IF YOU ENJOYED...
THE IMMORTAL LIFE OF
HENRIETTA LACKS
BY REBECCA SKLOOT

Her name was Henrietta Lacks, but scientists know her as HeLa. She was a poor South-
ern tobacco farmer, yet her cells--taken without her knowledge--became one of the most
important tools in medicine. HeLa cells were vital for developing the polio vaccine; uncov-
ered secrets of cancer & viruses; helped lead to in vitro fertilization, cloning, & gene map-
ping; and have been bought & sold by the billions. The story of the Lacks family is inextri-
cably connected to the dark history of experimentation on African Americans, the birth of
bioethics, and the legal battles over whether we control the stuff we are made of.
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The Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography
of Cancer by Siddhartha Mukherjee

A profoundly humane “biography” of can-
cer—from its first documented appearances
thousands of years ago through the epic bat-
tles in the twentieth century to cure, control,
and conquer it to a radical new understand-
ing of its essence.

Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Hu- . @ A
man Societies by Jared Diamond ’ \ ;
Guns, Germs, and Steel encompasses the L SR
rise of agriculture, technology, writing, gov-
ernment, & religion, providing a unifying the-
ory of human history as intriguing as the his-
tories of dinosaurs and glaciers.
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Medical Apartheid by Harriet Washington
The product of years of prodigious research
into medical journals & experimental reports
long undisturbed, Medical Apartheid reveals
the hidden underbelly of scientific research &
makes possible, for the first time, an under-
standing of the roots of the African American
health deficit.

\ MEDICAL’
APARTHEID

THE DARK HISTORY OF MEDICAL
EXPERIMENTATION ON BLACK AMERICANS FROM
COLONIAL TIMES TO THE PRESENT
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The Secret History of the War on Cancer by

Devra Davis

The War on Cancer has followed the commercial
interests of industries that generated a host of
cancer-causing materials & products. This is the

SECRET
HISTORY

WAR

story of a public health effort diverted & distorted =~ CANCER
for private gain that is being reclaimed through
efforts to green health care and the environment.  pevRA DAVIS

[™ The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel
2= Wilkerson

'stories of American history: the decades-long
y migration of black citizens who fled the South
“ for northern & western cities, in search of a bet-

LEEVEEE 105t six million people changed the face of
WILKERSON America_

The Hemingses of Monticello: An American
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Family by Annette Gordon-Reed
v This epic work tells the story of the Hemingses,
HEMTliI{\JEGSES whose close blood ties to our third president had
ok been systematically expunged from American

MONTICELLO history until recently. The author traces the Hem-
: ings family from its origins in Virginia in the 1700s

AN AMERICAN FAMILY

to the family’s dispersal after Jefferson’s death.

The Great Influenza: The Epic Story of the

Deadliest Plagque in History by John Barry
At the height of WWI, history’s most lethal influen-
za virus erupted in an army camp in Kansas, then
moved east and killed as many as 100 million peo-
ple worldwide. It killed more people in a year than
the Black Death killed in a century. But this was
not the Middle Ages, and 1918 marked the first
collision of science & epidemic disease.

FAed The Ghost Map by Steven Johnson
In 1854, London was just emerging as one of the
first modern cities in the world. But lacking the

population, the city became the perfect breeding
ground for a disease no one knew how to cure.
As the cholera outbreak took hold, a physician &
a local curate were spurred to action to solve
% the most pressing medical riddle of their time.

Charity Girl by Michael Lowenthal

Frieda is a 17-year-old bundle wrapper at a
store in Boston; she spends one impulsive night
with an army private that leaves Frieda with an
unspeakable disease. Soon after, the govern-
ment tracks her down and quarantines her
along with 15,000 other women. (Fiction)
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A Short History of Nearly Everything by

M Bill Bryson

M Bryson explores the most intriguing & conse-

& quential questions that science seeks to answer
and tries to understand everything that has tran-
: spired from the Big Bang to the rise of civiliza-
SEOBM tion. He even manages to make it entertaining
sl for those usually bored stiff by science.
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Descriptions and images courtesy of NoveList, Publishers, Amazon, and the PCLD Catalog. Read-alikes are compiled by the Pinal County
Library District and affiliate library staff.
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