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NOTICE AND AGENDA OF REGULAR MEETING OF THE  
PINAL COUNTY OPEN SPACE AND TRAILS ADVISORY COMMISSION (OS&T)  

 
 

Pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes § 38-431.02, notice is hereby given to the members of the Pinal 
County Open Space and Trails Advisory Commission (OS&T) and the general public that the OS&T will 
hold a regular meeting open to the public at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 12, 2016 in the Emergency 
Operations Center (EOC), Pinal County Administrative Complex, Building F, 135 N. Pinal Street, Florence, 
AZ  85132.  Members of the OS&T will attend either in person or by telephone conference call.  
 
The OS&T may go into executive session for purposes of obtaining legal advice from the county’s 
attorney(s) on any of the agenda items below pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes § 38-431.03(A)(3). 
 
The agenda for the regular meeting is as follows: 
 

Regular Meeting 
 

I. Call to Order – OS&T Chairman 
    

II. Roll Call – OS&T Chairman  
 

III. Introduction of New Commissioner(s) 
a. Patrick Granillo 
b. Charlie Goff 

 
IV. Meeting Action Report: 

• January 12, 2016 
 

V. Call to the Public (For information only) 
 

This is the time for public comment.  Members of the OS&T may not discuss items that are not on the agenda.  Therefore, 
action taken as a result of public comment will be limited to directing staff to study the matter or scheduling the matter 
for further consideration and decision at a later date.  Please note that time, place, and manner restrictions may be 
imposed. 
 

VI. Director’s Report (Attached) 
 

VII. Old Business 
a. Discussion/Approval/recommendation on the Regional Trail Logo (OS&T Director) 
b. Discussion/Approval of the “Guide to Commission Roles, Responsibilities and 

Opportunities”  (OS&T Chairman) 
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VIII. New Business 

a. Discussion/Election of OS&T Chairman and Vice Chairman pursuant to Article V: Officers 
and Duties, Section 3. A of the Pinal County Open Space and Trails Advisory Commission 
ByLaws. (OS&T Chairman) 

b. Discussion/Approval/recommendation on updates to Park Rules (OS&T Director) 
c. Update on Palo Verde Regional Park (Regional Park #4) Master Plan process (OS&T 

Director) 
d. Update on Tortolita Regional Park Trails (OS&T Director) 

 
 

IX. Call to Commission:  Oral comments, suggestions or announcements from individual Commission 
Members.  This is not intended to allow discussion or action on any item.  
 

 
X. Discussion of Possible future agenda items 

a. West Pinal (Kortsen) Park Camping fees and rule revisions 
b. Update on Palo Verde Regional Park Master Plan Process 
c. FY 16/17 OS&T Budget update 
d.  
e.  

 
XI. Adjournment – OS&T Chairman 

 
 
 
Persons with disability may request a reasonable accommodation, such as a sign language interpreter, 
by contacting Kent Taylor at 520-866-6910 or kent.taylor@pinalcountyaz.gov 
Requests should be made as early as possible to arrange the accommodation. 

mailto:kent.taylor@pinalcountyaz.gov


Kent Taylor 
Open Space and Trails, 
Director 
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PINAL COUNTY OPEN SPACE AND TRAILS ADVISORY COMMISSION  
REGULAR MEETING 

Action Report of January 12, 2016 
 

PRESENT:  Ms. Johnson, Vice Chair Mr. Brown, Member 
   Ms. D'Abella, Chair      Mr. Standage, Member   

Ms. Ruehl, Member  Ms. Butler, Member    
Mr. Feliz   Mr. Bristow 
Mr. Vogler   

 
LEGAL STAFF PRESENT:  Mr. Costello  
   
OPEN SPACE AND TRAILS STAFF PRESENT: 
   Mr. Taylor, Open Space and Trails Director  
   Ms. Maack, Administrative Manager  
      
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m., this date by Chairman D’Abella in the Pinal County 
emergency Operations Center (EOC) Hearing Room, Building F, Florence, Arizona. 
 
Action Report Presentation: 

• October  13, 2015 
 
Introduction of New Commissioner 

• Ernie Feliz 
 
Director’s Report: 
 Discussion of Director’s report as presented in agenda packet. 
 
New Business: 

Presentation of “Maximizing Economic Benefits and Natural Values in Pinal Count: Tools to 
Identify and protect Riparian Areas” whitepaper. 

