the things I’ve said over the years and said 10 

well this does, in almost all ways probably makes sense.  And 11 

yes, it’s a break with tradition.  And that’s, and that’s an 12 

individual opinion. 13 

HARTMAN:  Thank you, Vice Chair.  Commissioner 14 

Gutierrez. 15 

GUTIERREZ:  Yeah, I had a question for Steve.  How 16 

long prior to the – or how long after the meeting will the 17 

transcript be posted online? 18 

ABRAHAM:  We are required to have an action report 19 

in three days, and the goal is to have it within five days to 20 

have the final version on the web. 21 

GUTIERREZ:  Okay, so we’d have plenty of time, I 22 

think, to review it online prior to the meeting if there was 23 

any, any issues, right? 24 

ABRAHAM:  Right.  And there is a methodology to 25 



August 21, 2014  Regular Meeting 

 Page 15 of 106 

report back to the court reporter of changes or corrections 1 

that need to be made.  I wouldn’t call them corrections 2 

because she’s typing exactly what everybody said, but if there 3 

are changes that need to be made, they can be funneled through 4 

staff and then she can actually certify those changes.  The 5 

idea was is that staff would handle that because that’s kind 6 

of our job is to make sure that that’s accurate, but if the 7 

Commissioners wanted to take the time to go through that – and 8 

I was personally thinking that you wouldn’t want to have to 9 

read through these in that way, but you can – there is a way 10 

to get those back to me, I can get them to the court reporter 11 

and the official copy can be changed to reflect that. 12 

GUTIERREZ:  I just think, you know, just one added 13 

comment, I just think it is a good move, I like it. 14 

HARTMAN:  One of the things, Steve, that I know on 15 

the tape, I don’t know how long – it seems like in previous 16 

years that the tapes don’t last too long.  I mean they get 17 

either thrown away or reused, and these will be permanent 18 

records, I would imagine, they’re on the transcript.  Maybe 19 

not the paper form, but what, what would you say that you’re 20 

legally required – how long are you legally required to keep 21 

the minutes? 22 

ABRAHAM:  With this new form the, the audio 23 

recording is a permanent record and it’s there for – and it’s 24 

digital now, so there’s – like right now our meeting is, it’s 25 
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going into cyberspace, so –  1 

HARTMAN:  Okay, that’s – that I didn’t know. 2 

ABRAHAM:  Yeah, just like the board meetings are all 3 

digital too.  You could, you know, Saturday afternoon listen 4 

to a Board of Supervisors meeting if you wanted to. 5 

HARTMAN:  All right, Mary?  Todd, Todd, yes, if you 6 

would. 7 

HOUSE:  I was just going to comment that in the 8 

future you’ll probably have video of this Commission and you 9 

might as well get used to it, because we’re already video live 10 

now, and I know that Tony Smith and myself don’t do makeup 11 

before, but we know that there will be – I would ultimately 12 

see this Commission being on video, live streaming for anybody 13 

in the chair – in the County see, and that would make it much 14 

easier for the Board of Supervisors  in the future to pick out 15 

any particular agenda item and just watch the proceedings, so.  16 

Now just get ready for it, it probably will be coming. 17 

HARTMAN:  Supervisor House, you realize that we’re 18 

not politically elected, we’re elected by our Supervisors. 19 

HOUSE:  Oh I understand, you’re all free to say what 20 

you want up here, I’m not trying to say any different.  It’s 21 

just technology is coming and we just need to be ready for it 22 

when it comes. 23 

HARTMAN:  All right.  Thank you for that comment.  24 

Okay, is there any more discussion on item number 3? 25 
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RIGGINS:  Mr. Chairman? 1 

HARTMAN:  Yes, Vice Chair. 2 

RIGGINS:  Just one last discussion for, for the 3 

people that’ll have to deal with this transcript and make it 4 

as appropriate as possible.  I’ve been in verbatim 5 

transcription situation before and several times and read 6 

through them, one of the real inaccuracy aspects of them is 7 

oftentimes allocating comments to who made them.  And that 8 

isn’t – you know, where you’ve been asked that everybody 9 

identifies themselves before they speak.  Well okay that works 10 

for the first six minutes, and then that goes away, and the 11 

meeting where there’s opposing viewpoints and even ideologies, 12 

oftentimes there can be two people speak at the same time, or 13 

three.  So that’s where that verbatim technology gets a little 14 

bit squishy.  But I’ll take a look at it as, as it goes on and 15 

if there’s anything I see personally that needs to be further 16 

documented on, I will in the future. 17 

ABRAHAM:  That’s fair. 18 

HARTMAN:  All right, with that, let’s go onto item 19 

number 4, Steve, if you will. 20 

ABRAHAM:  Your action report on the Board of 21 

Supervisors cases for July 23
rd
 and August 6

th
, it’s in your 22 

packets.  If you had any questions on how those two cases 23 

went, I’d certainly be able to answer that for you.  It was 24 

the – let’s see – that was the comp plan amendment for the air 25 
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strip out, way out west there.  It was also the comp plan 1 

amendment for the – was that the CNH case, New Holland case, 2 

and the Supervisors ended up approving the medical marijuana 3 

dispensary in Oracle. 4 

HARTMAN:  Steve, I see on the two comprehensive plan 5 

amendments, that that’s all they voted on, they did not vote 6 

on the SUPs that went with them, I believe. 7 

ABRAHAM:  Correct.  Our code requires that there’s a 8 

31 day cooling off period from comp plan amendments to zoning 9 

requests. 10 

HARTMAN:  All right.  That answers that question.  11 

Commission Members? 12 

GRUBB:  Mr. Chair? 13 

HARTMAN:  Yes, Commissioner Grubb. 14 

GRUBB:  On item PZPA-003-14, the second item, 15 

(inaudible). 16 

ABRAHAM:  (Inaudible) the 6 to 2 approval was 17 

correct on that one, if I remember correctly.  That was the 18 

case New Holland.  Do you remember what the Commission voted? 19 

MACDONALD:  It was unanimous. 20 

ABRAHAM:  It was unanimous?  Ashlee was the case 21 

coordinator, she says unanimous, so we’ll go with that. 22 

HARTMAN:  All right.  Thank you Commissioner Grubb.  23 

That might be a way that we can shed accuracy.  Okay.  24 

Appreciate it, your comments.  All right, with that, let’s go 25 
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into item number 5, and that is election of chair, vice chair. 1 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  I’d like –  2 

HARTMAN:  Mary Aguirre-Vogler? 3 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  I’d like to make a nomination of 4 

Scott Riggins for Chair and McD for Vice Chair. 5 

MORITZ:  I second it. 6 

HARTMAN:  And we have a second to that nomination.  7 

With that second, that forces me to call for a vote.  All 8 

those in favor, say aye. 9 

COLLECTIVE:  Aye. 10 

HARTMAN:  Opposed?  Hearing none, motion carried.  11 

With that, as previous chair and now vice chair, Mr. Chairman 12 

I turn over the gavel to you. 13 

RIGGINS:  I guess I’m the winner. 14 

HARTMAN:  I hear the train a comin’. 15 

RIGGINS:  Okay, well thank you very much for – 16 

HARTMAN:  Thank.  Commissioner Members thank you.  17 

I’ve been chair for quite a while and I think it’s definitely 18 

time to change, and I, I would like to say one thing that as 19 

vice chair, is if you would, Commission Members, kind of look 20 

at the cases we have and if the case is from your area, if you 21 

make the motion, I’d – as vice chair I’d appreciate it.  Now I 22 

think our chair, because he won’t be making motions any more, 23 

will go along with, with that fact that if it’s in your area, 24 

if you would consider making the motion. 25 



August 21, 2014  Regular Meeting 

 Page 20 of 106 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  That’s how it used to be. 1 

HARTMAN:  That’s the old way.  But anyway, that’s in 2 

the future, that might be a good idea to consider.  Thank you.  3 

Mr. Chairman. 4 

RIGGINS:  Well, are we going to switch seats? 5 

HARTMAN:  Yes, we’re gonna – you get the high chair. 6 

RIGGINS:  Oh, is it a taller chair?  I didn’t know. 7 

HARTMAN:  I get to get over by Frank.  Frank don’t 8 

get me in trouble now.   9 

SALAS:  Congratulations (inaudible) a good job. 10 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  And we thank McD, Chairman McD for 11 

all of his years of service as being chair. 12 

[Applause.] 13 

HARTMAN:  Thank you.  It has really been a pleasure 14 

for me to serve on Pinal County Planning AND Zoning.  I was 15 

just reappointed, like I said, for another four years, do I’m, 16 

I’m with you for a while more anyway.  Thank you Commission 17 

Members.  My pleasure. 18 

RIGGINS:  And I also might add that I do miss a 19 

meeting from time to time, so he will be chair again. 20 

HARTMAN:  And what about lateness? 21 

MORITZ:  And if it’s late? 22 

RIGGINS:  I know.  Now you’ve forced me to actually 23 

be on time from now on.  Okay.  Well, we have taken care of 24 

item 5 on the agenda, and we will move onto new cases.  Our 25 
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first case is SUP-008-14, and could we go ahead and begin the 1 

case? 2 

BALMER:  Mr. Chairman, members of the Commission, 3 

SUP-008 is located north of Judd Road, west of Gary in the San 4 

Tan Valley area.  The request is for a special use permit to 5 

operate a dog boarding facility on 2.3 acres.  The applicant 6 

is Frances Evans.  Here’s the county map.  You can see it’s in 7 

the San Tan Valley area.  The area map, it – the parcel is 8 

zoned GR, as are most of the parcels in the vicinity.  The 9 

comprehensive plan designation on that parcel is very low 10 

density residential.  Again, the existing zoning is GR.  11 

Here’s an aerial of the subject property.  The applicant’s 12 

site plan.  Photos were taken from directly in front of the 13 

subject property.  This is looking north on Bonnie Lane into 14 

the subject property.  This is east on Bonnie Lane.  South 15 

across Bonnie Lane.  West.  There are ten stipulations 16 

associated with this case.  That concludes my presentation, 17 

but I would be happy to answer any questions you may have. 18 

RIGGINS:  Anyone from the Commission, questions? 19 

HARTMAN:  I – Evan, there’s some letters that we 20 

received – that you received. 21 

BALMER:  Correct, Mr. Chairman, Commissioner 22 

Hartman, we received two letters in opposition, one from 23 

within 300 feet and one from within 600 feet. 24 

HARTMAN:  And no other letters. 25 
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BALMER:  No other letters. 1 

HARTMAN:  Letters of support? 2 

BALMER:  No sir. 3 

HARTMAN:  All right, thank you Evan. 4 

GRUBB:  Mr. Chairman? 5 

RIGGINS:  Yes. 6 

GRUBB:  Over here. 7 

RIGGINS:  There we are. 8 

GRUBB:  Here I am.  I don’t know if everybody else 9 

had the problem, but I’m missing page three in the packet. 10 

RIGGINS:  Well actually page two and page four are 11 

on the same page, so –  12 

GRUBB:  There’s no three in between. 13 

RIGGINS:  I think maybe we might have a numbering 14 

issue there. 15 

GRUBB:  No, it does not flow. 16 

RIGGINS:  No, it doesn’t flow. 17 

GRUBB:  It does not flow, it’s missing the 18 

information that we would need on the staff report. 19 

ABRAHAM:  I’ll go make a copy of the Commissioners. 20 

RIGGINS:  We should probably then wait until we get 21 

that copy back before we proceed. 22 

GRUBB:  I would think so. 23 

RIGGINS:  Any other questions or comments concerning 24 

the case while the technical issue is dealt with? 25 
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GRUBB:  Yes, Mr. Chairman. 1 

RIGGINS:  Yes. 2 

GRUBB:  I have a couple.  In one of, one of the 3 

letters said that that community HOA does not allow businesses 4 

to be operated, do we know that for a fact? 5 

RIGGINS:  I’m sure we’ll have the applicant speak to 6 

that. 7 

GRUBB:  Okay.  And the other things is taking care 8 

of waste and the potential noise problem with barking dogs 9 

(inaudible). 10 

RIGGINS:  I do myself.  In fact I saw a comment made 11 

in the staff report concerning a dog boarding facility being 12 

less an intensive use than a stable, and I don’t know if I 13 

particularly concur with that opinion, so – but we will 14 

definitely have those issues addressed during the, during 15 

presentation. 16 

HARTMAN:  Chairman.  Mr. Hartman. 17 

RIGGINS:  Yeah, I know that.  Commissioner Hartman. 18 

HARTMAN:  All right, now you stated that one of the 19 

requirements of that court recording is that the person be 20 

identified, you really want to concentrate on that.  Mr. Grubb 21 

spoke over there and nobody identified him.  He just – you 22 

gave him the right to speak but – we’re just killing time.  23 

Anyway, all right.  On that –  24 

GUTIERREZ:  (Inaudible). 25 
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HARTMAN:  Yes.  Hey, actually it’s kind of, it’s 1 

kind of hard for me to step down as chair to vice chair.  I’m 2 

thinking of the things that I gotta – the new role that I’ve 3 

got to play as just a regular Commission Member.  All right, 4 

on the site plan, special use permit, the site deal in page 5 

number – no page number, but it’s an aerial view.  I just 6 

wonder, there’s some little buildings and we’ll ask the 7 

applicant when the applicant comes, but there’s some little 8 

buildings against the side and I, I’d kind of like to know 9 

what the intended use of those buildings that are against the 10 

property line on the west, west boundary.  So with that, we’re 11 

being handed out – 12 

RIGGINS:  Okay.  If there are no other questions 13 

going forward, we’ll go ahead and open up the public meeting 14 

and ask the applicant to come forward on case SUP-008-14.  15 

Good morning, and if you could please sign your name.  Your 16 

name and address, I believe. 17 

EVANS:  …a dog trainer for 14 years.  I originally 18 

started out training – herding dogs, which is considered the 19 

most demanding of all the dog sports, and I was a successful 20 

at that.  I put several championships on the dogs.  I’ve 21 

worked with other people.  But as I’m getting a little bit 22 

older, it’s just getting too physical for me.  So I wanted to 23 

continue with the skill set that I’ve developed over the 24 

years, and so boarding makes sense for me.  I really 25 



August 21, 2014  Regular Meeting 

 Page 25 of 106 

understand dogs.  I bought this property two years ago in this 1 

very low density area.  In fact several of these lots are not 2 

occupied at this time, and then I determined that this is 3 

something I wanted to pursue and that’s why I’m here to see if 4 

I can get this permit to do this.  And I’m sure there are 5 

quite of few questions, so I’ll be happy to answer those. 6 

RIGGINS:  Okay.  Commissioner Members, do we have 7 

questions for the applicant? 8 

PUTRICK:  Yes sir.  I’m Commissioner Putrick. 9 

RIGGINS:  Commissioner Putrick. 10 

PUTRICK:  Yeah, I have a couple questions.  One of 11 

the letters in opposition to you doing this stated that the 12 

HOA where you are – I don’t even know if there’s an HOA – does 13 

not allow businesses to be operated? 14 

EVANS:  I’m not aware that there is an HOA. 15 

PUTRICK:  Okay. 16 

EVANS:  Perhaps the County people might know more 17 

about that than I do.  This is a neighborhood, I don’t know if 18 

you’re familiar with it, but it’s kind of behind where that 19 

Wal-Mart is at Hunt Highway and Gary Road.  It’s a 20 

neighborhood that’s been there for very long time.  There are 21 

subdivisions going in around us, but there’s still this island 22 

there that is very rural in nature. 23 

PUTRICK:  Thank you. 24 

EVANS:  If there’s an HOA, I’m not aware of it. 25 
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PUTRICK:  Okay, and then the two questions I had 1 

