








Housing Supply & Demand



State Investment In Rail Transit



Proactive Investment In 
Environment and Conservation



Location Efficiency

Compact regional development
Focus development in centers
Mixed use
Short trips – walkable 
environment
Concentrating new growth in 
transit served districts



Location Efficiency
(Adjacent, contiguous, compact, mixed use)

• Less traffic, less driving (20 - 40%)
• Reduced public expenditure/capita
• Preserve open space and ag lands
• Higher quality of life
• Greater economic resiliency
• Sustainability



Thank You



Peggy Fiandaca
Partners for Strategic Action, Inc.



Sustainable Pinal
•

 
Steer the county on a positive course of action 
to manage growth

•
 

Preserve the quality of life
•

 
Ensure sustainability



AZ Smart Growth Scorecard

•
 

Growth itself is neither positive nor negative, 
but the cumulative effects of population growth, 
its patterns and form have long-term social, 
environmental, and economic consequences. 

•
 

Smart growth is guide growth in ways that 
result in vibrant communities, strong economies, 
and a healthy environment.



Sustainability Intent
•

 
Not a static concept or one that is the same in 
every community

•
 

It is how the community continually changes and 
adjusts to meet current and future needs

•
 

Understanding the impact of individual 
development decisions on the “whole”

 
and the 

“long-term”



“If we do what we have always done, we 
will get what we have always got”

•
 

Lack of jobs
•

 
Traffic congestion

•
 

Sprawl
•

 
Loss of open space

•
 

More Phoenix, less Pinal
•

 
Degraded environmental quality



Addressing Sustainability

•
 

Economics
•

 
Land Use & Transportation Linkage

•
 

Multimodal Transportation
•

 
Open Space

•
 

Activity Centers
•

 
Resource Conservation



Sustainability Concept: Economics
•

 
Improve jobs to population ratio from 160 jobs 
per 1,000 residents to a target 500 jobs per 
1,000 residents

•
 

Bring quality, living wage jobs
•

 
Reduce retail and medical leakage

•
 

Bring more educational opportunities: post 
secondary (university) and training programs



Land Use/Transportation Linkage
•

 
Multimodal transportation

•
 

Developing a comprehensive regional 
transportation system

•
 

Transit Oriented Development Patterns in 
appropriate areas



Sustainability Concept: Open Space
•

 
County-adopted Open Space and Trails 
Master Plan –

 
1.5 million acres (all monuments, 

parks, etc.) 40% of land area of county
•

 
Priority of Pinal residents and part of what 
sets Pinal apart

•
 

Plan looks to innovatively ensure preservation 
of Open Space (including higher densities in 
some areas of County, explore ways to 
finance purchase of Open Space)



Sustainability Concept: Activity Centers
•

 
Lands reserved for employment uses to address 
jobs-to-population balance

•
 

Live, work, and play centers 
•

 
Multimodal transportation hubs, lowering the 
use of single-occupant vehicles

•
 

Clustering of development to preserve more 
Open Space



Sustainability Concept: Resource 
Conservation

•
 

Energy element focuses on conservation and 
development of renewable energy sources

•
 

Water element provides specific direction to 
ensure new development brings it own water

•
 

Environmental Planning element identifies 
policies to protect waterways and sensitive 
areas 



Water Resources

•
 

Collaboration is key –
 

not just a Pinal issue
•

 
Improving coordination between the 6 
groundwater basins and 3 AMA  

•
 

Working toward ensuring that all new 
developments bring water to the table with 
them 

•
 

Central AZ Groundwater Replenishment District 
will be a key factor in ensuring future water 
supply



Energy
Some Facts -
•

 
AZ currently uses 24,819 megawatts for a 
population of approximately 6 million

•
 

Pinal Population projections shows that level of 
potential growth

•
 

Therefore, significant new energy is needed 
even with successful conservation efforts



Energy Strategy

•
 

Pinal must identify ways to Conserve and 
convert to renewable resources but also 
recognize new sources will be necessary

•
 

Conserving just 10% will eliminate the need for 
several power plants at a savings of billions of 
dollars to rate payers on top of the reduced 
energy costs



Growth = Choices & Opportunities
Sprawling low density growth
•

 
Creates long commutes

•
 

Creates bedroom towns with no sense of 
community

•
 

Consumes natural areas
•

 
Damages the environment with air and 
water pollution

Source: Urban Land Institute; National Multi Housing Association; Sierra Club “A Plan for Tomorrow: Creating Stronger & Healthy Communities Today”



Sustainable Pinal
•

 
Quality growth compatible with Pinal’s

 
long-

 term vision
•

 
Appropriate mixed-use development 
patterns

•
 

Preservation of meaningful natural areas 
countywide

•
 

Economic viability



Questions and Answers

Contacts Us: 
Jerry Stabley, Pinal County Project Manager 

jerrold.stabley@co.pinal.az.us

Peggy Fiandaca, PSA
PSAinc@cox.net

Visit the Project Website Regularly! 
www.PinalCountyPlan.com