Presentation given by Cate Bradley, National Park Service Rivers, Trails and Conservation 
Assistance Program 

 
Discussion/Approval/Recommendation on the Regional Trail Logo Contest Selection  

Commission directed staff to do further development of logo options to include getting 
feedback from Commissioners on their top two to three options.  Staff was directed to 
bring 2 or 3 new options back to the Commission at their April meeting.   
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 Discussion/approval/disapproval of meeting days and times for the upcoming calendar year. 
  Motion: 

Commissioner Ruehl made a motion to maintain the second Tuesday, every quarter at 6 
PM as the meeting dates for this year.  Commissioner Brown seconded. Motion passed 
unanimously 9-0. 
 

Discussion/Recommendation (to the Board of Supervisors) on changes to the Commission 
Bylaws.  

  Motion: 
Commissioner Butler made a motion to accept the Bylaw changes as presented.  
Commissioner Standage seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously, 9-0. 
 

 Discussion of the “Guide to Commission Roles, Responsibilities and Opportunities” 
Commission directed staff to incorporate Commissioner Butler’s edits into the document and 
bring the “clean” copy back to the Commission at their April meeting.   

 
Update on Palo Verde Regional Park (Regional Park #4) Master Plan process. 

Director Taylor updated the Commission on the Master Plan process for Palo Verde 
Regional Park.       

  
 

Call to Commission:  Oral comments, suggestions or announcements from individual 
Commission Members.  This is not intended to allow discussion or action on any item.  

   
 

Discussion of Possible future agenda items: 
a. Update on Palo Verde Regional Park Master Plan 
b. Update on Tortolita Regional Park trails 
c. Selection of Chair and Vice Chair 
d. Bylaw amendments recommendations, if further discussion needed 
e. Trail Logo Contest 
f. Tours of existing and future parks, trails and open space by the Commission as a whole.   

 
 

    



Greg Stanley 
County Manager 

 

 
31 North Pinal Street, Building A     Florence, AZ  85132     T  520-866-6910         F  520-866-6435      www.pinalcountyaz.gov 

Date: January 12, 2016 

To: Open Space and Trails Advisory Commission 

Cc: Greg Stanley, County Manager 

From: Kent Taylor, Open Space and Trails Director                                                                  

RE: Director’s Report-April 2016  

Attachments: 2nd Quarter OS&T PCPM Report 

2-5 Year Priorities 
 
San Tan Mountain Regional Park 

• Pinal County staff is working with Maricopa County staff to improve the trailhead facilities at the Goldmine 
Trailhead.  Pinal County has committed staff and resources towards the design and construction 
improvements.  Pinal and Maricopa County staffs are presently reviewing a draft site plan.  After staff has 
completed this review, there will be a public review process to solicit input.   

• Pinal County and Maricopa County staffs are still working on updating the Intergovernmental 
Agreement/Management Agreement for San Tan Mountain RP.     
 

Tortolita Mountain Park 
• Update on status of mapping project to be discussed in item (d.) under New Business on the Agenda.   

 
CAP Recreational Trail 

• We have completed a final Recreation Agreement with Bureau of Reclamation (BOR).  We are waiting on 
the BOR to get us the final copy so that we can take this to the Board of Supervisors in an upcoming 
meeting.  Staff will keep you appraised as to when that date will be.      
 

Palo Verde Regional Park 
• Update as part of item VIII (c) under New Business on the Agenda. 

 
Peralta Regional Park 

• Staff is working on the development of an implementation timeline.  This will be based on the master plan 
and the BLM approval process.     

• The Primitive Park legislation which Pinal County sponsored successfully made it through the House and 
the initial Senate Committee hearing.  We are currently waiting on final passage in the Senate, if this 
occurs, the bill will go to the Governor for approval.     

• Pinal County is partnering with the Forest Service and the Arizona State Land Department on the 
possible ROW acquisition for Peralta Road and an associated entry into the Park.  We anticipate applying 
for funding through the Federal Land Access Program. 
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Existing Park and Trail Inventory 
West Pinal 

• In partnership with our Facilities Department, repairs were made to the group ramada. This was the last of 
the major repairs we had at this park location as part of our deferred maintenance targets.   

• We had an Americorp group at the park for two days, in partnership with the City of Casa Grande.  They 
focused on completion of painting at the group ramada site, trail maintenance, brush and tree removal 
and painting of some of the old signs in the park.   

