PINAL COUNTY LIFESTYLE – NOVEMBER 2010
“And now the news from Pinal County – in a cloud of dust.”  The Environmental Protection Agency finally released its draft map for that part of Pinal County that they deem to be in non-compliance with EPA’s particulate matter (PM10) that’s 10 microns in size.  Despite the unanimous recommendation for a very small, targeted area to be designated Non-Attainment for PM10 by all of the Pinal stakeholders (including Pinal County government), the EPA’s draft map proposes to cover most of western Pinal County. 
With the exception of tribal lands (Ak-Chin and Gila River Indian Communities, the Tohono O’odham Nation (including Florence Village), and the San Lucy Farm), the EPA map stretches from the Pinal/Maricopa County line in the west to a north-south line east of the Town of Florence, and from the Pinal/Pima County line in the south to the Pinal/Maricopa County line in the north.  The proposed map also excludes the Apache Junction area –which is already part of the Phoenix PM10 Non-Attainment Area.
Is the EPA map a “done deal?”  The answer is: not quite.  In early October, the EPA published their notice of intent (with the legal description of the mapped area) in the Federal Register and started the clock on a 60 day comment period.  At the end of that, the EPA will take some time to analyze all of the comments it’s received and then publish their final notice in the Register.  That should take the process to February or March of 2011 when we’ll officially be in Non-Attainment.
The next phase of this process will take place during an 18 month period wherein Pinal County stakeholders and the EPA finalize a PM10 dust emission inventory and agree upon appropriate mitigation measures that will be included as enforceable measures in the State Implementation Plan.  Once that process is completed, dust monitors inside the Non-Attainment area will have to show continuous attainment (in other words, no monitors registering days of exceeding the standard) for a three (3) year period.
Since this is November, I’d like to take a moment to share some things that I’ll be reflecting on during the Thanksgiving holiday.  My partial list contains: my family; their (and my) health; the opportunity to serve the people of Pinal County; my friends and their families; the many civic and community organizations that labor so hard to help those less fortunate; those who serve and protect us at home and abroad; the hard working, dedicated, men and women who labor on our behalf in local, county, state, and federal government; and the honor and privilege of living in the greatest country in the world – the United States of America.

Now if you enjoy a parade, break out your American flags, sun screen, lawn chairs, and patriotism.  Saturday, November 6th is the date for Casa Grande’s very own Veterans Day Parade. Slated to get underway at 10 a.m., the parade route starts on First Street (behind St. Anthony’s) and travels east to Florence Street, then north to Second Street where it turns east, going all the way to the curve.  As always, the Veterans Day Parade is all about Honoring Our Veterans and so the parade will feature western Pinal County veterans from all eras, conflicts, and wars.  I hope to see you all there as we say “Thank You for your service!”
Also taking place on November 6th is Kinship University – Caregiver Conference.  Intended for grandparents taking care of grandchildren (in lieu of their parents), the Conference will be at the Golden Gate Community Center (1625 N. 39th Ave., Phoenix) and run from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.  More information is available at http://www.azkincare.org. 

As long as you have your calendar to hand, don’t miss the 4th Annual Louie & The Duke festivities taking place November 4th through the 7th.  There’s a team roping (qualifier for the World Series of Team Roping), golf tournament, concert and rodeo dance, plus a dinner and memorabilia auction.  Proceeds from all events go to the John Wayne Cancer Foundation as well as a camp for kids with cancer.  For more information on schedules, tickets, and donations, go to http://www.LandDClassics.com. 

Pinal County will be “hosting” one of its Free Dump Days on Saturday, November 13.  County residents may take their wastes (e.g. tree and yard clippings, furniture, etc.—but NO tires, motor oil, paint, refrigerators, or hazardous materials) to one of the participating landfills.  If you live in the area bounded by Fuqua, Battaglia, Eleven Mile Road and Millrise (boundary of the Gila River Indian Community), you are eligible to take your load of trash or waste to the Casa Grande City Landfill.  Otherwise, District 3 residents will have to use the Butterfield Landfill in Mobile.  For more information, call 520.866.6682.
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