were mitigation of noise and what are you going to do with the 2 

waste.  I know you said in your, in your application that 3 

you’re going to clean it up right away and you’re going to put 4 

something on it, but, but what are you going to do with it?  5 

Where is it going to go? 6 

EVANS:  Well I have a station where the poop would 7 

be picked up promptly, covered with lime, which is for the 8 

smell and for the flies, and then once a week it would just be 9 

taken off the property in my, my garbage, as far as I’m 10 

concerned.  As far as I know, there’s no restriction to that, 11 

so it’ll just be removed off the property, taken to the 12 

landfill. 13 

PUTRICK:  Okay.  So it’ll be gone. 14 

EVANS:  Yes. 15 

PUTRICK:  And we -  16 

EVANS:  In the meantime, I will be dealing with, but 17 

it won’t just be sitting there.  Lime is amazing.  If you guys 18 

have dogs and you have an issue in your backyard, $8, 50 pound 19 

bag, Home Depot.  Every time you put – pick up the poop, cover 20 

it, gets rid of the flies.  It’s amazing stuff. 21 

PUTRICK:  Okay, and then for the staff, is that a 22 

state – her statement about being thrown in the waste and 23 

carried off to the dump, is that, is that legal? 24 

BALMER:  Mr. Chairman, members of the Commission, to 25 
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the best of my knowledge, that – I don’t think there are any 1 

issues with that.  That would be okay. 2 

PUTRICK:  Okay, I’m satisfied. 3 

RIGGINS:  Other Commissioners?  Commissioner Smyres. 4 

SMYRES:  Chairman Riggins, ma’am, the property that 5 

you have now, is it fenced? 6 

EVANS:  Actually there’s a small area that is not 7 

fenced, but I won’t be using that.  But there are fences on 8 

the place when I bought the property, that had been there for 9 

a while.  There was existing fence, and then I put up a little 10 

bit more fencing because my idea is to have fenced in areas 11 

within fenced in areas.  This is something I take very 12 

seriously.  My dogs will not be getting away.  I take my dogs 13 

with – in my case, as I say, dealing with the herding thing, I 14 

have dealt with dogs worth thousands of dollars.  I – you 15 

don’t lose a dog and that’s one way of doing it, is to put up 16 

fencing within fencing. 17 

SMYRES:  Looking at your site plan, up in what would 18 

be kind of the northeast corner, it backs up to the property 19 

to the immediate north of you and to the east, is that area 20 

fenced with like a chain-link fence or something like that? 21 

EVANS:  Yes. 22 

SMYRES:  Do you know if the neighbor to the north of 23 

you, what type of animals he has?  Does he have horses, cows? 24 

EVANS:  I know they have a couple of dogs.  It’s new 25 
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neighbors, they’ve only been there for a couple months.  They 1 

have a couple of nice older dogs that come out and 2 

(inaudible).  But they’re not even out there that much, but 3 

they have two dogs at this point.  That’s all I’m aware of. 4 

SMYRES:  I also noticed your narrative, you were 5 

talking about the vegetation.  As I’m looking at the aerial, I 6 

don’t see a lot of vegetation along the property lines. 7 

EVANS:  There’s vegetation from Bonnie Lane, but yes 8 

you’re right, back there – and then some vegetation on the 9 

west side.  There is not a lot of vegetation.  It’s definitely 10 

(inaudible) desert area out there.  And the person who had 11 

this before me, had horses and so there’s, you know, they have 12 

– that was their arenas back there.  Some of what you’re 13 

seeing is horse fencing that I went back and I added what’s 14 

called fill fencing.  I don’t know if you’re familiar – it has 15 

four by six inch openings because horse, horse fencing won’t 16 

hold in dogs.  So I’ve gone back and so now there is layers of 17 

fencing there. 18 

SMYRES:  How much vegetation is there on your north 19 

property line between you and the guy to the north of you? 20 

EVANS:  There isn’t any, and if you go back to the – 21 

where the surveyor did that, if it – right – okay – see where 22 

the buildings wrap?  Right behind it says exercise area. 23 

SMYRES:  Yes ma’am. 24 

EVANS:  If it’s going to be an issue, I don’t really 25 
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need that other exercise area.  This is, well 2.3 acres, 1 

plenty of room there t exercise dogs and work with them 2 

outside, without them having to go right up against the 3 

neighbor’s property.  So, and I certainly understand.  Nobody 4 

wants to have a bunch of dogs in their backyard barking 5 

outside.  Nobody wants this.  This area, it’s very animal 6 

friendly.  When you go outside there you’re going – I have a 7 

burro that lives right across the street from me, a burro that 8 

lives right up there, there’s lots of dogs, there’s chickens 9 

and roosters, but having said that, that doesn’t mean you want 10 

a bunch more dogs out there barking, because you’re going to 11 

hear animal sounds.  These dogs will always be monitored.  And 12 

I’ve dealt a lot with dogs.  A lot of times dogs bark because 13 

they’re bored or they’re nervous or whatever, once you take 14 

away those underlying issues, there isn’t a lot of barking.  15 

If I do get dogs that just, for whatever reason they bark so 16 

much in their life, they just won’t quit barking, they simply 17 

won’t get an invite back.  I don’t want to listen to dogs any 18 

more than anybody else does.  I’m the one that’s out there in 19 

the middle of it, and I will be there, and I’m not going to 20 

just have a dog barking and barking.  They won’t get an invite 21 

back. 22 

SMYRES:  Again, looking at the aerial view, are 23 

there buildings right along the west property line?  Were 24 

those buildings there when you purchased the property? 25 
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EVANS:  Yes.  The previous people had horses and 1 

they built these buildings.  They’re shades.  Actually, a 2 

couple of them, I’m not exactly sure what they used them for.  3 

Right now my chickens have a very generous run is all I can 4 

say, and I’ve stored some things back there in the way you can 5 

to fill up these buildings.  They don’t really – other than 6 

they do provide a barrier, they don’t – I’m not actually using 7 

them as far as the dogs are concerned. 8 

SMYRES:  Thank you. 9 

MORITZ:  Mr. Chairman? 10 

RIGGINS:  Commissioner Moritz. 11 

MORITZ:  If I read this correctly, the letter of 12 

opposition within 300 feet is the northern portion of your 13 

property and (inaudible). 14 

EVANS:  Yes. 15 

MORITZ:  Okay.  And then enclosed in our packet was 16 

the letter from the Gila River Indian Community indicating 17 

that they thought an archeological survey be done, is that 18 

something you’re anticipated or that is -  19 

EVANS:  I read that.  20 

MORITZ:  Yeah. 21 

EVANS:  I read that and I thought oh my goodness.  22 

And then I read a little bit deeper, and it said something 23 

about there’s a documentation only necessary – I think if you 24 

look at this, you can see this has been used for a very long 25 
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time, it had horses there before.  If there are any – if there 1 

were any artifacts, they’re, they’re not there now. 2 

ABRAHAM:  Ms. Evans? 3 

EVANS:  (Inaudible) into virgin territory and 4 

changing anything, this is, as you can see, this has been like 5 

this for a very long time. 6 

ABRAHAM:  Ms. Evans, can you get a little closer to 7 

the mike please? 8 

EVANS:  Oh, I’m sorry. 9 

ABRAHAM:  Thanks. 10 

EVANS:  But if you read a little bit – when it went 11 

on a little bit, I saw something that referred where there’s 12 

just like a letter maybe already on file or something for that 13 

area, it’s not something where there will actually have to be 14 

someone come out and, and check, because they’re not likely to 15 

find – other if it’s an old rusty horseshoe, they’re not going 16 

to – liable to find very much, so I think that would be 17 

covered there, as I understood the letter. 18 

RIGGINS:  I have a question concerning the same.  19 

The level of – if this SUP is approved, the level of 20 

construction that you would be doing out there is what?  21 

Mostly post holes maybe for fencing? 22 

EVANS:  Yes. 23 

RIGGINS:  And that’s about the entire level of any 24 

kind of disturbance that this SUP would require?  The kennel 25 
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already exists? 1 

EVANS:  What I want to do is bring in a building 2 

that will be on skids, a temp –  3 

RIGGINS:  A portable building. 4 

EVANS:  A portable building, yes.  You’ve seen them 5 

on the side of the road.  Weather King makes these, they’re 6 

really rather well built, they’re attractive, and it will go 7 

back there in front of where those existing buildings are at.  8 

And I’d already spoken with the – what the requirements are 9 

and that seems to fit in.  But they will be on skids, it will 10 

not be something where I’ll be digging or –  11 

RIGGINS:  So there’s no foundations, there no 12 

anything, you’re just setting on the ground with a temporary 13 

building and having some post holes for fencing. 14 

EVANS:  Yes. 15 

RIGGINS:  Thank you very much. 16 

SALAS:  Mr. Chairman? 17 

RIGGINS:  Commission Salas. 18 

SALAS:  Frances, how many dogs do you intend to 19 

keep? 20 

EVANS:  12 is – I would find very manageable. 21 

SALAS:  Okay. 22 

MORITZ:  Mr. Chairman? 23 

RIGGINS:  Commissioner Moritz. 24 

MORITZ:  And are these – any of these rescue animals 25 
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that come from the County, or are they strictly individual 1 

owner, pet owners who come to you for care? 2 

EVANS:  Individual pet owners who bring their 3 

beloved dog, (inaudible) with the blankets and everything, 4 

yes.  Individuals (inaudible). 5 

GUTIERREZ:  Mr. Chair. 6 

RIGGINS:  Commissioner Gutierrez. 7 

GUTIERREZ:  Commissioner Gutierrez.  On the – 8 

regarding the Weather King building that you’re planning to 9 

put there, will the kennels be inside – built inside the 10 

building itself? 11 

EVANS:  It will be inside the building.  This is my 12 

plan.  It will be inside the building, insulated, air 13 

condition, heated, with a monitor on it, yes. 14 

GUTIERREZ:  So the majority of time, the majority of 15 

the time the canines will be held inside the building? 16 

EVANS:  My schedule will be as follows:  Roughly two 17 

to three hours outside in the mornings in the exercise area.  18 

One – depending on the weather, like this time of year, really 19 

no dog wants to be outside for two or three hours in the 20 

middle of the day, and then in the evening.  There will be a 21 

lot of outside exercise time.  I – in my past, my work was 22 

with herding dogs, and they require a lot of exercise, energy, 23 

playing, and I’m just kind of used to doing that, and if I’m 24 

outside piddling around, which I’m that kind of girl, I’m 25 
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always messing with my chickens or whatever, then the dogs 1 

will just be out there with me.  Yes, they will be inside 2 

there where they will be safe, in an air conditioned area 3 

during the middle of day, at nighttime, but there will be a 4 

lot of time for them to be outside also. 5 

GUTIERREZ:  And will they be monitored when they’re 6 

outside? 7 

EVANS:  Absolutely. 8 

GUTIERREZ:  By camera or -  9 

EVANS:  No, they will be monitored, just I will be, 10 

I will be there, or if I have to, bring in some help.  Anytime 11 

they’re outside, they will be monitored.  I will not lose a 12 

dog. 13 

GUTIERREZ:  Okay.  Thank you. 14 

RIGGINS:  Commissioner Grubb. 15 

GRUBB:  Thank you.  Again on this building, you 16 

know, in recent – in light of the recent issues with a dog 17 

boarding kennel, what are your plans in the event of an 18 

emergency where something like this occurs, how are you 19 

backing yourself up because you decided to run down to Wal-20 

Mart and – I mean who’s going to be on the property to monitor 21 

the dogs if you are down at Wal-Mart of Fry’s or wherever? 22 

EVANS:  Well there, there may be times when there 23 

will be short periods when there won’t be someone there, just 24 

as like right now if you have dogs, they’re at home.  I think 25 
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the main thing is, is you make sure ahead of time that you 1 

make things – just like you do in your home – as safe as 2 

possible.  If I have to do something electrical, it will be by 3 

a licensed electrician.  I will do – make every effort 4 

possible to keep dogs safe.  My beloved ten year old border 5 

collie is home right now and there’s no one there with her and 6 

she is a confirmation and herding champion, but this does 7 

happen that sometimes – if I had a ten year old child, I might 8 

say I’ll be right back, you know, but I will make every, every 9 

– like what happened at Green Acres.  That was horrible 10 

planning.  Only a fool would put a bunch of dogs in a small 11 

area.  They’re not contained, they’re nothing, and then you 12 

walk away from that?  That should never have happened.  That 13 

is not something that any reputable boarding business would 14 

ever allow to happen. 15 

GRUBB:  Thank you. 16 

RIGGINS:  Commissioner Smyres. 17 

SMYRES:  Ma’am, if I understand it correctly, this 18 

will be strictly a boarding operation.  There will be no dog 19 

breeding, that type situation.  And then on one of the letters 20 

-  21 

EVANS:  And I assume – one of the letters does 22 

mention breeding, which was a surprise to me.  Well the people 23 

live just due north of me that mentioned breeding.  Both of my 24 

dogs, I have two dogs, they both come from championship lines, 25 
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one as I said is a confirmation and herding champion, the 1 

other one is 11 months old – hopefully he will be a herding 2 

champion some day – they’re both fixed.  I don’t breed.  3 

Nobody should breed unless you are a reputable breeder, that 4 

you have proven that the mother and the father have been 5 

checked for genetic diseases, and you have someone sign a 6 

contract that if this does not work out, we will take the dog 7 

back.  That’s the dog world that I live in.  There will be no 8 

breeding on my part. 9 

SMYRES:  Thank you. 10 

MORITZ:  Mr. Chairman? 11 

RIGGINS:  Commissioner Moritz. 12 

MORITZ:  The other letter about (inaudible), could 13 

you point out if it’s this map or seen, where that is? 14 

EVANS:  I saw the letter.  I did look (inaudible).  15 

I think that’s – I’m not sure, I think that’s a rental.  I 16 

know there have been different people live there while I live 17 

there.  (Inaudible).  I don’t know who the other people are. 18 

MORITZ:  Okay.  Do we –  19 

BALMER:  Mr. Chairman, Commissioner Moritz, it’s 20 

actually north of the subject property, off of I-Bar Road, so 21 

it’s within the 600 feet notification area, but not by much.  22 

But they are one street north of the property. 23 

MORITZ:  Okay. 24 

RIGGINS:  Any other questions, Commissioners? 25 
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HARTMAN:  Mr. Chairman?  Mr. Chairman? 1 