• Staff has initiated an application for signage on State Route 84 with ADOT.  We are targeting this as an 
inexpensive marketing tool to attract both park and camping users for the park.     

• We partnered with our Juvenile Courts Services department for a work/clean up event at this location on 
March 12th.  This ongoing partnership has resulted in over 868 hours of volunteer labor the past three 
years.    

• We have completed all of the identified deferred maintenance items for this park location.  
 
Dudleyville 

• Staff partnered with our Public Works staff to improve the entry to this park.  Old wood post and cable 
fencing was replaced by decorative boulders as a barrier.  The old fencing was in disrepair and had been 
identified as a potential safety hazard.   

• Staff has contracted to install new drip irrigation to the trees on site.  The old drip system had been 
nonoperational for some time.   

• These two projects were two of the last remaining deferred maintenance projects for this park.   
 

 
Oracle (two parks) 

• Nothing new to report.  
 

  Randolph 
• Future Florence Foundation (3F) has gotten the site fenced and started some small plantings.  They are 

still working on some needed infrastructure and soil issues.   
 

Arizona National Scenic Trail 
• The Arizona Trail Association installed a trail counter at the Florence/Kelvin TH in February.  Staff will 

provide user information to the Commission when we have that available.     
• Pinal County provided comment to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the ASARCO Ripsey 

Wash Tailings Storage Facility.     
• In January, Pinal County was offered a two week “hitch” of a trail maintenance crew, free of charge, from 

American Conservation Experience (ACE).  This is the same company we contracted with last year for 
maintenance north of Oracle on the ANST using grant funds.  The crew was available due to some bad 
weather in the Tonto National Forest.  We were able to get heavy maintenance on about a 4+ mile 
segment of the trail, in the Ripsey Wash area.   

• In partnership with our Public Works Department, we have installed a “game camera” at this trailhead.  
This was done in an attempt to reduce the vandalism to this trailhead and/or possibly identify those who 
continue to vandalize the site.     
 

Lost Goldmine Trail 
• Staff partnered with SALT on the development of a new Lost Goldmine Trail brochure.  The electronic 

version is on the website.   
• Over the past 12 months the Lost Goldmine Trail has received a lot of publicity. This publicity has driven 

increased traffic, especially to the Cloudview TH, which also includes use of the Hieroglyphic Trail in the 
Tonto NF.  This increase in traffic has presented some parking and traffic issues at the Cloudview TH.  
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Staff is currently working with our Public Works department to design a striping/marking layout for the 
parking lot, in order to take full advantage of the space available.  We hope to have this in place before 
the beginning of the busy hiking season next fall.     

 
 
Other   
Impact Fees 
 

• The Board of Supervisors approved the new fee schedule at their meeting on February 3, 2016.  The new 
fee goes into effect May 2016. 

• It appears that the Arizona Legislature will move forward and pass SB 1306, regarding County 
Development Impact Fees.  While some modifications were made to this bill in negotiations, County staff 
continues to be opposed to this legislation.  While the legislation has detrimental impact to the County’s 
ability to implement development impact fees across the board, it is most damaging to the portion related 
to parks, trails and open space.   
 

Anza National Historic Trail 
• We have partnered with the National Park Service to have an interpretive sign placed in the community 

park in Redrock.  This is being financed through a developer donation made back in the mid 2000’s.  The 
OS&T Department will be responsible for O&M for this sign.  This project was spearheaded by Mary 
Aquirre-Vogler, a long time supporter of the Anza NHT.   
 

Budget 
• Estimates for FY 16/17 budget are pointing to another challenging year financially for the County.  

Departments have been directed to submit budgets which reflect a 3% reduction.     
   



Status (FY16 Target to YE Est)

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 YTD

OPEN SPACE AND TRAILS
R

SBP
% increase in facility use fees collected

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FY16 
YTD

Status (FY16 Target to YE Est)

FY16 Target Actual YE Est Actual YE Est Actual YE Est Actual Actual Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 YTD

10.00% 0.00% 10.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

This is an annual measure which will be reported at the end of the fiscal year.  

Through the first six months we are trending below projections and collections for facility use fees.  Most of the drop has been in the fees 
collected at our Dudleyville location for use of the Multi-Gen center and the lights at the ballfield.  
This fiscal year we have had no rentals at the ballfield, thus no fee collections have been recorded for that facility this fiscal year. As we 
understand, there are currently no youth teams (softball, football) in the area which would need to use the field.   
We have adjusted the year end estimate to reflect this trend and will re evaluate at the end of the 3rd quarter to further adjust performance totals.  

R
SBP

% increase in volunteer hours provided

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FY16 
YTD

Status (FY16 Target to YE Est)

FY16 Target Actual YE Est Actual YE Est Actual YE Est Actual Actual Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 YTD

10.00% 0.00% 10.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

This is an annual measure which will be fully reported at the end of the fiscal year.  

We are tracking a little below our target numbers for this year.  This is mainly due to the fact that we don't have any large projects for this fiscal 
year, similar to last year (re contruction of portions of the Lost Goldmine Trail).  

We do have a couple of large volunteer efforts underway or planned for this spring (West Pinal and Arizona National Scenic Trail) which should 
help us get closer to our target.  
We have adjusted our year end estimate to better reflect where we are currently trending and will re-evaluate at the end of the third quarter.  

R
SBP

% of neighborhood park inventory locally and/or 3rd party managed

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FY16 
YTD

Status (FY16 Target to YE Est)

FY16 Target Actual YE Est Actual YE Est Actual YE Est Actual Actual Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 YTD

20.00% 20.00% 20.00% 0.00% 20.00% 0.00%

We have 5 park properties which fall into this category.  In July 2015 we executed a lease agreement with a local non-profit organization for the 
Randolph Park facility.  
The Future Forward Foundation is going to use this facility as a production garden to produce locally grown product for docnation to food banks, 
senior centers and other non-profit organizations.  

We have one other park property (Oracle Liberty) which we have targeted to find a local or 3rd party management opportunity for, but have been 
unsuccessful to date.  

R
SBP

% of neighborhood park maintenance/safety checklists completed within designated timeframes

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FY16 
YTD

Status (FY16 Target to YE Est)

FY16 Target Actual YE Est Actual YE Est Actual YE Est Actual Actual Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 YTD

80.00% 100.00% 90.00% 89.13% 90.00% 94.38%

Due to special projects, holidays and vacations our totals for December were a bit lower than our annual target (71% vs 80 %).  We still ended the 
quarter at 93% completed within designated timeframes.  

We will keep the year end estimate the same at 90%.  

R
SBP

% of Regional Trail Miles maintained annually

Pinal County Performance Management
Quarterly Report

FY 2015-2016: 2nd Quarter

Below Falling Meets Above Exceeds

E - EfficiencyS - StatementD - DemandO - OutputR - ResultSBP - In SBP

OT - On Track NOT - Not On Track
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Status (FY16 Target to YE Est)

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 YTD

OPEN SPACE AND TRAILS
Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FY16 

YTD
Status (FY16 Target to YE Est)

FY16 Target Actual YE Est Actual YE Est Actual YE Est Actual Actual Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 YTD

50.00% 0.00% 50.00% 0.00% 40.00% 0.00%

We are currently estimating that we will maintain about 40% of our regional trail miles which slightly below our target of 50%.   (21.5 miles out of 
approximately 54 total miles.) 

We continue to look for additional opportunities and partners in our trail maintenance program to expand and assit our current  partnerships with 
the Arizona Trail Association and the Superstition Area Land Trust.  
 
In the first half of this year this led to additional unplanned projects on the Lost Golmine Trail and the Arizona National Scenic Trail.  These 
projects will help us in progressing towards our target of 50% maintained.   

R
SBP

Objective 2.4: % increase in Regional Park Acreage by 2017

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FY16 
YTD

Status (FY16 Target to YE Est)

FY16 Target Actual YE Est Actual YE Est Actual YE Est Actual Actual Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 YTD

10.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

While we do not anticipate adding any regional park acreage in this fiscal year, we have two ongoing projects which should assist is in reaching 
our long term goal.  

We recently completed a site specific master plan for Peralta Regional Park.  This plan will assist us in moving forward with the BLM process 
necessary to begin design and implementation for that regional park.    

We have also just begun the master plan process for Palo Verde Regional Park.  Again, a completed master plan is needed to drive this process 
forward.  