RIGGINS:  Commissioner Hartman. 2 

HARTMAN:  Frances, I – excuse me – I’ll turn my mike 3 

on.  Frances, I was kind of concerned by the fact that there’s 4 

not a stipulation.  You say that you’re going to utilize a 5 

portable building for a dog residence, and there’s nothing in 6 

here that really says the distance from the fence that you 7 

will be putting that building, and I was just thinking if - 8 

before it was explained that the people that sent the letter 9 

in are actually not the – your adjacent people, but I was 10 

thinking to myself now in mind – well I have seen it happen if 11 

you get a neighbor that is really objecting to what you’re 12 

doing and you’re totally legal, you might just kind of – and 13 

multiply the problem by putting that shelter right close to 14 

the fence.  So, you know, tell us exactly what – how you’re 15 

going to be moving or where this, this shelter’s going to be. 16 

EVANS:  If you go back to the – where the survey is 17 

Evan.  I know there’s always – I’m not – I know there’s always 18 

a setback on any housing or whatever.  Okay.  You can see the 19 

house there – shall I just walk over there?  Well you can’t 20 

hear me if I do that. 21 

RIGGINS:  No, we can see it, you’re fine.  We have a 22 

picture in our -  23 

EVANS:  Okay.  That – where I’ve kind of marked in 24 

it where it says kennel, that will be where I want to set it.  25 
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And behind that will be those small buildings that you guys 1 

talk about.  So let’s say someone does – right now it’s empty 2 

territory, but let’s say someone does move in next to me, they 3 

won’t even see it.  There’s already those buildings that are 4 

pre-existing that are there, and as far as me just saying well 5 

I’m just going – no I’ve been a landowner/homeowner in Pinal 6 

County for 30 years.  I’ve always gotten along with my 7 

neighbors and I intend to keep that up.  I’m not going to do 8 

anything to goad my neighbors, no. 9 

HARTMAN:  Thank you.  That, that – and that gets 10 

back to the thing that the special use permit, your special 11 

use permit, once you establish this, you can sell this 12 

property and the next people can go ahead and utilize it as a 13 

dog kennel. 14 

EVANS:  (Inaudible) setbacks that would cover this 15 

be legal.  I think we discussed that. 16 

BALMER:  That is correct.  And the project will go 17 

through the site plan review process, and we’ll work all those 18 

details out.  But there will be setbacks. 19 

HARTMAN:  Well and I think that if you’ll look at 20 

it, there’s not a tax base on a portable structure, because 21 

I’ve had that on a house barn that I had that was portable, 22 

and they tried to say that that was taxable and I said no, 23 

it’s portable.  And they admitted that it was portable, so you 24 

know, you will have to adhere those setbacks, though, if you 25 
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realize that. 1 

EVANS:  I have no – I have no problem.  Especially 2 

on two and a half acres, why would you just – that wouldn’t – 3 

HARTMAN:  (Inaudible) intend to abide by those? 4 

EVANS:  (Inaudible) them, I could not repeat them 5 

back to you at this moment, but yes I have read them and I’ve 6 

discussed them with Evan and right now I can’t remember what 7 

one of them is, but no, I would have no – I do not intend to 8 

offend my neighbors.  In fact, because there will be no 9 

commercial signage out front, because this will strictly be by 10 

appointment only, my neighbors won’t even know that it’s 11 

there, unless I contact them in some way.  Because they may 12 

want to know it’s there, because we’re all looking for a good 13 

place to leave our dogs, and this will be an excellent for 14 

that. 15 

HARTMAN:  Thank you.  Chairman Riggins.  There’s one 16 

thing that kind of concerns me, is on that portable building 17 

there’s no stipulations that say that that’s what Frances is 18 

going to use, is a portable structure.  I’d like whoever makes 19 

the motion to maybe consider that being in there, because 20 

remember, an SUP is restricted by the stipulations that you 21 

see before us here.  All right, thank you. 22 

??:  Chairman? 23 

RIGGINS:  Commissioners? 24 

MORITZ:  Mr. Chairman? 25 
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RIGGINS:  Commissioner Moritz. 1 

MORITZ:  I agree with the Vice Chairman.  I think we 2 

need to have something that’s in the stipulations that 3 

outlines setbacks and location and intent. 4 

RIGGINS:  I concur concerning the difference between 5 

a stick-built building and a portable, however, the setbacks 6 

will be totally addressed in site plan review.  If they don’t 7 

meet the specs to the GR zoning, they – it won’t happen, so I 8 

don’t know if we need to get that specific. 9 

EVANS:  Aren’t they already just a part of, as I 10 

understood, that the setbacks are established.  This is – 11 

BALMER:  That is correct.  There are established 12 

setbacks for this zone and part of the site plan process, and 13 

I think we covered that in stipulation 6, is to make sure that 14 

the structures adhere to the setbacks.  And building safety 15 

will have a look at it also, just to kind of make sure. 16 

RIGGINS:  And if she’s going to put a new electrical 17 

service over there, it’ll have to be green tagged to. 18 

EVANS:  Yeah, I will – and always – especially in 19 

electrical, I – I’m – I’m scared of electricity as the next 20 

person.  I’m not going to mess with that. 21 

RIGGINS:  Okay, Commissioners, anything else?  Okay, 22 

thank you very much.  You can sit down.  We’ll call you back 23 

up after the public part of the meeting. 24 

EVANS:  Thank you. 25 
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RIGGINS:  And I will now open this up to the public 1 

aspect of the meeting.  Do we have anyone that wishes to come 2 

and do – give comment to this case SUP-008-14?  And it appears 3 

there’s no on that wishes to, so I’ll close the public portion 4 

of the meeting and – yes sir? 5 

BALMER:  The setbacks for that structure would be 60 6 

feet from the front property line, and 15 from the rear and 7 

the sides. 8 

RIGGINS:  Then I would say that they – from the 9 

scale of the diagram, it totally meets that.  Okay.  Okay, 10 

well we’ve closed the public portion of the meeting, I’ll turn 11 

it back to the Commission. 12 

GRUBB:  Mr. Chair. 13 

RIGGINS:  Mr. Grubb. 14 

GRUBB:  I’d like to recommend that the Commission – 15 

or move that the Commission forward SUP-008-14 to the Board of 16 

Supervisors with a favorable recommendation, with the attached 17 

ten stipulations addressing the fact that in item 6 we expect 18 

that there is a portable building rather than a permanent 19 

structure for the kennel. 20 

RIGGINS:  Okay, we have a motion, do we have second? 21 

HARTMAN:  I’ll second the motion. 22 

RIGGINS:  Vice Chair Hartman seconds the motion.  I 23 

believe the Chair can call for discussion prior to the vote.  24 

I would like some consideration given to the fact that we are 25 
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asking for a Class 1 archeological survey on a project that is 1 

virtually not going to disturb the soil in any fashion 2 

whatsoever.  Archeological surveys can be very valuable and 3 

necessary in many projects, but this seems like an onerous 4 

requirement that benefits no one, other than someone doing the 5 

survey, I suppose, but we’ve never required an applicant like 6 

this to do something like this before.  Commissioner 7 

Gutierrez. 8 

GUTIERREZ:  Mr. Chairman.  A level one archeological 9 

survey is usually a record check, so it’s to see if 10 

something’s been done and something has been found there, and 11 

I think the request came from the – being that it came from 12 

the Gila River Indian Community, is – actually is the first 13 

time I’ve seen, you know, somebody reach out to the Indian 14 

communities for their input and stuff, and I think the request 15 

came from them.  But a level one is a record check, which is 16 

you know, going through public records, going through the 17 

Indian communities and checking, so initially when I saw that 18 

I thought it’d be pretty expensive to get it done, but I think 19 

it’s, it’s going to take some footwork is all. 20 

LANGLITZ:  Mr. Chairman?  If I may, Mark Langlitz, 21 

Deputy County Attorney.  In reviewing the letter from the Gila 22 

River Indian Community, they are actually requesting that the 23 

Class 1 archeological survey be conducted prior to any ground 24 

disturbance activities.  The stipulation seems to be – go 25 
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beyond that a little bit in requiring it – a Class 1 1 

archeological survey shall be conducted at the time of site 2 

plan review, though the Commission could modify that 3 

stipulation to provide what the Gila River Indian Community is 4 

asking for, that way the survey wouldn’t need to be done at 5 

site plan review, only if there was a ground disturbance, 6 

which it doesn’t sound like the applicant intends really to do 7 

a ground, a ground disturbance.  I don’t think digging post 8 

holes – you may – maybe to handle that one, say any 9 

significant ground disturbance activities.  I think what 10 

they’re basically talking about is if you’re going to go in 11 

and excavate, I think that’s where their concern is and that 12 

would make sense.  But anyway, that was just a suggestion that 13 

I had if you wanted to modify that, that stipulation. 14 

RIGGINS:  Very good.  Well we have a motion and a 15 

second on the floor, is there any interest in the original 16 

motion to modify the motion? 17 

GRUBB:  Yes Mr. Chairman.  I would modify my motion 18 

to modify the staff recommendation on stipulation 4 to match 19 

the verbiage of the Gila River Indian Reservation, and use the 20 

word significant to describe the excavation. 21 

RIGGINS:  We have a modified motion.  Does the 22 

second wish to modify the motion? 23 

HARTMAN:  I will go along with that modification of 24 

the motion and the stipulation.  And my thought, since it’s a 25 
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portable building, if you’re going to do trenching or dig a 1 

septic or something like that, I would think that you still 2 

need to go ahead and have the archeological survey.  With 3 

that, I, I concur. 4 

RIGGINS:  Okay, we have a modified second to the 5 

motion, then I’ll go ahead and call for the vote.  All in 6 

favor, say aye. 7 

COLLECTIVE:  Aye. 8 

RIGGINS:  All opposed?  Motion carries unanimously, 9 

and you will be seeing the Board of Supervisors the next time 10 

with a unanimous recommendation to go forward. 11 

EVANS:  Thank you. 12 

RIGGINS:  Thank you.  Okay.  We will move on to our 13 

second SUP, case number SUP-009-14, and are we prepared to 14 

commence the – yes we are, I see. 15 

MACDONALD:  Thank you Chairman, Commission Members.  16 

This is case SUP-9-14.  It’s located on the west side of Mt. 17 

Lemmon Road, approximately a quarter mile north of Peppersauce 18 

Canyon Trail in the Oracle area.  It’s a request for a special 19 

use permit to operate the Arizona Eco Zipline Tour on an 18.5 20 

acre parcel in the GR zone.  The applicant is Brandon Luthy.  21 

Again the subject property located in the southern portion of 22 

the County adjacent to the Coronado National Forest, as 23 

indicated by the red star on this map.  An aerial map of the 24 

property shows that the Coronado National Forrest borders the 25 
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property on the west, private land to the north, south and 1 

east, with some scattered state land.  The comprehensive plan 2 

designates the site as very low density residential.  3 

Commercial is permitted in this designation up to 20 acres, 4 

provided certain planning criteria described in the staff 5 

report are met.  Existing zoning onsite is GR.  Surrounding 6 

properties are also zoned GR.  An aerial map of the property 7 

showing the property is mostly vacant.  There is an existing 8 

mill on the site to the north, kind of winds around to the 9 

east.  Also on this, you can see that there is an existing 10 

structure that crosses the parcel boundary, so staff has 11 

included a stipulation that that structure cannot be used for 12 

any purpose until brought into compliance, so it would need to 13 

be relocated to meet setbacks.  Additionally, staff is 14 

concerned about the location of the ziplines in that no 15 

boundary fencing is proposed with the applicant’s application, 16 

so with the proximity of the ziplines to the, to the west and 17 

to the south, and no fencing proposed, staff is concerned 18 

there could be some unintended trespass onto those adjacent 19 

properties by the patrons of the facility.  So the Commission 20 

may want to consider adding a stipulation to that effect.  21 

Photos were taken from Mt. Lemmon Road at the northern portion 22 

of the site where the property is accessed.   This is looking 23 

north along Mt. Lemmon Road.  Looking east away from the 24 

property.  Looking west into the property and looking west.  25 
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There are nine stipulations associated with this case, and I 1 

would be happy to answer any questions the Commission may 2 

have. 3 

RIGGINS:  Ashlee.  I do have one question.  On the 4 

aerial in the north divot that is the northern boundary line, 5 

there is some sort of a geometric in that area just off of 6 

property, do you know what that is? 7 

MACDONALD:  I don’t.  What the entire – it’s really 8 

hard to see on this map.  This entire property right here was 9 

one piece and when the applicant went through the pre-10 

application process, they were informed that if they were 11 

looking a special use permit on this entire piece, they would 12 

have to amend the comprehensive plan because it would be 13 

greater than the 20 acres that you can do commercial on.  So 14 

as part of the process, as they prepared their formal 15 

application, they split this out.  So this is actually all 16 

under one property ownership, and this was just the 17 

configuration they came up with. 18 

RIGGINS:  (Inaudible) what it is.  So okay, any 19 

other questions? 20 

HARTMAN:  Mr. Chairman? 21 

RIGGINS:  Vice Chair Hartman. 22 

HARTMAN:  Ashlee, on stipulation 7, does that refer 23 

to the property – the structure that you’re talking about 24 

that’s up in the upper north, northwest corner of the site 25 



August 21, 2014  Regular Meeting 

 Page 47 of 106 

plan that we have?  I think it was an old mill, and I’m not 1 

sure whether it was ore, for ore purposes - we’ll find out 2 

from the applicant – but oar purposes, or as sawmill?  Is that 3 

what you’re referring to? 4 

MACDONALD:  Correct. 5 

HARTMAN:  All right.  Thank you. 6 

RIGGINS:  Okay.  Any other questions?  Commissioner 7 

Moritz. 8 

MORITZ:  On page two, the paragraph towards the 9 

bottom, that says lastly the SUP the Commission is considering 10 

is to allow Arizona Eco Zipline Tours.  Is that a complete 11 

sentence?  Did you say you want to allow them to do something 12 

or? 13 

MACDONALD:  Yeah, that’s -  14 

MORITZ:  That’s the complete sentence? 15 

MACDONALD:  It is.  That’s kind of what they’ve 16 

considered their project, throughout, do to these zipline 17 

tours, so - 18 

MORITZ:  Okay, so what it’s saying is lastly, the 19 

SUP the Commission is considering is to allow – okay 20 

(inaudible). 21 

MACDONALD:  (Inaudible) ziplines. 22 

MORITZ:  Okay, thank you. 23 

RIGGINS:  Vice Chair Hartman. 24 

HARTMAN:  Mr. Chairman.  Thank you.  My question, 25 
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Ashlee, is would this also include the operation of a all 1 

terrain vehicle and that type of tour? 2 

MACDONALD:  It would not.  It would not.  The 3 

application’s narrative doesn’t, doesn’t mention that as part 4 

of it at all.  They discuss the ziplines, as well as some 5 

small accessory structures where they may do some gold panning 6 

and have some concessions for – accessory to the zipline, but 7 

no HOV tours or anything like that out of this. 8 

HARTMAN:  Thank you, Ashlee for saying that because 9 

I had some concerns in my mind about whether vehicular travel 10 

would be permitted from this site and the rental or whatever 11 

they would do. 12 

MACDONALD:  That would not be permitted. 13 

HARTMAN:  All right, thank you. 14 

RIGGINS:  Other Commission Members?  Are we ready to 15 

bring the applicant up?  Commissioner Smyres. 16 

SMYRES:  Ashlee, if I understand it correctly, the 17 

property to the west is the national forest.  We have – Pinal 18 

County has no jurisdiction over that whatsoever, is that true? 19 

MACDONALD:  We don’t.  As a matter of fact, as part 20 

of the outreach for this case, we did contact the national 21 

forest.  I gave them a call and let them know what was going 22 

on and told them that I would be sending them a letter 23 

requesting comment, and we received nothing. 24 

SMYRES:  So if they do hiking tours, if it goes onto 25 
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the national forest, it’s out of our – or out of Pinal 1 