R
SBP

Objective 2.4: % increase in Regional Trail miles acquired by 2017

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FY16 
YTD

Status (FY16 Target to YE Est)

FY16 Target Actual YE Est Actual YE Est Actual YE Est Actual Actual Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 YTD

49.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

Again, while we do not anticipate adding any regional trail miles this fiscal year, we are working on projects which will assist us in reaching our 
long term goals.    

First, we recently completed the Central Arizona Project Recreational Trail Master Plan.  

We are also working with the Bureau of Reclamation on a Recreation Agreement.  Once completed this will allow us to focus on implementation 
and development of the CAP recreational trail.  

Additionally, we have contracted with a firm to begin the GIS/GPS on the ground identification of trails and trailheads in the Tortolia Mountains.  
This information will help us with the needed information to begin planning for trail corridor acquisition.  

O
SBP

$ of grant funding received (measured when grant funding is received, not awarded)

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FY16 
YTD

Status (FY16 Target to YE Est)

FY16 Target Actual YE Est Actual YE Est Actual YE Est Actual Actual Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 YTD

0 0 0 0 0 0

At this time we do not have any pending grant applications outstanding.  We attempt to be strategic in applying for grant opportunities where it 
aligns with our long term goals and objectives.   

S
SBP

San Tan Mountain Park operational framework approve by Board of Supervisors by December 31, 2015

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FY16 
YTD

Status (FY16 Target to YE Est)

FY16 Target Actual YE Est Actual YE Est Actual YE Est Actual Actual Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 YTD

NOT NOT NOT

Below Falling Meets Above Exceeds

E - EfficiencyS - StatementD - DemandO - OutputR - ResultSBP - In SBP

OT - On Track NOT - Not On Track
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Status (FY16 Target to YE Est)

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 YTD

OPEN SPACE AND TRAILS
We continue to have discussions with our partners, Maricopa County and the Town of Queen Creek to move an agreement forward.  

We also recently briefed our Board of Supervisors on this work and feel confident that we can move forward on a new agreement.  We are 
targeting completion of this agreement by the end of this fiscal year.  

E
SBP

Open Space and Trails Department budget per capita

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 FY16 
YTD

Status (FY16 Target to YE Est)

FY16 Target Actual YE Est Actual YE Est Actual YE Est Actual Actual Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 YTD

$1.06 $0.00 $1.06 $0.00 $1.06 $0.00

This is an annual measure reporting at the end of the year to account for any midyear budget changes.  

This measure is useful in comparing how Pinal County compares to other county and municipal open space, trail and park operations.  

We will provide data at the end of the fiscal year which compares Pinal County with national data supplied by the Nartional Recreation and Park 
Association.  

Below Falling Meets Above Exceeds

E - EfficiencyS - StatementD - DemandO - OutputR - ResultSBP - In SBP

OT - On Track NOT - Not On Track
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Page Break, VII (a) Old Business-Regional Trail Logo 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page Break, VII (b) Old Business-Guide to Commission Roles, Responsibilities and Opportunities 

 

 

 

 

 



 PINAL COUNTY  
OPEN SPACE AND TRAILS ADVISORY COMMISSION (OS&T) 

GUIDE TO ROLES, RESPONSIBILITIES & OPPORTUNITIES 
 
OBJECTIVE: Provide a brief description of Open Space and Trails Advisory Commissioners' roles, 
responsibilities, and opportunities to influence open space and trails decisions in Pinal County. 

 
ROLES, RESPONSIBILITIES & OPPORTUNITIES: 
1. Familiarize yourself with the following documents 

a. OS&T Bylaws. 
b. Pinal County Open Space and Trails Master Plan. 
c. Pinal County Comprehensive Plan (Chapter 6 in particular). 
d. Pinal County Strategic Plan (Objective 2.4 in the 2014-2017 Plan). 
e. Pinal County Open Space and Trails Department Strategic Business Plan. 

 
2. Participate in quarterly meetings 

a. Review all meeting materials provided by the OS&T Department and guest presenters. 
b. Provide the Chairman with advance notice of anticipated absences. 
c. Propose future agenda items to Commission Officers or Open Space and Trails Department 

Director.  
d. Propose special meetings as needed. Requests can be made by the Chairman or at least 3 

Commissioners. Note: any special meeting must follow State open meeting laws and 
regulations and include any necessary staff support.   

e. Suggest the establishment of a Sub-Committee as needed for special projects. Note: any sub-
committee meetings must follow State open meeting laws and regulations and include any 
necessary staff support.   

f. Consider becoming a Commission Officer (Chairman or Vice-Chairman) during your term. 
 