County’s jurisdiction, is that true? 2 

MACDONALD:  Yes. 3 

SMYRES:  Thank you. 4 

RIGGINS:  Steve. 5 

ABRAHAM:  Mr. Chairman, as part of the – a larger 6 

discussion with that, with the national forest is our 7 

interactions with other national forests, they’ve always 8 

expressed concern about points of access into the park and 9 

trying to control people going back and forth and making sure 10 

that they’re – they don’t form like their own trails or their 11 

own, you know, paths through the forest.  We were looking 12 

forward to their comments regarding that and that’s kind of 13 

what generated that, that concern about the fencing along 14 

those lines, but they – we, we wouldn’t police their forest 15 

for them, but I think our guys would go out there if somebody 16 

broke their leg or something like that, but we wouldn’t – our 17 

viewpoint basically stops at that fence line. 18 

RIGGINS:  Vice Chair Hartman. 19 

HARTMAN:  Chairman Riggins, thank you.  Steve and 20 

Ashlee, that moving of that building, I, I totally agree with 21 

that because we wouldn’t have the right to allow use 22 

commercial – not commercial – but public use of that structure 23 

onto the forest lands in a manner other than what it’s 24 

previously – is probably grandfathered in, but if we allow the 25 
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use of that, I think they wanted to use it to – as a museum or 1 

something, as I read in the deal, and I totally agree.  Give 2 

us some elaboration on why you decided to move that building. 3 

MACDONALD:  Well because it crosses parcel 4 

boundaries, it’s out of, out of compliance with the zoning 5 

ordinance and can’t be used.  In order to change the use of 6 

that building, they would have to go through our site plan 7 

review process to insure that there’s adequate parking and 8 

such and we can’t approve plans like that showing something 9 

that crosses parcel boundaries and, you know even further, on 10 

a property that isn’t owned by the applicant. 11 

RIGGINS:  So the re-parcelization was done in a way 12 

that the building actually sits in two parcels? 13 

MACDONALD:  Correct, and I don’t know when that took 14 

place, because a part of it’s on the national forest property. 15 

RIGGINS:  Oh, okay.  Okay, Commissioners, anything 16 

else?  Then let’s call the applicant up, please.  And if you 17 

could please come up and give us your address and sign your 18 

name first, please. 19 

HARTMAN:  State your name. 20 

RIGGINS:  And state your name, please. 21 

LUTHY:  Brandon Luthy. 22 

RIGGINS:  Brandon Luthy. 23 

LUTHY:  Oracle resident. 24 

RIGGINS:  Go right ahead.  Tell us, tell us about 25 
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your case. 1 

LUTHY:  Well, my name is Brandon Luthy and my 2 

partner is Charlie Goff.  The Goffs have been there around the 3 

area for many, many years.  They’ve been pioneer cattlemen in 4 

this area for a long time.  We’re real passionate about this 5 

case, me and Charlie are.  We’re real passionate about the 6 

area of Oracle and increasing the economic development in the 7 

area, and – I’m sorry, I’m a little nervous. 8 

GRUBB:  You’re allowed to be. 9 

LUTHY:  I’m a little nervous.  So, I really wish I 10 

would have gotten some letters into you folks.  I kind of 11 

admit I didn’t go about the right procedure on – I’m sorry – I 12 

didn’t go the right procedure on – because what I have here, 13 

is I have over 300 letters of support that I had signed, and 14 

when I sent them in to Ashlee, I sent – I didn’t know if I 15 

should send all 300, so I sent one and then stating that I had 16 

numerous letters of support and it wasn’t the correct way to 17 

do that.  So I do – I would like to state that I do have close 18 

to 300 letters of support, and 40 of - 36 of them are 19 

(inaudible).  Mr. Tim Kanavel from Pinal County Economic 20 

Development, also an amazing letter, as well as like eight 21 

more from people around the Oracle area that really care and 22 

are also passionate about this project.  It’s all about 23 

creating jobs and building our local economy, so that’s why 24 

it’s real kind of (inaudible).  I’d be more than happy to 25 
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answer some questions.  Maybe that might be a little easier 1 

for me. 2 

RIGGINS:  Could you describe, could you describe 3 

what you’re doing?  Could you tell us what –  4 

LUTHY:  Okay.  Well we’re doing the low impact form 5 

of eco tourism and this is a zipline tour.  Now is everyone 6 

familiar with what a zipline tour would be?  A tour is – they 7 

give people a chance, a different way to view wildlife and to 8 

view the area and get people out into the open spaces, and 9 

just it – we’re all kind of a lover of the outdoors.  The 10 

Goffs, as well as leasing and ranching over tens of thousands 11 

of acres in Pinal County, you know, and that was one, one of 12 

my points I’d like to make about the ATVs that you brought up, 13 

I did kind of get some feedback from some people that they, 14 

somehow they heard or thought we were doing some kind of off 15 

road rentals.  That’s one thing the Goffs are extremely 16 

against, and have been against that for years.  They’re really 17 

– he ranches in the – he ranches - actually the forest lands 18 

leased – that’s on the other, the west side of that property, 19 

he actually has that property leased, so he doesn’t – he’s not 20 

for people going out and disturbing the cows and things like 21 

that.  So I – just – I guess I want to make that clear because 22 

I was kind of taken aback when I found out people actually 23 

thought we were doing that, because that’s not the case.  So 24 

we’ll have our lines out there, we have I believe six lines, 25 
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and it’s just – we believe just an excellent form of eco 1 

tourism, you know, low - fairly low impact and we’re just real 2 

happy to possibly have this opportunity to bring this to our 3 

area, you know, and this form of tourism and economic 4 

development. 5 

RIGGINS:  I would like to ask you, I’m looking at 6 

your site plan, generally – tell us what you’re going to 7 

build. 8 

LUTHY:  Well, the mill.  The reason – nobody knows 9 

why it goes, the property line goes through the building.  10 

That’s a mystery.  Me and Charlie have talked to the Forest 11 

Service several times to get them out there to analyze the 12 

situation, you know, whether we – we’d really like to acquire 13 

it.  I mean Charlie, one portion of the building at one point 14 

– the building runs through about a, less than third, so it’s 15 

like about a 5,000 square foot building, and it’s a large 16 

building.  It’s really a large attractive old building, and 17 

there’s probably, I’m going to say 1500 square feet that’s on 18 

Forest Service property, and that’s just a guestimation, so 19 

I’m imagining 3500 on Goff’s property, 15 that’s not.  And 20 

that 1500 – and Charlie’s been paying taxes on the whole thing 21 

for years and years, but we don’t know why it goes through 22 

there and we’ve been trying to get answers from the Forest 23 

Service and see what we can do about acquiring that, because 24 

we would like to utilize it.  That’s one thing about our 25 
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project is we want to – you know, we’ve hauled a lot of 1 

garbage out of there already.  We want to fix it up.  It’s 2 

attractive.  It’s a neat old building where they used – what 3 

they used to do there was stamp oar, and the biggest thing it 4 

brought out of there was tungsten for Edison light bulbs, is 5 

what they did at that mill.  And so we, we just kind of want 6 

to bring, bring – it’s an awesome building and it would be 7 

great to use.  So when I subdivided the land into 18.5 acres, 8 

because we’re able to use 19, I left a half an acre for when 9 

we – if we do get to maybe do a variance or talk to the Forest 10 

Service about trading out land, or – it’s a crazy process 11 

these days dealing, you know, as far as the Forest Service – 12 

land and stuff like that, but we do hope to acquire that, and 13 

we don’t have a problem with not using it.  But our buildings 14 

that we would like – so we need offices, we need a concession, 15 

we need, you know, some kind of office, so we wrote in here 16 

that we wanted to have, you know, we want to have a Ramada, 17 

obviously, to get people out of the sun.  So we want to have a 18 

decent sized Ramada up on top – and this has all been 19 

excavated previously.  This whole land has been tiered off and 20 

has been used as comer – we’ll call it commercial, mined, and 21 

it was built in the 40s by the way.  So it’s all been tiered 22 

off and, you know, flood – everything’s been intact.  It’s – 23 

there’s cattle ponds on property, so everything’s kind of been 24 

intact for many, many years, so on top of the top level of it 25 
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where it’s right next to the building, we know we want to do 1 

our handicapped bathrooms, a Ramada, and then our office 2 

buildings.  However we do those, is – we’re totally flexible 3 

on that.  You know, whatever we decide, or whoever decides.  4 

We’re totally flexible on that as far as what we’ll do on 5 

that.  But we do need an office, a couple offices and a 6 

concession, and then a little, just a souvenir shop, and it’s 7 

all going to be done in a style of – that fits the area, kind 8 

of an old west style, you know, that’s not going – the 9 

building kind of looks that way and it’s been sitting there 10 

for many, many years, so we basically just want to kind of 11 

button – get the building buttoned up, there’s some metal 12 

flying off it, just kind of get it buttoned up and it looks 13 

old, and then build our buildings to kind of go with the whole 14 

theme of, you know, people coming out and gold panning because 15 

that’s a really, the area was – that’s what it was kind of 16 

known for, was the mining back in, you know, the days and the 17 

Southern Belle Mine which is directly behind it, pulled out 18 

9,000 ounces of gold out of there in 1888, I’ll say.  In two 19 

years.  So we kind of – and then Buffalo Bill’s got his old 20 

mines up on the hill, and so it’s kind of a neat area when it 21 

comes to fitting in with what we want to do.  I mean we want 22 

to have some, you know, gold panning and people enjoy doing 23 

that.  It’s, it’s a – it’s just good careless fun, really.  24 

And so the buildings are all going to be compliant, just – and 25 
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in the look and nothing really obtrusive and, you know, 1 

nothing more that’s, you know, already there, that’s been 2 

sitting there for years.  Basically we’re going to clean the 3 

area up and make it, you know, useful, instead of just sitting 4 

there and sitting there. 5 

RIGGINS:  Obviously you’re also going to have 6 

construction of the zipline itself.  Could you tell us a 7 

little bit about what that’ll consist of? 8 

LUTHY:  Yeah, the construction of the ziplines 9 

basically are poles which, you know, a pole on each end and 10 

then people go from pole to pole.  So ours will be – we’ll 11 

have short stairs on each one so they can get up to the pole, 12 

but it’s nothing like the other zipline that’s up by the Camp 13 

Verde.  There’s one other tour in Arizona, it’s up by Camp 14 

Verde that had to build these huge towers because they’re on 15 

flatter ground.  So they had to build these huge towers to 16 

compensate that.  That’s what’s unique about our project and 17 

that will, you know, bring people to our project is it’s more 18 

on natural terrain.  It will come down – you know, I don’t 19 

have to build such great towers because of the terrain and the 20 

hills, the hillsides and things like that – and the valleys.  21 

And a lot of the valleys are – you see the shorter lines on 22 

the plot plan, the site plan, those shorter lines are kind of 23 

stuck in a valley to where they’re not super, super-super 24 

visible, you know, from the road, and those short lines will 25 
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have, you know, maybe a 12 foot tall platform.  And basically 1 

those – the pole gets set, and then there’s a guide wire that 2 

keeps the pole and the tension correct, and then the platform 3 

is actually connected to that one pole, so there might be a 4 

little pole in the design of coming down, touching the ground 5 

to make things a little more stable that the engineer would 6 

like, but for the most part it’s, it’s, you know, poles and 7 

little platforms.  So it’s – it’s very low impact, and that’s 8 

why, that’s why we’re just kind of excited about this form of 9 

eco tourism, is that it’s so low impact.  And that’s one of 10 

the great things about it.  And I believe that’s one of the 11 

reasons why we got so much support. 12 

RIGGINS:  One question I have, I asked staff about 13 

the geometrics that I saw just offsite on your north side, if 14 

that was a stamp mill, those are probably tailings areas, are 15 

they not? 16 

LUTHY:  No, the tailings were mainly – were all 17 

hauled out.  There’s no, there’s no tailings on that property. 18 

RIGGINS:  Well there’s – in the aerial there is – 19 

there’s something done on your north side.  If you’ll take, if 20 

you’ll take a look at the – 21 

LUTHY:  Oh, above the –  22 

RIGGINS:  Right, just outside your property. 23 

LUTHY:  Those are cattle ponds. 24 

RIGGINS:  Those are cattle ponds. 25 
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LUTHY:  Or cooling ponds.  I can’t remember what 1 

Charlie called them, but they had pumps, big pumps coming up 2 

to the mill and they had these ponds catching water and 3 

whatnot, and then pumping it back up to the mill. 4 

RIGGINS:  Okay. 5 

LUTHY:  There’s a few tailings behind it, like on 6 

the north – well where the building is, on Forest Service, 7 

west of the building, up on top.  There’s a few rocks there, 8 

but not a whole lot.  They must have hauled most of it out of 9 

there. 10 

RIGGINS:  Okay.  All right.  Anything else? 11 

LUTHY:  No, no.  I just – 12 

RIGGINS:  Southern boundary, it says that ziplines 13 

are minimum of 25 feet off neighbor’s boundaries, so does that 14 

mean where they end or? 15 

LUTHY:  Basically the closest point of any, any 16 

zipline or anything would be 20 feet off. 17 

RIGGINS:  25. 18 

LUTHY:  And that was just my – you know, where there 19 

– we kind of got restricted on this when we, when we – we 20 

didn’t find out about the 19 ½ acres – I can’t remember – when 21 

we came to our first meeting, but we had a, a lawyer work on 22 

this and never even mentioned that to us throughout this whole 23 

process.  So we had to really (inaudible) the design of the 24 

plot plan how much we –  25 
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RIGGINS:  You need to try to speak into the mike. 1 

LUTHY:  I’m sorry.  You can see as a design of the 2 

plot plan how we had to struggle with squeezing in what we had 3 

to do to make it a sufficient zipline tour, and so yes, I did 4 

put 25 feet on there, but I’ve read in the report that it 5 

needs to be 40 on the south side, so that’s not an issue.  So 6 

whatever we need to do to be compliant is perfectly fine. 7 

RIGGINS:  All right.  That’s important, as long as 8 

you realize what you need to do. 9 

LUTHY:  Oh yeah.  Yeah – 10 

RIGGINS:  I’m just going by what I see here and then 11 

you’re telling me a little bit different, but that’s – 12 

LUTHY:  This was before, I just got that in the 13 

report that it had to be 40, and I believe that’s what I read. 14 

RIGGINS:  Okay. 15 

LUTHY:  So we can fudge it, we can, but not by a 16 

whole lot.  So I can get - wherever I gotta be, of course 17 

that’s where we’re going to be. 18 

RIGGINS:  Okay.  My next question is, is there a 19 

fence along this wester – western boundary line separating the 20 

forest from your property? 21 

LUTHY:  You know, there is not, and that’s kind of a 22 

big issue with us, because number one, Charlie as being a 23 

leaser of that land, of that Forest Service land, and having a 24 

fence there, we get a lot of wildlife through – like where you 25 
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see it says 1,000 on the – right there in that area, we get – 1 

that’s kind of a canyon there, which is really low – we get a 2 

lot of deer come through there and wildlife, and it’s one of 3 

the best aspects of this is to view the wildlife and things, 4 

and I believe if we put fences, we’re just going to disturb 5 

that.  And one thing about our whole – our project here is not 6 

to disturb things as much as possible.  We are going to have 7 

restrictions around the ziplines to basically keep people off 8 

and there’s quite a few different ways of doing that, you 9 

know, as far as keeping people off of the equipment.  But I 10 

think the concern was people going onto Forest Service 11 

property from our establishment, or – you know, our tours are 12 

all guided as well.  I mean everyone that comes on this tour – 13 

we have people that are class certified in zipline, that 14 

Charlie’s daughter’s actually class two certified zipline.  15 

She goes all around the country and builds and directs, so 16 

everything’s going to be guided, and everyone needs to focus.  17 

You know, that’s one thing about this, is we’re going to be 18 

explaining the area and, you know, the history and plant life 19 

and wildlife, and it’s, it’s a guided tour, so it’s not just a 20 

free for all kind of situation.  It’s – everyone needs to be 21 

focused and that’s what our training and our staff is – we’re 22 

basically going to make – keep getting that in their head, you 23 

know, that this is a trained professional environment, it’s 24 

not just a free for all, and we would really like to work on 25 
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that, at not fencing that.  I mean just because of the 1 

wildlife and the cattle and just things like that.  I don’t 2 

think that’s something that would be a big concern is people 3 

wandering off.  And we do own the property.  I know it 4 

couldn’t – it might not be forever, it probably will be 5 

forever, but we do own the property on the three sides and 6 

then of course the Forest Service is on the west side. 7 

RIGGINS:  It might not hurt to put some type of 8 

delineation and show a boundary so that the public doesn’t 9 

just think that they can go walking out. 10 

LUTHY:  Exactly.  Good point.  And there is a Forest 11 

Service signs.  But you know we’re up there promoting nature 12 

and promoting the beauty, and I would be more than happy to 13 

put more signs on our property that face that way and say this 14 

is national forest, beauty, gorgeous, don’t disturb.  I would 15 

be happy to do something like that as a deterrent, than a 16 

fence. 17 

RIGGINS:  Exactly.  Well you’re not going to keep 18 

the cattle off of your property because it’s open range, so 19 

you know that the cattle will be probably –  20 

LUTHY:  Yeah, we might end up having to put up a 21 

fence (inaudible).  We’d like to try it within it. 22 

RIGGINS:  All right.  Tell me the slope, the fall, 23 

from, from the upper point to the lower point on this zipline.  24 

How much of a difference in grade? 25 
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LUTHY:  Okay.  Okay, let’s say from the one that 1 

says 1250 – and that’s a – until we really get it up, we’re 2 

shooting lasers and things and so it’s going to be around 3 

1250, it won’t extend more than 1400 possibly, but it’s just 4 

until we get it up, we don’t want to put a definite number, 5 

because it could vary from the drop and the cable and things, 6 

so it’s, it’s really close to what I have on here, but it 7 

won’t – it won’t change the footprint by hardly anything, and 8 

that’s the only, that one line that I’m talking about, that 9 

I’m kind of – when we’re shooting the lasers and stuff, 10 

there’s just a little bit of discrepancy on that, but the fall 11 

is a little bit of a discrepancy as well. 12 

RIGGINS:  How many? 13 

LUTHY:  The fall is about 150, 125, 150 feet.  Until 14 

we actually – you know, he’s shooting the lasers and stuff, 15 

and I’m going with what he’s saying, so it’s, it’s right 16 

around there.  I mean we can’t – you know, we can’t be too far 17 

off on that. 18 

RIGGINS:  Okay.  Thank you.  Commissioner Aguirre-19 

Vogler. 20 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  I’d like to ask Ashlee about the 21 

miles from the main part of Oracle, and what’s the road like?  22 

I’ve been on the road, so unless it’s been really improved, 23 

it’s a pretty bad road. 24 

MACDONALD:  You know, when I was out there, it was, 25 
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it was well maintained, but it is dirt, approximately two and 1 

a half miles north of the site, and then the paving starts.  2 

But when I was out there, it seemed pretty well maintained, 3 

even the dirt portion. 4 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  By the County? 5 

??  Yeah.. 6 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  County road. 7 

MACDONALD:  I believe so. 8 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  I mean the County road goes all the 9 

way up to Mt. Lemmon, they maintain it? 10 

??:  No. 11 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  Well that’s what I’m getting at.  I 12 

just wanted a record, that’s why I’m asking, because I’ve been 13 

on the road.  I’m just trying to make it a record how, how, 14 

how bad the road is, and I mean any business wants a lot of 15 

people and a lot of, you know, and so that’s going to be a 16 

concern of mine and I notice it wasn’t in any of the 17 

stipulations. 18 

LUTHY:  Would you like me to answer? 19 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  Sure. 20 

LUTHY:  They actually just chip sealed, about four 21 

months ago –  22 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  Excuse me, she didn’t tell me how 23 

many miles it was from the main part of Oracle. 24 

LUTHY:  Oh, the main part of Oracle.  I think we’re 25 
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about seven, seven miles from like what you would call the 1 

center of Oracle, and the zip – and there’s paved all the way 2 

up to – it’s two and a half, I thought it was shorter? 3 

MACDONALD:  (Inaudible) to Webb Road, which is about 4 

two and a half. 5 

LUTHY:  They just chip sealed another two miles.  So 6 

it’s only about a mile under.  They just chip sealed out. 7 

RIGGINS:  A mile on County-maintained dirt. 8 

LUTHY:  Mm hm. 9 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  Okay, go ahead.  You were saying? 10 

LUTHY:  Well it’s seven miles from the center, and 11 

then it’s about a mile on a dirt road. 12 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  Two and a half or a mile? 13 

LUTHY:  About a mile.  I haven’t clocked it.  About 14 

a mile under.  Justin lives right there on that turn.  He 15 

lives right there on the corner. 16 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  But it is dangerous.  It is a 17 

dangerous road. 18 

LUTHY:  No.  I mean it –  19 

ABRAHAM:  Folks, folks, if you (inaudible) address 20 

the Commission, you have to come up to the podium. 21 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  Okay, thank you. 22 

RIGGINS:  Commissioners? 23 

MORITZ:  Mr. Chairman. 24 

RIGGINS:  Commissioner Moritz. 25 
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MORITZ:  I believe in here, one of the letters of 1 

opposition indicated it’s about two miles, and it is a very 2 

dangerous road and there have been many accidents there, and 3 

it’s curvy and they didn’t think that was a safe road.  I 4 

think that’s where all the talk came from. 5 

LUTHY:  Oh, okay.  I’ll try to comment on that the 6 

best I can and I’m sure Justin wouldn’t have a problem since 7 

he lives on the curve of that road to – you know, he goes 8 

there everyday, so maybe he can be a little more clear on it 9 

than me.  You know, I, I’m not aware of how, exactly how 10 

dangerous the road is.  I know, it’s again, it’s only one mile 11 

on dirt and I don’t know if they’re referring to the area 12 

before that, I don’t know where they’re exactly talking about, 13 

but they did just chip sealed the road, and now we’re only 14 

talking about a mile or so on dirt, so to me a mile on dirt 15 

can’t be that dangerous, personally. 16 

LANGLITZ:  Mr. Chairman, it’s Mark Langlitz, Deputy 17 

County Attorney.  I don’t know for a fact whether this is a 18 

County-maintained road.  If it is a County-maintained road, 19 

then I think in the view of the County it would not be 20 

dangerous.  Dangerous is kind of a subjective term. 21 

RIGGINS:  Commissioner Salas. 22 

SALAS:  Brandon, for your information they chip 23 

sealed that road so that they could bypass the American 24 

(inaudible), it’s an old historical place, and because the 25 
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trucks were moving, you know, their loads close to the ranch 1 

area, that’s why they decided to bypass it for the purpose of 2 

serving that little open pit that’s down there, that little 3 

rock pit.  So from that point on, it’s designated primitive 4 

road all the way up to the boundary line where Pima County 5 

intercepts.  So I mean where is the zipline going to be 6 

located?  Is it up on the flat of (inaudible) ranch or what? 7 

LUTHY:  No, it’s right before, when you go up the 8 

switchbacks, there’s real tight switchbacks and then you get 9 

on top of – where the 3C is, we’re actually before that. 10 

SALAS:  Have to build a road or a parking space down 11 

there? 12 

LUTHY:  No, everything has been in place.  It was 13 

all – it’s been leveled and tiered for a long time. 14 

SALAS:  I guess I missed that. 15 

LUTHY:  We haven’t done any type of – so it kind of 16 

works out perfectly.  But it’s before the 3C, so it’s down on 17 

the flat before you go up top of the hill. 18 

SALAS:  So you’re interested in the wildlife that’s 19 

in that area.  I would venture to say that if anything goes up 20 

in there, recreational – excuse me- the wildlife isn’t going 21 

to be very long. 22 

LUTHY:  Well, actually I, I brought a gentleman with 23 

me today that’s retired game and fish that would be more apt 24 

to answer that question, if that’s okay, at the end.  Would 25 
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that be all right?  Would that be okay? 1 

SALAS:  It’s fine with me. 2 

LUTHY:  He’s, he’s very strongly about this point, 3 

so I would, you know, I would love for him to answer. 4 

SALAS:  He might have to answer to myself is this 5 

project necessary and is it needed?  My answer to that is no.  6 

So let’s see what you have to say. 7 

LUTHY:  Is the project necessary? 8 

SALAS:   Yes. 9 

LUTHY:  Well, the project is extremely necessary.  10 

Oracle has four amazing guest ranches, amazing guest ranches, 11 

and has several bed and breakfasts.  These guest ranches and 12 

bed and breakfasts rely on outside visitors.  Outside 13 

visitors.  And our project, which I’ve done an extreme amount 14 

of research on, is the perfect form of low development eco 15 

tourism that brings people to a certain area, a certain area 16 

of beauty.  Colorado has 20-plus zipline tours.  California 17 

has 30-plus.  Portland has 10-plus.  North Carolina, West 18 

Virginia, right now Arizona has one, and, and that’s what I’m 19 

personally trying to change is – because it’s a great form of 20 

economic development for small or large communities that we 21 

need a way to help these guest ranches and help these 22 

businesses and these restaurants in our town, and Mammoth, San 23 

Manuel and Kearney.  This is what brings the, the money and 24 

the tax revenue and the jobs to our area, is a business like 25 
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this.  And being so unique in its nature, as far as being – 1 

we’ll be, you know, the most unique, most unique one in 2 

Arizona, we’ll bring that needed revenue to our area without a 3 

doubt. 4 

SALAS:  Did you get those signatures from the 5 

residents in Oracle? 6 

LUTHY:  I have – all these signatures are from 7 

residents in Oracle, or San Manuel or Mammoth.  None from 8 

anywhere else, I made sure of that, and 36 businesses. 9 

GRUBB:  Mr. Chairman. 10 

RIGGINS:  Mr. Grubb. 11 

GRUBB:  A couple things.  Looking north of the 12 

switchback, that – I can’t tell if that’s a road or a wash 13 

that travels from – I’m assuming from east to west. 14 

LUTHY:  In the middle there? 15 

GRUBB:  Through the middle. 16 

LUTHY:  That’s an, that’s an old road.  That’s an 17 

old road that they used to use for the Southern Belle Mine. 18 

GRUBB:  Okay, I see that –  19 

LUTHY:  Hunters, hunters have been using it, so it’s 20 

not a wash, it’s an actual road. 21 

GRUBB:  Okay, and it travels onto the Forest Service 22 

property. 23 

LUTHY:  Yes, yes it does, and that would be 24 

something that we would gate.  That’s going to have a gate on 25 
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either side of it. 1 

GRUBB:  That was my concern, having ziplines going 2 

over roads that may or may not be used. 3 

LUTHY:  Yep, yep.  Charlie addressed all that and 4 

he’s pretty good at making gates. 5 

GRUBB:  Okay, I was looking at the – you talked 6 

about the elevation difference of 125 to 150 feet, what’s the 7 

actual elevation of the property, do you know?  At what level 8 

we’re –  9 

LUTHY:  We’re at as far – 10 

GRUBB:  Yeah.  Above sea level. 11 

LUTHY:  What is it?  4700. 12 

GRUBB:  Okay, so you’re in the area that gets snow.  13 

Because you’re on the north side. 14 

LUTHY:  Yeah, yeah. 15 

GRUBB:  Okay. 16 

LUTHY:  About as much as the town, I guess. 17 

GRUBB:  Okay.  Just a little concerned of access 18 

problems when the snow occurs.  What’s the elevation of the 19 

towers off of the dirt? 20 

LUTHY:  One tower at the top is 31 feet, and that’s 21 

the tallest. 22 

GRUBB:  So that’s going to be visible from a 23 

distance? 24 

LUTHY:  Well it’s – yeah, yeah.  Yeah, it would be.  25 
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These are - well it’s about 40 feet, the platform is about 31 1 

feet.  So the tower’s a 40 foot.  And around this area, there 2 

are a lot of telephone poles.  I mean they – for telephones 3 

and -  4 

GRUBB:  Understood, I’ve driven the area, I know the 5 

area. 6 

LUTHY:  Yeah, yeah, yes, so it will be seen.  You 7 

know, how far I couldn’t say, but it’s – again, it’s going to 8 

be done – they’re not going to be bright yellow or red, you 9 

know, they’re going to be done in a good fashion of – you 10 

know, disguising as well as we can. 11 

GRUBB:  Yeah, that was my concern is to have 12 

something that there are some things back in that area that do 13 

stand out like sore thumbs from time to time that you can see 14 

and it’s – it takes away from what you’re describing is the 15 

beauty of the area. 16 

LUTHY:  Right, yeah, and having that mill that’s 17 

been sitting there for almost 60-70 years, and us kind of 18 

making that – not back to its former glory, but fixing it up a 19 

little bit, I believe kind of compensates for maybe adding 20 

some poles and some platforms. 21 

GRUBB:  Okay.  From the operation standpoint, the 22 

certification of the staff, the people that are going to be 23 

taking these people on ziplines, do they maintain their 24 

national certification for this? 25 
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LUTHY:  Yes. 1 

GRUBB:  Is there a national certification, and how 2 

many of the staff will maintain that? 3 

LUTHY:  There is a national certification.  There’s 4 

actually guidelines.  Arizona does not have those guidelines, 5 

as far as, you know, having an office in the county to go out 6 

and inspect and things like that, but there is guidelines 7 

throughout the community and it – they – California recognizes 8 

– I can’t think of it off the top of my head of the 9 

organization.  I know it, but it’s – California recognizes 10 

their building codes, as well as Colorado and other states 11 

that have it, have that in order, and the gentleman that is 12 

helping me with this project lives in Oracle, and he’s been 13 

building ziplines – he built the second most zipline in 14 

Hawaii, and he was in Africa like three months ago, and he was 15 

in California.  He builds them and he’s a designer and a 16 

planner, he’s been doing it for almost 25 years, and that’s 17 

one reason that this project is coming about, as well as 18 

having him in town.  So he is – he wrote a book on it, on 19 

building commercial ziplines.  So every staff will be trained.  20 

Every staff will be trained, and they’ll also be trained in a 21 

type of medical – a – not – much more than a CPR course.  22 

There’s also a gentleman in Oracle that’s offered to give us 23 

some exclusive training for heart attacks and wounds, and 24 

just, just to the tilt, so our staff is going to be extremely 25 
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well-trained. 1 

GRUBB:  Okay.  I was headed down that path.  As the 2 

Commission knows, I’m a retired fire chief, so those things 3 

just really stick in my craw. 4 

LUTHY:  Well the gentleman that’s going to do the 5 

training is a retired fire chief – what’s his name?  But he 6 

lives in Oracle.  Him and his partner started a new business 7 

where they go out and train businesses to the – you know, like 8 

severed arms and – I mean to really where you’re going to get 9 

way more training, and he’s going to do that for us for no 10 

cost. 11 

GRUBB:  Yeah, because being seven miles from Oracle, 12 

you’re probably looking at 15-20 minute response because of 13 

the condition of the roads and the switchbacks and those kind 14 

of things.  It’s a pretty long run up to your place from the 15 

fire station.  And you’re saying that all the staff is going 16 

to be certified on zipline tours.  Okay. 17 

LUTHY:  (Inaudible). 18 

GRUBB:  Okay. 19 

LUTHY:  Completely engineered by some, you know, not 20 

cheap structural engineers.  And the plans are all drawn on 21 

CAD.  I mean the (inaudible) also designs – it’s just – 22 

ziplines for a live – plans for a living, so it’s not by any 23 

means any type of fly by night situation.  This is a very 24 

serious situation, as well as how the Goffs handle all their 25 
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situations, very seriously. 1 