3. Review, approve and make recommendations to the Board of Supervisors 
a. Review meeting materials and come prepared to discuss draft recommendations.  
b. Seek and consider information and advice from County Staff, industry professionals, residents 
and other interested parties as it relates to the recommendations. 
c. Share concerns, request clarification and make edit suggestions. 
d. Make amendment suggestions for the OS&T Bylaws. (Vice-Chairman reviews the Bylaws bi-
annually.) 

 
4. Assist the County in achieving objectives as they relate to open space, trails and parks 

a. Develop and maintain public understanding and encourage citizen participation in support of 
open space, trails and parks in Pinal County.  

b. Make recommendations to the Board of Supervisors and OS&T staff on long-range policies, 
planning and procedures to assure maximum public benefit from open space, trails and parks 
within Pinal County.  

c. Research and provide support for funding sources for open space and trails implementation, 
maintenance, and programming.  

d. Communicate with and share input from constituent groups, elected and appointed 
officials, other members of the public and OS&T staff. 
e. Suggest presenters, expert opinions and topics of discussion to assist with decision-
making. 
f. Share upcoming opportunities for advocacy, outreach and education.

 



Page Break, VIII (b) New Business-Recommendation on updates to Park Rules 
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Park Rules  
 
    Definitions: 
    County Park-any park, trailhead, trail, preserved open space or other identified recreation area which is 
owned and/or operated by Pinal County. A current list of County parks will be posted on the County website.   

Section 1: Use and Occupancy of County Parks 

1.1 Fees 

It shall be unlawful to enter upon or use for any purpose the land, water or facilities within the boundaries 
of a County park when a fee, rental, admission or other consideration has been established for such use, 
unless the person entering or using such land, water or facility has paid said fee, rental, admission or other 
consideration.  

1.2 Hours 

County parks are open dawn until 10:00 pm unless otherwise posted. 

1.3 Motor Vehicles 

It shall be unlawful: 

A. To operate a motorbike, motorcycle or other motor vehicle on trails, or cross country, or on un-
surfaced roadways that have been posted, signed, or barricaded to prohibit vehicle use. 
B. To operate a motor vehicle except on roads and parking areas designated for such purposes. 
C. To operate a motor vehicle at a speed greater than that posted or to fail to obey traffic signs. 
D. To operate, without permission from the County, any motorized skateboard, motorized scooter, 
moped or like device. 
E. In all cases, a motor vehicle shall be operated in compliance with the Arizona Motor Vehicle Code 
as provided under Title 28, Arizona Revised Statutes while within the boundaries of any County Park.  
 

1.4 Bicycles 

It shall be unlawful to: 

A.  Ride a bicycle except on a road or established trail. It shall further be unlawful to ride a bicycle on 
a road or established trail posted to prohibit bicycle use.  
B.  Operate a bicycle in a careless and reckless manner, or in disregard of the safety of any person or 
property. 
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1.5 Destruction, damage or removal of County property 

It shall be unlawful to: 

A. Destroy, damage, deface or remove any County regulatory sign, property or facility owned or 
administered by the Pinal County Open Space and Trails Department (“Department”). 

B. Collect, remove, destroy, mutilate, damage or deface any natural resource, including, but not 
limited to, all live and dead vegetation and all parts thereof, wildlife, soil, rocks, and water, except 
as otherwise provided for by law or without obtaining prior written approval from the 
Department. 

1. Except as otherwise planned for and provided for by the Department, all environmental 
settings shall be kept in their natural state.  
 

1.6 Litter 

It shall be unlawful to litter, deposit, or abandon in or on any County Park, any garbage, sewage, refuse, 
trash, waste, or other obnoxious materials except in receptacles or containers provided for such purposes. 
These receptacles are not to be used for residential trash disposal.  

1.7 Glass Bottles 

It shall be unlawful to possess glass, ceramic or hard breakable plastic beverage bottles. 

1.8 Areas posted against entrance, use or occupancy 

It shall be unlawful to enter, use or occupy a County Park under the supervision and control of the 
Department for any purpose when said parks or areas are posted against such entrance, use or occupancy.  