GRUBB:  Thank you. 2 

LUTHY:  You bet. 3 

MORITZ:  Mr. Chairman? 4 

RIGGINS:  Commissioner Moritz. 5 

MORITZ:  I know – you did a nice job of outlining 6 

your intentions for EMTs and helicopters and who’s covering 7 

what for emergencies, I think that was well done.  The 8 

fencing, I think, could go one way or the other.  I don’t see 9 

a need for it myself because, again, you don’t want to disturb 10 

the wildlife.  If all of a sudden their habitat has a fence in 11 

it, it’s going to be disturbing to them, I think.  A good sign 12 

that Boyce Thompson uses to keep humans out of those areas is 13 

rattlesnakes ahead or something like that.  That keeps you 14 

out.  My curiosity is your write-up also said a daytime 15 

operation that will be seven days a week, and what is your 16 

starting time? 17 

LUTHY:  Well, that’s, that’s a very good point, and 18 

I will – our starting time will be, you know, we would like to 19 

start say at 9-10:00.  Totally willing, if anyone ever has a 20 

concern, and that’s the thing about this, we live in the area.  21 

Charlie’s been around there many, many years.  I mean we’re 22 

not going to disregard anyone’s – if they have a 23 

recommendation.  You know, I mean we’re working with the whole 24 

community on (inaudible).  All this right here and the 25 
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businesses.  We’re working altogether on this, as far as 1 

making Oracle and the surrounding areas a destination.  What – 2 

can I address the traffic, since I’m thinking about it.  3 

Because one thing about kind of what we’re talking about is 4 

that we are going to try to work more on a reservation-type 5 

reservation, to where – I’m sorry – we’re going to have like 6 

three shuttles, small – or 15 passenger van shuttles that will 7 

pick people up – that will – sorry, I can’t even talk right 8 

now. 9 

MORITZ:  He owns a restaurant. 10 

LUTHY:  That’s one way we’re going to control 11 

traffic and dust, is that we’re going to purchase three 15 12 

passenger shuttle vans, which aren’t huge, they’re a larger 13 

passenger van, and we’re going to try working on a 14 

reservation-type basis, mainly to where we hold corporate 15 

retreats and weddings and school functions and churches at the 16 

local guest ranches, and then we shuttle the people from the 17 

ranches to the – to out there, and working with the Biosphere 18 

as well.  We’ve already started talking with them about 19 

marketing with them. 20 

ABRAHAM:  Brandon, can you get a little closer to 21 

the mike please? 22 

LUTHY:  So we’ve – so our main thing is going to be 23 

shuttling, shuttling people out to the zipline from guest 24 

ranches and other ranches around the Tucson and Phoenix. 25 
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GRUBB:  Mr. Chair? 1 

RIGGINS:  Commissioner Grubb. 2 

GRUBB:  Okay, now you brought up that point, and for 3 

people that don’t know, can you tell us how far from the 4 

Biosphere are you? 5 

LUTHY:  Let’s see, five, ten? 6 

GRUBB:  And one other thing is, you know, I’m not a 7 

hunter myself, but that is one of the areas that’s used during 8 

hunting season, and how are you going to address that issue 9 

during the season?  Two ways, one, you know, protecting the 10 

people who are there to enjoy your facility, and number two, 11 

from keeping spotters off your towers? 12 

LUTHY:  Well, well I guess the first thing is being 13 

it is – it’s going to be more noticeable as private property 14 

than before, and when the towers are not in use, then the 15 

security-type gates and locks and cable locks will be place on 16 

the towers to where they’re not able to be accessed.  That’s 17 

going to be a big point that me and Charlie have stressed 18 

together, and that’s what we’re working on is failsafe ways to 19 

keep people off of these towers.  And what was the –  20 

GRUBB:  Well, and there is active hunting in the 21 

area, how are you going to protect your people from the 22 

hunters that are off property? 23 

LUTHY:  Protect them from the hunters that are? 24 

GRUBB:  Off property, but maybe firing in your 25 
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direction.  You know, hunters don’t – they’re kind of 1 

indiscriminate.  They aim at the game and not really paying 2 

attention that they may be aiming, you know, at something 3 

that’s actually moving down a zipline that they think – it 4 

just, I just want to make sure that you’re aware of this.  You 5 

know, that you are in an area that’s, you know, pretty heavily 6 

hunted in – during hunting season. 7 

LUTHY:  Right.  That would be on the west side 8 

mainly, because again, the other borders are private.  And 9 

then on the south side there is the road, Mt. Lemmon Road that 10 

– so it goes from the zipline property to Goff property, Mt. 11 

Lemmon Road, and then Forest Service, so there’s a good 12 

barrier right there.  And then I just think just raise as much 13 

awareness as we can around the area.  I think, you know, when 14 

we see cars parked at Southern Belle entrance is where most of 15 

them will park there, you know, I think there’ll be enough 16 

awareness of the area, and then with us trying to raise as 17 

much awareness to those hunters, I just – I think it’ll, it’ll 18 

work, I mean as far as – 19 

RIGGINS:  Commissioner Gutierrez. 20 

GUTIERREZ:  Yeah, I just have two quick questions 21 

for you.  One, how are you going to return people from the end 22 

of the zipline back to the point of origin?  Are they walking 23 

or they (inaudible) same zipline, or? 24 

LUTHY:  The zipline puts them back at the start. 25 



August 21, 2014  Regular Meeting 

 Page 77 of 106 

GUTIERREZ:  So you’re going to – they’re going to go 1 

and come back the same way, so there’s not going to be any 2 

ATVs or quads or anything like that. 3 

LUTHY:  No ATVs, no quads on this property, except 4 

for our security.  We’re going to be running security through 5 

the evening.  That’s one of our ways of controlling things on 6 

property, is running a security.  We’ll have a security guard 7 

living at Charlie’s property across the street, on the north, 8 

north side, on the right side of Mt. Lemmon Road, there’s a 9 

house there that’s been there since the 20s, and cowboys 10 

normally live in it, we’ll have a security there that’ll be 11 

running security. 12 

GUTIERREZ:  Okay. 13 

LUTHY:  Whether someone suggests they do it on foot, 14 

would be perfectly fine with me. 15 

GUTIERREZ:  Okay, and one other thing.  You said you 16 

had – there’s a well on the property and pumps been installed, 17 

has the water been tested out there for -  18 

LUTHY:  Yes. 19 

GUTIERREZ:  Contaminants and stuff. 20 

LUTHY:  Yes, it’s been out there for years and it’s 21 

been hooked up to the home where the cowboys live. 22 

GUTIERREZ:  And it is, I mean it’s safe water, it’s 23 

not arsenic or anything in there? 24 

LUTHY:  No.  It’s been used.  You know, as far as 25 
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drinking and things, we’ll have bottled water. 1 

GUTIERREZ:  Okay, thank you. 2 

RIGGINS:  Vice chairman Hartman. 3 

HARTMAN:  Chairman Riggins, thank you.  Brandon, 4 

(inaudible) the natural vegetation and (inaudible) this road, 5 

and I’m, I’m wondering how could you alleviate a great portion 6 

of that?  And as I look at this, at this plat map, when you 7 

come to the switchback could you not maybe consider an 8 

entrance down at the first switchback, rather than going 9 

through that one and then going to the road that is the access 10 

road to the – that the hunters use? 11 

LUTHY:  We actually come in the other way.  We don’t 12 

go up the switchbacks.  At the – we come down – Oracle is on 13 

the – Oracle’s up, so you actually come this way, so our 14 

entrance is at the bottom, we don’t go on the switchbacks. 15 

HARTMAN:  So you’re coming down from the north.  16 

You’re coming down from the north.  All right.  Okay.  That, 17 

that alleviates some of my thoughts.  But the dust problem, 18 

I’m really concerned with the dust on that one mile of dirt 19 

road.  My farm is one mile wide and I’ll tell you what, when 20 

you drive across my farm, I can create a lot of – and – dust, 21 

and I just got through putting some millings down, so I don’t 22 

know what you’re going to do, but I do think that there’s some 23 

need for air quality. 24 

LUTHY:  Well, one of our ways is the shuttles.  You 25 
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know, to bring 45 people to this zipline with three vehicles, 1 

is an excellent way of alleviating a lot of traffic, and 2 

creating a lot of revenue, and also be prescheduling these 3 

events and these corporate retreats, it also does the ranches 4 

well as well, you know, does their business a great 5 

(inaudible).  You know, and again, Justin lives right there on 6 

that mile, you know, and he’s a very honest, great guy, so he 7 

– again, if he wants to step up and, you know.  And I know all 8 

roads are the same when it comes to dust, but you know, I 9 

mean, I don’t know if anyone’s aware, but there is other 10 

commercial type businesses out there, as well as the Sycamore 11 

Boys Ranch, which is past that, and the Y Camp, you know, 12 

Campo Bonito, that’s basically a commercial venture.  So we’d 13 

be willing to, you know, to do anything we could to, to 14 

deviate it.  And I believe by coming up with shuttle bus and 15 

things like that, I think that’s an excellent way to deviate 16 

the dust.  But if there is another way – you know, I know 17 

they’re coming out with all kinds of neat little products to 18 

put over the dirt, like I’m going to say glue or something, 19 

but there is some things that can, can help, you know, and we 20 

have water trucks.  You know, the ranch has water trucks, so 21 

if there’s anything we can do, and if it did become a problem, 22 

we’d be more than happy to try to come up with a solution. 23 

HARTMAN:  You’re on recording, you know. 24 

RIGGINS:  Commissioners, any other questions? 25 
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LUTHY:  Yeah, it wouldn’t be a big deal for us to do 1 

something like that. 2 

RIGGINS:  Commissioner Putrick. 3 

PUTRICK:  I visited the site yesterday, and I’m an 4 

old off roader.  I used to do a lot of Jeeping in California 5 

and Oregon and Washington, and I can tell you that that road 6 

is safe.  What is not safe are some of the drivers.  So, I 7 

think in terms of the dust, there’s as much dust that would be 8 

created by – as an example, a great big dually Ford pickup 9 

truck hauling a livestock trailer, another guy in a four wheel 10 

drive that was jacked up and he was doing probably 55 coming 11 

down the road, and so I think the road is safe and I don’t 12 

think we’re gonna – I don’t think we’re going to see a big 13 

issue with dust.  The other comment I wanted to make was 14 

regarding the fence.  I think your Game & Fish guy will urge 15 

you not to put fence because the State of Arizona has not a 16 

rule, but Fish & Game advises you not to interfere with 17 

wildlife corridors.  So that means no fences, none of that 18 

stuff, so if that is a wildlife corridor there, we would – I 19 

think the State would urge you not to put any fencing.  And 20 

that’s all I have to say, thank you. 21 

RIGGINS:  I believe also it is somewhat germane to 22 

the issue that during the length of a zipline, nobody gets on 23 

or off anyway. 24 

PUTRICK:  Yes. 25 
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RIGGINS:  You’re on it.  And so you only have issues 1 

at the exit and entrance points anyway, and in an eco tour 2 

where you’re looking at the environment, the last thing you 3 

want is to see a new fence put 25 foot off the corridor you 4 

just put a zipline on, so that observation from, from me.  Any 5 

other Commissioners before we go to a –the public part of the 6 

meeting?  Any other questions?  Okay, well thank you very 7 

much.  You can go ahead and sit down.  We’re going to call you 8 

back up at the end to answer any other questions there may be.  9 

We’re going to go and open the public portion of the meeting 10 

now and ask if there’s anybody that would speak for or against 11 

this case.  Please.  Either which one of you that wants to 12 

come first.  Could you go ahead and state your name, and sign 13 

in, your address and –  14 

DARIMONT:  My name is Adrian Darimont.  I own the 15 

ranch across the street from this.  I have roughly a mile of 16 

boundary.  I think it says on one of the maps, it’s to the 17 

east.  The road, it’s a great road.  The only time it’s bad, 18 

we just had two major storms.  County came in within I would 19 

say a day on the first one, and two days on the second one.  20 

They are fantastic.  As far as the mileage goes, they just put 21 

in the chip and seal which was about two miles, which was from 22 

Webb Road, which is the asphalt, which when you come from 23 

Oracle towards this property, when you hit Webb Road, you turn 24 

left on Webb, that takes you to San Manuel.  You go straight, 25 
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continuing Mt. Lemmon Road, which was exactly 3.9 to my gate, 1 

which is when you look at that map, you see my house.  When 2 

you see the switchbacks, you keep going and then there’s that 3 

big loop, and you see that dark roof, that’s my roof.  So it’s 4 

3.9, again from Webb Road to my gate. So I would say it’s, you 5 

know, you could see the switchbacks.  I would say there’s 6 

approximately one, one mile to 1.2 of dirt.  Those are actual 7 

numbers, because they put the chip and seal in.  That chip and 8 

seal, I couldn’t believe it after these two storms that hit, 9 

which I haven’t seen storms like that in years, where the 10 

Bonita is, which is the worst part of that road when it washes 11 

out, that was major damage this last storm that we had.  And 12 

that chip and seal road, fully intact.  I couldn’t believe it.  13 

So it’s a real good road.  I’m trying to address the other 14 

concerns, I’m trying to remember what they were now, besides 15 

the road.  You know, the impact of area.  I’m also a business 16 

owner, if I can address those issues.  I own the Oracle 17 

Steakhouse and Lounge.  I own the grocery store which is the 18 

Oracle Market.  Every business in Oracle struggles.  I had 19 

more businesses in Oracle, I have closed them down.  They’re 20 

just not, there’s just not enough traffic.  I pull traffic 21 

having the steakhouse and lounge.  If I didn’t have Saddle 22 

Brook Ranch, if I didn’t have Saddle Brook, the main Saddle 23 

Brook, if I didn’t have parts of Oro and all the other 24 

business – the residential areas that I draw from farther than 25 
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that, I wouldn’t be in Oracle. I  couldn’t maintain.  There’s 1 

just not enough in the community to sustain the size 2 

restaurant and lounge, and the Oracle Market that I have.  And 3 

that’s – I think anybody that knows the area would, would 4 

agree with that.  Help me with the other concerns that there 5 

were, that I wanted to address.  Any questions, because again, 6 

I’m in that area as far as right across the street.  I am a 7 

business owner in Oracle, so if there’s any questions that 8 

could be directed to me, I’d like to know. 9 

RIGGINS:  Commissioners, any questions?  10 

Commissioner Gutierrez. 11 

GUTIERREZ:  How many – I guess you could call it – 12 

neighbors out there do you have that are, you know, in that 13 

general area? 14 

DARIMONT:  That’s what you also need to know. The 15 

boys ranch is past my ranch, which is at Peppersauce, which 16 

you’re probably all aware of.  In between that, which they’re 17 

only on about eight acres of Peppersauce Creek, between them 18 

and myself, is Bill Murray who has – Bill has right around, 19 

right around 480 acres, I believe.  That’s my neighbor to the 20 

south.  He has one house on that property that he resides in.  21 

Then to the other end, which is to the north side, which is 22 

more directly in front of this property, is the Rice Ranch, 23 

and Rice has I want to say 380 acres, I believe is his 24 

acreage.  Now he is a cattleman, him and his wife both.  They 25 
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operate it themselves, which – as I am.  I (inaudible) 1 

recently because the vegetation does not withstand – it can’t 2 

take it, with our drought that we’ve had, we constantly have 3 

to move cattle off to give the vegetation time over at least 4 

one season or more to re-vegetate.  And we’re having that 5 

issue (inaudible).  Cattle business out there is tough.  The 6 

Goffs which Brandon is working with on this project, are – I 7 

don’t remember how many generations of cattlemen (inaudible) 8 

much anymore in the cattle business, and they have tens and 9 

thousands of acres.  They’re the true cattlemen in Arizona. 10 

RIGGINS:  Anyone else? 11 

SALAS:  Who owns the mineral rights to that property 12 

where the proposed zipline is, do you know? 13 

DARIMONT:  I don’t know, and I don’t know who could 14 

answer (inaudible).  That could be directed to anybody that 15 

would be here that might know. 16 

SALAS:  That was a mine before (inaudible). 17 

DARIMONT:  Yeah, it was very – it’s – yeah, I think 18 

in (inaudible). 19 

SALAS:  There was one in the late 50s, early 60s, I 20 

think Mae West owned the property at that time and she did a 21 

little mining in that particular area. 22 

DARIMONT:  I’m very familiar –  23 

SALAS:  I don’t know what happened to the property 24 

as far as the mineral rights are concerned. 25 
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DARIMONT:  It was at my ranch in those days, the 3C, 1 

as John Wayne was (inaudible).  Thank you. 2 

RIGGINS:  Do we have someone else who would like to 3 

come up and speak?  And if you could, state your name and sign 4 

in your address. 5 

BRISTOW:  I can’t do that without a pen.  Yeah, I’m 6 

Bud Bristow and I live in Oracle, and I’m the phantom Game & 7 

Fish guy he referred to a while ago.  Yeah, I was with the 8 

Game & Fish for, altogether, about 32 years and so I’ve been a 9 

wildlife biologist for a long time.  We do have a commitment 10 

from the owner, from Mr. Goff, we’ve discussed it with him, 11 

and we hope in the future probably to develop a wildlife 12 

watching area in that area that has more vegetation that runs 13 

through the center.  That’s an old – it’s a well now, but 14 

originally it was a spring and during the winter time, during 15 

winter periods, it still comes out and it’s a real attractive 16 

area for wildlife.  At night is mostly when you would see the 17 

javelina and deer in the area, but during the day it would be 18 

a beautiful area to try to develop for bird watching and 19 

photography, and so the concept would be that you might 20 

develop a place people could go in a blind, and do photos.  21 

The idea on, on the development of this place is to make it 22 

attractive, not just for the zipline itself, that’s for the 23 

exhilaration and those type people, but also to make it 24 

attractive for the average person to enjoy the wildlife and 25 
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enjoy the out of doors.  It is a beautiful area to see.  How 1 

it ever got that line, that property line down through the 2 

middle of that building – usually those mill sites are ten 3 

acres when they’re developed on public lands - how they ever 4 

got that, someone must have kicked the tripod on the transit 5 

leg or something, because they’ve run it right crossways 6 

across the building.  One thing that I wanted to address was 7 

the dust problem that was mentioned earlier.  We only have 8 

about a mile of road remaining now, a little over a mile, 9 

where you have dust.  And we did really have dust problems, 10 

but they solved it about four months ago when they chip sealed 11 

the last piece of that.  Most of them were caused from the big 12 

dump trucks with the gravel on the side road that came up from 13 

the pit that was referenced earlier.  But that’s pretty well 14 

been solved.  We will see a little bit more.  We anticipate 15 

traffic on the property because some people are gonna go 16 

there, hopefully, in you know, individual cars.  But most of 17 

it will probably be organized and they’ll use the buses for 18 

that.  One thing I wanted to make sure that we emphasize is 19 

this area does not have a – we aren’t a city, we’re not 20 

incorporated, so we depend on you people to look at our 21 

proposals and make decisions, and so that’s what we’re doing 22 

today.  We’re coming to you and offering one, and we’re asking 23 

for your help in that respect.  This particular area has a 24 

number of ranches that have been – from, literally from back 25 
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in the 1800s.  They’ve been developed and people have had to 1 

accommodate and try to come up with new ideas on how they can 2 

support themselves, and so we have a wealth of what we call 3 

eco tourism now, of bed and breakfasts that were ranches and 4 

that’s mostly what Oracle is now.  At one time we had – we 5 

have Tom Mix, the night before he was killed, staying in 6 

Oracle.  That, that place developed as a place for the wealthy 7 

to come, and it still remains that way.  And obviously we’re 8 

trying to develop – we’re trying to communicate with each 9 

other and organize and develop the best eco tourism site that 10 

we can.  I’m also on the fire board and so I can tell you that 11 

we have about a little less than a five minute response time 12 

from the district, from the fire district.  Now this is at the 13 

present time just slightly outside of our district, but we are 14 

considering right now, in fact, extending it over to that 15 

area.  And right now we serve this district, as you know, when 16 

there’s a problem you gotta go.  You don’t have a choice, even 17 

though it’s out of your district.  And we’re looking at 18 

extending our district over to this, and we’re probably 19 

talking about a ten to 12 minute.  That road as someone 20 

referenced, it’s a speedy road if you really want to take it.  21 

It’s pretty straight, and it’s been improved now up to within 22 

a mile of it.  So we’re in pretty good shape in that respect.  23 

We do have a site there in Oracle, a helicopter site, and 24 

that’s where the helicopter from the emergency center in 25 
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Tucson comes to pick people up, or to transport people, and we 1 

bring them there from the – from our chopper.  Okay, are there 2 

any questions or anything that you have? 3 

RIGGINS:  Commissioners? 4 

BRISTOW:  One other, one other point, the roads are 5 

talking to, are presently used for hunting.  It’s mostly 6 

during deer season and javelina season, and the Goff family 7 

and ranch has been very cooperative with the Game & Fish 8 

Department in developing access and maintaining access.  So if 9 

it’s necessary, and it may well be, to close off that road for 10 

that, I’m sure that Charles Goff will develop an area so that 11 

we can get access back there.  I’m a hunter too, I’ve been one 12 

all of my life. 13 

RIGGINS:  Vice chair Hartman. 14 

HARTMAN:  Chairman Riggins.  Thank you.  Mr. 15 

Driscoll, it was mentioned earlier that the hunters that 16 

possibly gun, gunfire might be directed towards this zipline, 17 

I’m not really familiar with the topography of this area and I 18 

know that hunters normally look – they – some of the kids 19 

might not, but the hunt, real hunters look at the object 20 

they’re shooting at and what’s beyond that object, so is there 21 

much of a danger of somebody shooting while somebody’s on the 22 

zipline? 23 

BRISTOW:  Mr. Chairman, Mr. Vice Chairman, no, I 24 

don’t think that would be a concern.  One thing it’s going to 25 
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be elevated, but another is just from practical standpoint, 1 

there’s not going to be deer and javelina around where you’ve 2 

got people, screaming kids and lots of conversation going on.  3 

The other is you can’t discharge a firearm within a quarter of 4 

a mile of a building or a – even a pen holding cattle, for 5 

example.  So that, that type thing is pretty well answered 6 

with that.  Another is, boy we have a very, very low accident 7 

rate in firemarms.  Sometimes we’ll go an entire year and 8 

never have an accident, you know, and that’s, that’s because 9 

we have the education program going, the NRA is supporting. 10 

RIGGINS:  Very good.  Commissioners?  Anything?  11 

Thank you very much. 12 

BRISTOW:  Thank you. 13 

RIGGINS:  Anyone else to come up and speak?  Good 14 

morning.  If you could state your name and sign in please. 15 

TUCK:  Liz Harris Tuck.  I live in Oracle and I also 16 

am a consultant to the Copper Corridor Economic Development 17 

Coalition in the Copper Corridor so (inaudible) Hayden, and 18 

then across 77 and includes Oracle, Superior, San Manuel and 19 

Mammoth.  And we toured this area last week and the mayor of 20 

Kearney was with us and one of the town councilwomen from 21 

Mammoth, as well as myself, and they were as excited about 22 

this project as people from Oracle are because our area does 23 

not have the ability to have any kind of large commercial 24 

projects or factories, that kind of thing.  Whenever a site 25 
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selector is looking for an area to build a large project, they 1 

want to know where are the airports, where are the freeways, 2 

where are the railroads, we have none of those things.  The 3 

only way that – there are two ways that our area can exist 4 

economically, and that’s through small businesses like Adrian 5 

was describing his businesses, and tourism of some kind or 6 

another.  That really is all that we have, and if we aren’t 7 

supporting projects like this, our towns are going to die, 8 

literally.  I, I think Oracle probably will not die, but if 9 

you’ve been to Hayden or Kearney or Mammoth lately, it – they 10 

are really struggling, even more than we are.  So, this really 11 

is a necessary project that can help those surrounding 12 

communities, because they also have restaurants and places for 13 

people to spend the night.  So I just wanted to say that we 14 

really think there is an economic need for a project like 15 

this.  Thank you. 16 

RIGGINS:  Commissioners?  Questions?  Thank you 17 

(inaudible).  Anyone else?  If you could state your name and 18 

sign in please. 19 

A. BRISTOW:  My name is Alicia Bristow and I’m also 20 

an Oracle resident, and a native of Arizona, born in 21 

Flagstaff.  I got involved with this project, mainly because 22 

I’m the president of the Oracle – an organization, it’s called 23 

the Oracle Women’s Network.  And while the name may seem small 24 

and not inclusive, it really is very inclusive.  We’ve been 25 
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working for over six years to support our businesses, to deal 1 

with when businesses close, new ones open and we’re kind of a 2 

think tank for the community.  We’re involved with the art 3 

community, all of the businesses.  We got involved with 4 

Brandon and this project because we really, I think, caught 5 

onto his dream and what it might do.  This organization has 6 

done a number of things over this six years.  We were the 7 

first organization to develop a brochure for Oracle, which – 8 

with a map in it that showed all of the various businesses in 9 

town, and our services, and it’s been a real asset.  10 

Distribution has been to resorts downtown, when visitors come 11 

into town, so it’s been a real plus, and we’re getting ready 12 

to revise that.  The second thing that we did which was an 13 

astronomical feat really is we started a tri-community 14 

visitors center.  Some time ago there was another, like a 15 

small chamber of commerce, I believe in Mammoth or in San 16 

Manuel, and that went by the wayside and we really saw a need 17 

to pull our communities together.  Oracle is the gateway to 18 

the Arizona Trail, it’s the gateway to the Copper Corridor, 19 

we’re really in a unique position for this type of a project, 20 

because people come from Tucson, they come to the Biosphere as 21 

you’ve mentioned.  We’ve been working these six years to kind 22 

of put Oracle on the map, but we want to be very careful.  We 23 

want planned growth, we want the kind of business and growth 24 

that’s going to be compatible with who we are; our unique 25 
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lifestyle.  And you know – all know – how many of you have 1 

been to Oracle?  Everybody been to Oracle?  We’ve got horse 2 

people, we’ve got artist people, we’ve got the old hippies, 3 

we’ve got the Hispanic community, we’ve got people who still 4 

work in Tucson or in Florence, we’re, we’re very much a 5 

diverse community, and this group – the Oracle Network – 6 

brings women together, yes, but we’ve also started a business 7 

alliance.  You’ve heard we’re not incorporated, but we do have 8 

a lot of businesses that are owned by men as well and so we 9 

want to be all inclusive.  We’re trying to find a way, how do 10 

we package Oracle?  Instead of having events that pull against 11 

one another, how do we package Oracle to the world, and we see 12 

this zipline as a true gift that perhaps we can mold and with 13 

your help, contributing to something really spectacular and in 14 

a way that doesn’t impact our eco system.  We look at our 15 

natural resource area, we’re really unique in this part of the 16 

country.  San Tan and the other areas fight for open space.  I 17 

serve on the open space and trails committee for our area with 18 

the County and Pinal Partnership, and they’re all really 19 

grappling with how they’re going to save their open space, how 20 

are they going to use their open space, and here when you look 21 

to Oracle and our area, we have got an abundance of open 22 

space.  So it’s really important to us how are we going to use 23 

it in the future, what are we going to plan for and we’re 24 

hoping that you will help us plan.  And I do know Señor Salas, 25 
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I was really concerned when you said that, you know, do we 1 

need it?  Yes we need it.  Oracle, as they told you, is the 2 

only community that is growing, but if we don’t continue to 3 

grow, we don’t put the right things in place, that’s not going 4 

– it won’t help San Manuel, it won’t help Mammoth, and those 5 

are kind of like our sister communities.  Thank you for 6 

listening to me today, and I hope you will vote for this 7 

project.  Thank you so much. 8 

RIGGINS:  Commissioners?  Questions?  Thank you.  9 

Anybody else.  Please come up.  If you’ll go ahead and state 10 

your name and sign in.  I think we’ve solved the pen problem 11 

on the podium. 12 

NICHOLS:  My name is Zach Nichols, I am a native of 13 

Tucson, Arizona and I moved to Oracle in January 1
st
 of 2013.  14 

I am the general manager of El Rancho Robles, which is a turn 15 

of the century historic guest ranch that has been completely 16 

redone in the last 24 months.  I did a lot of the research 17 

with Brandon on ziplines and I can tell you that if the poles 18 

go up, the money comes in.  And it’s big money, and I think 19 

that you guys should do some research yourself and find out 20 

what the economic impact are to North Carolina, to California, 21 

to Colorado and to Oregon.  It’s very safe, it’s easily 22 

insured and it has a low impact on the environment.  There’s 23 

not going to be any more traffic than what you see out there 24 

on that road right now, and the fact that there’s an 25 
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economically viable way to make money without having to ruin 1 

that land, is going to have us – give us the ability to 2 

improve that road; maybe down the road we chip seal it all the 3 

way to it, or we pave it, but it’s not going to be any more 4 

traffic than the deluge of four wheel drivers that you see 5 

going up the road to the back side of Mt. Lemmon, which is a 6 

dangerous road, but it’s not until you get past Peppersauce 7 

Canyon, okay?  So that’s all I really have to say is do the 8 

research, there’s a lot of money out there.  If you put the 9 

stick up, the people will come and it will make you money, and 10 

it’s safe.  And we’ve got the most prolific builder of 11 

ziplines in Oracle, and he learned his business at the 12 

Triangle Y Ranch Camp, you know?  So it all fits together.  I 13 

think you guys should say yes. 14 

RIGGINS:  Very good.  Commissioners? 15 

NICHOLS:  And keep people in my beds. 16 

GRUBB:  Yes. 17 

RIGGINS:  Commissioner Grubb. 18 

GRUBB:  I – speaking for myself, I understand what 19 

you’re trying to accomplish and bring things to the area.  I 20 

was – I lived in Tucson for 20 years, and was involved in a 21 

number of projects at the Biosphere, and so I’m very aware of 22 

the Oracle area, I’ve traveled that road, up the backside of 23 

Mt. Lemmon more times than I care to count, because it is a 24 

beautiful part of the state.  And I understand that economic 25 
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development, I sat on the economic development committee in 1 

the San Tan Valley, and chamber of commerce and everybody that 2 

marches up here, you know, I mirror your comments on trying to 3 

bring those types of things to our state that will attract – I 4 

did do the research and I did look at things, and the states 5 

that have done these and the economic growth that it has 6 

brought, particularly in Oregon because again, I lived in 7 

Oregon for three years and I’m very well aware of what’s gone 8 

on up there, and their attempts to again bring dollars in in a 9 

tough economy.  I just want to make sure that we’re doing the 10 

right thing for our environment.  You know, our job sitting 11 

here is to work for the Supervisors to review projects that 12 

come in – 13 

NICHOLS:  Is before you get to Oracle and the 14 

research on the biosphere is this:  That 90 percent of the 15 

people that come there are brand new.  That means that they 16 

have no repeat business, and nobody goes through from the 17 

Biosphere into Oracle.  With the zipline, you’ve got to go 18 

through Oracle.  You have to go through Oracle and then you’re 19 

right there where you can go to Mammoth and you can go to San 20 

Manuel.  San Manuel was Del Webb’s first master planned 21 

community.  You know, you want to see how he learned how to do 22 

his business, you can go down there and see that community.  I 23 

mean it’s the basis for all of the 55-plus communities we have 24 

today.  It is important for us to draw people through Oracle, 25 
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and that’s the only way that we’re going to be able to save 1 

the lifestyle that we have right now and not end up like San 2 

Manuel and Mammoth, which are ghost towns right now.  Okay?  3 

So I appreciate your time, thank you. 4 

RIGGINS:  Commissioners?  Okay, thank you very much.  5 

Anybody else?  If you could state your name and sign in 6 

please. 7 

PALMER:  My name is Justin Palmer, I live at 34358 8 

South Mt. Lemmon Road and I am a native of Oracle.  I’m here 9 

for three reasons.  One, as somebody in the neighborhood, I 10 

support this project.  I live immediately north, just off the 11 

picture.  Yeah, you can’t quite see it in the picture there.  12 

I am also here as a small business owner, I have a small 13 

resale shop in Oracle, my three sons do not have to drive to 14 

Tucson to work, and to not drive up the mountain to work at a 15 

copper mine.  To work at a positive environment that does not 16 

ruin the ecology of the area.  And that’s really all I have to 17 

say. 18 

RIGGINS:  Okay. 19 

PALMER:  Any questions? 20 

RIGGINS:  Commissioners?  Thank you very much. 21 

PALMER:  Thank you. 22 

RIGGINS:  Do we have anybody else that wishes to 23 

speak?  Then we will close the public portion of the meeting 24 

and I’ll turn it back to the Commissioners.  Discussion? 25 
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??:  Mr. Chair?  Mr. Tim Kanavel who’s our economic 1 

development director is in the room and I’d like to know if he 2 

has any comments on, on this particular project. 3 

KANAVEL:  Good morning Mr. Chairman and members of 4 

the Commission.  Yes, last Friday I was one of the one that 5 

had the great opportunity to go down and take a tour of the 6 

facility.  Certainly when – as the economic development 7 

manager for the County, we’re always looking for opportunities 8 

to provide jobs and provide tax revenue, and also income tax 9 

revenue for the different citizens of the County.  One of the 10 

things that we certainly, are very apparent and are very aware 11 

of, in that particular area jobs are very hard to come by.  12 

You’re going to have to travel great distances to go anywhere, 13 

whether it’s Tucson, Oro Valley or even to Florence, or to the 14 

mines or whatever it is.  With the closing of the mines in San 15 

Manuel back in 2002, 3 or 4, whatever year that was, that took 16 

a tremendous amount of economic oomph out of that area.  The 17 

towns of Mammoth and San Manuel are decreasing in population, 18 

as is Kearney, and as is Superior.  A lot of what they have 19 

had in the past is actually just leaving, it’s going with the 20 

people, the different types of businesses.  You can go down in 21 

Superior, go down Main Street and look at the different empty 22 

buildings.  You can go through San Manuel and look at the golf 23 

course is even closed, and some of the other buildings have 24 

already closed.  This provides an opportunity for the 25 
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ancillary operations for eco tourism.  Now, what the County’s 1 

trying to put together is the eco tourism corridor is what we 2 

– and we started with Apache Junction, we’re starting at the 3 

Lost Dutchman Mine, gone up through Superior with (inaudible) 4 

– or the excuse me – the Boyce Arboretum (inaudible) – the 5 

Boyce Arboretum, then go down to the, to the Gila River, the 6 

San Pedro, Aravaipa Canyon.  We also have the Arizona Trail 7 

that goes up there, it’s a big trail that goes from Mexico to 8 

the Grand Canyon.  Then we have the Biosphere.  We’ve got the 9 

opportunities with the guest ranches in the Oracle area.  So 10 

you can see we are trying, at the County level, to create this 11 

big arch of economic development, based on eco tourism; 12 

because as Ms. Tuck actually said, the opportunities to be 13 

able to bring anything major over there other than mining, is 14 

just almost – there’s not ten acres hardly of flat land 15 

anywhere to be able to put anything, we don’t have the 16 

infrastructure, we don’t have the power.  You know, even San 17 

Carlos Irrigation Project, they’ll tell you it’s very, very 18 

difficult to put anything of any size in there that has – that 19 

would need any type of electricity or at least a great amount 20 

of electricity.  So one of the things is this fits in with 21 

what we’ve been trying to put together for quite some time.  22 

I’ve been here with the County for almost five years, and this 23 

actually falls into what we’re really taking a look at.  And I 24 

can assure you, now I’m not going to vote the Supervisors, but 25 
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I can tell you this is what they’re taking a look at as far as 1 

eco tourism and what they would like to see in this particular 2 

area.  I got to see some incredible guest ranches that I never 3 

knew existed down there, so I was very pleased to see that.  I 4 

don’t know if any of you have had the opportunity to go down 5 

there, but some of these are great, but they need people to 6 

stay there.  That’s how they make money, and this provides an 7 

opportunity for that.  But certainly in my department, and as 8 

the manager for economic development, I certainly support this 9 

project.  Thank you. 10 

RIGGINS: Commissioners?  Commissioner Salas. 11 

SALAS:  How many jobs are we talking about will this 12 

generate there, (inaudible). 13 

KANAVEL:  I was told when – I asked some of the very 14 

same questions you guys have already asked, because I wanted 15 

to know this too, before I’d support anything, I’d want to 16 

know.  And the types of job that you told me, the original, 17 

the initial jobs would be around six jobs to start with, and 18 

then the ancillary jobs would be able to put everything 19 

together, would be construction jobs and things like that.  20 

Some of those would be temporary, but some will be permanent.  21 

But what we take a look at, sir, is when we bring in a 22 

business anywhere, we look at the ancillary operations that 23 

would along with that.  So if Brandon can bring this in and 24 

get this put up and it brings in jobs for other restaurants 25 
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and stuff, we’re really not quite sure, because the multiplier 1 

effect of an operation like this is usually three, which means 2 

for every job that he creates, it creates three more, and then 3 

it can – it starts multiplying out.  Then a restaurant would 4 

need extra people, the hotels would need extra people, the 5 

guest ranches would need extra people, the stores would need 6 

extra people and likewise.  But the multiplier effect of this 7 

is fairly high.  Mines are only 3.9, these are around 3.  3.0, 8 

3.1, something like that, which is actually very, very high 9 

for the multiplier effect. 10 

SALAS:  Yeah, I’m interested in permanent jobs.  11 

Like Mrs. Bristow said she didn’t want to destroy open spaces 12 

in our county, neither do I, that’s why I ask if it’s 13 

(inaudible) disturb an area like that that’s semi-pristine 14 

anyway, that it – if it would really benefit our area.  If 15 

it’s only going to create three or four jobs, in my opinion, 16 

it doesn’t do anybody any good. 17 

KANAVEL:  Well, that’s certainly – you’re entitled 18 

to your opinion.  But my opinion is totally different, because 19 

any job is better than no job, and anytime that you create a 20 

single job, it’s better than not having any type of jobs.  21 

With the unemployment rate down there in that particular part 22 

of the County is extremely high, because the job opportunities 23 

are very, very lacking.  So whether it’s one job or 1,000 24 

jobs, or five jobs or whatever it happens to be, one job is 25 
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certainly something that we don’t have to pay for in either 1 

welfare or any type of a public assistance that they have.  So 2 

I’d certainly beg to differ with you on that, because any job 3 

is better than no job.  Five jobs is better than zero jobs.  4 

Now I think no one would argue with that. 5 

RIGGINS:  Okay, Commissioners?  Thank you very much. 6 

KANAVEL:  Thank you very much, appreciate it. 7 

RIGGINS:  Turn it back to the Commissioners again.  8 

Discussion.  Questions of the applicant?  Motion?  Mary?  9 

Commissioner Aguirre-Vogler. 10 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  I don’t believe that’s my, my area 11 

anymore, I believe that’s District 1, but I’ll go for it.  12 

I’ll try to do what I can do here.  I’ll recommend the 13 

Commission forward SUP-009-14 to the Board of Supervisors, 14 

which a favorable recommendation, with the attached nine 15 

stipulations. 16 

RIGGINS:  We have a motion.  Do we have a second. 17 

GUTIERREZ:  Second. 18 

RIGGINS:  Commissioner Gutierrez seconds.  Go ahead 19 

and call for a vote.  All those in favor? 20 

Collective:  Aye. 21 

RIGGINS:  Opposed?  Passes unanimously?  Okay.  22 

You’ll have your meeting with the Board of Supervisors in a 23 

month, or so.  Okay, Commission, we have a, we have a 24 

tentative plot that we’re seeing here.  What’s lunch, what’s 25 
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going on with things? 1 

ABRAHAM:  Lunch is here.  If you want to break, 2 

you’re certainly welcome to do that, or you can go ahead and 3 

do the plat. 4 

RIGGINS:  The statement has been made to keep going, 5 

but I’m going to call for a five minute recess because if I 6 

don’t, I won’t make it for much longer, so.  We reconvene.  7 

We’re going to go into tentative plats.  Tentative plats are 8 

not public hearings.  The public may attend and listen to the 9 

proceedings, but only address the Commission with its 10 

permission.  Our tentative plat is case number S-023-14.  Will 11 

the applicant come forward and let us know what they want to 12 

do? 13 

ABRAHAM:  Mr. Chairman, did you want staff to do a 14 

brief presentation or do you just want to skip it? 15 

RIGGINS:  You know what, I apologize.  I apologize. 16 

ABRAHAM:  Okay. 17 

RIGGINS:  I apologize to the applicants.  If staff 18 

would please present the case. 19 

BALMER:  Chairman Riggins, Mr. – or members of the 20 

Commission, this is case S-023-14.  The subject property’s 21 

east of Gantzel and south of Combs in the San Tan Valley area.  22 

The applicant is requesting approval of a tentative plat for 23 

82 lots in the Shea Homes at Johnson Farms neighborhood.  24 

Landowner is Trilogy Encanterra, and the engineer is Coe & Van 25 
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Loo.  Here’s the County map.  Here’s the area map.  The, the 1 

parcel is highlighted in between the golf courses.  Here is 2 

the tentative plat.  Photos were taken on Combs road.  This is 3 

north across Combs.  East.  South into Encanterra.  West along 4 

Combs.  And this is the subject parcel.  There are 15 5 

stipulations attached to this case, and that concludes my 6 

presentation, but I’m happy to answer any questions you may 7 

have. 8 

RIGGINS:  Any questions from the Commission? 9 

??:  Yes.  Mr. Chairman.  I drove over there 10 

yesterday and that new entrance off of Gantzel goes right into 11 

where this, this is, is that not correct? 12 

BALMER:  That is correct, there is a new entrance. 13 

??:  And it’s right off Gantzel, across the street 14 

from the Fry’s shopping center there. 15 

RIGGINS:  Okay.  The applicant come up and tell us – 16 

IZER:  …piece of that is visible to a golf course 17 

and its proximity to the club.  That is a 60,000 square foot 18 

club, a little over $30 million, so it’s pretty nice.  So we 19 

really wanted to make sure that those home sites were special, 20 

so we changed it.  You unanimously approved that back in May, 21 

we’re just here showing you what we showed you in May doing 22 

exactly what we showed you then and we’re just – we’re getting 23 

excited about. 24 

RIGGINS:  Any questions of – Vice Chair Hartman. 25 
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HARTMAN:  Chairman Riggins, thank you.  Rob, this – 1 

you guys are moving right along on this, this is good.  As far 2 

as a Commissioner Member’s concerned we hate to keep seeing 3 

tentative plats come back for extensions, extensions, and 4 

you’re literally moving on with a tentative plat. 5 

IZER:  Yes sir. 6 

HARTMAN:  Which is, which is great.  I was reading 7 

through the history of this thing and I thought – and I’ve 8 

been on this Commission a while – and I thought man oh man, 9 

how did we ever vote for the density that this originally 10 

started out at, you know?  And for you to come down – we’ve 11 

gone through this – but to come down to 82 lots, you should be 12 

commended, really.  I mean – 13 

IZER:  I also want to, you know, it is a diversity.  14 

I think the higher density was a desire for some diversity 15 

within the County, if not the community, and we want to 16 

maintain that.  This product is not a standard single family 17 

lot.  The particular house that we’re looking at is - we 18 

actually have an example out in Palm Springs right now, and 19 

it’s doing amazingly well, because it lives out the side and 20 

the back, so we – we’re actually utilizing a side yard portion 21 

of this that most home sites don’t utilize.  You know, as 22 

again, and in Encanterra we don’t do the typical side yard 23 

fences, so we actually want to use that.  We want to allow 24 

grills and things like that, but also because of the views of 25 
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the club and the golf course, so we do think it continues to 1 

add to the diversity. 2 

HARTMAN:  I just really want to kind of commend you 3 

on the fact that you guys are adjusting to the market, and we, 4 

we keep extending these tentative plats and it’s not our goal 5 

to try to tell the developers that hey, they need to rethink 6 

this before they keep just extending it, but you guys are just 7 

– and that’s – you’re doing just exactly what I personally 8 

think that the developers need to do is maybe change their 9 

designs a little bit to adapt to the market. 10 

IZER:  Thank you sir. 11 

HARTMAN:  Thank you. 12 

RIGGINS:  Commissioners, any others?  And do we have 13 

somebody that would –  14 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  I’ll make a motion. 15 

RIGGINS:  Like to make a motion? 16 

AGUIRRE-VOGLER:  Move to approve findings one 17 

through seven as set forth in the staff report, and approve 18 

the tentative plat in planning case S-023-14, with the 15 19 

stipulations as presented in the staff report. 20 

RIGGINS:  We have a motion. 21 

HARTMAN:  I’ll second the motion. 22 

RIGGINS:  Motion from Commissioner Aguirre-Vogler 23 

and a second from Vice Chairman Hartman.  I’ll go ahead and 24 

call for the vote, all in favor? 25 
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COLLECTIVE:  Aye. 1 

RIGGINS:  All opposed.  It passes unanimously. 2 

IZER:  Thank you, Commissioners. 3 

RIGGINS: Thank you.  And according to what I see on 4 

our agenda, it looks like the next word I see is adjournment. 5 

AUIRRE-VOGLER:  I’ll make that motion. 6 

RIGGINS:  There being no more – there being no more 7 

business for the Commission, we have a motion for adjournment. 8 

??:  Second. 9 

RIGGINS:  We have a second, all in favor? 10 

COLLECTIVE:  Aye. 11 

RIGGINS:  Okay.  Adjourned. 12 
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