1.9 Firearms, Hunting and Trapping 

It shall be unlawful to: 

A. Discharge a firearm within the park unless otherwise authorized by State Law. 
B. Shoot a firearm, air rifle, air pistol, potato cannon or any type of cannon, paint ball gun slingshot or 

shooting with bow and arrow, or setting traps except in locations provided for that purpose and as 
permitted by Arizona Game and Fish rules. 
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1.10 Fires 

It shall be unlawful to build fires, except in designated places, or in fireplaces, stoves or grills either 
provided and/or approved by the Department. 

1.11 Aircraft, parachutes and hang gliders 

It shall be unlawful to operate any aircraft of any nature, drones, or parachute or hang glide on County 
Park property except in areas designated for such use or in an emergency.  

1.12 Camping 

It will be unlawful to: 

A. Fail to obey all written or posted camping regulations. 
B. Camp in areas not designated for camping. 

 

Section 2:  Animals and Pets  

2.1 Domestic animals and other pets at large 

No domestic animals or other pets are permitted to be at large in a County Park.  

2.2 Restraint 

A. Domestic animals and pets shall be restrained by a cage, or a leash of not more than six (6) feet in 
length and of sufficient strength to control the animal. 

B. Exemptions from restraint requirements: 
1. Animals participating in pet shows or classes approved by the Department, provided that 

the animal is accompanied by and under the control of its owner or handler. 
2. Dogs confined within a county maintained temporary or permanent dog run located within 

a County Park.  

2.3 Saddle, pack and draft animals 

It shall be unlawful to bring saddle, pack or draft animals into a County Park unless it has been developed 
designated to accommodate themsuch use,  and is posted accordingly.  



 

 
4 

Revised April 20169/30/2013 
OPEN SPACE AND TRAILS 

 
 

 

 

2.4 Grazing and foraging 

It shall be unlawful to allow grazing or allow any forage-consuming domestic livestock to graze or to roam 
at-large within the fenced or posted boundaries of a County Park.  

2.5 License 

It shall be unlawful to posses, allow or permit a dog in a County Park without a current dog license.   

2.6 Litter 

It shall be unlawful for owners of pets to not properly remove and dispose of any waste. 

Section 3: Public Behavior 

3.1 Public Behavior 

It shall be unlawful to: 

A. Conduct one’s self in a disorderly or intoxicated manner, or using threatening, abusive, or 
boisterous or insulting language, or conducting or participating in a disorderly assemble, or to 
solicit for any purpose. 

B. Engage in noisy conduct, operating generators or motors, operating radios, or to    otherwise 
making loud or disturbing noises that may disturb the peace of the area.    

C. Publicly urinate or defecate. 

Section 4: Public or Commercial Activities 

It shall be unlawful to: 

A. Conduct any activity outside the individual park’s activity design or requiring the use of park areas 
which exclude the use by the general public without first obtaining a Park Use Permit from the 
Department. 

B. Posting, placing, or distributing advertising material; erecting a fence or barrier (except under 
specific use management or lease agreements), constructing or occupying improvements; or 
enclosing County administered lands without first obtaining a Park Use Permit from the 
Department. 
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C. Use a loudspeaker, public address system, or amplifier without first obtaining a Park Use Permit 
from the Department. 

D. Using County administered lands for a commercial purpose without first obtaining a Park Use 
Permit or use management or lease agreement from the Department.   

Section 5: Violations and Penalties 

5.1 Violations and penalties 

A person who violates any of the Parks Rules, adopted pursuant to A.R.S. § 11-931, et seq., is guilty of a 
class 2 misdemeanor pursuant to A.R.S. § 11-940.  

5.2 Expulsion of violators 

Pinal County law enforcement officers shall have authority to order violators of the Park Rules to leave 
parks.  

Section 6:  Park Use Permits, Fees and Approvals 

A. Park Use Permits shall be required for eligible non-profit, government or private, as well as 
commercial uses. 

B. For eligible non-profit uses, Park Use Permit is required of any person or group for any activity 
outside each park’s activity design, or for the use of specific park areas that require the exclusion 
of general park usage. 

C. A Park Use Permit shall also be obtained in advance by any person or group wishing to use a 
County Park for eligible commercial uses.   

D. Park impact fees for Park Use Permits shall be negotiated by the Department based on the 
expenses related to the administration of the activity, protection of the park and visitors, and in 
accordance with established fee schedule when applicable.  

E. The Department may require commercial applicants to enter into an agreement with the County 
for a negotiated percentage of gross receipts not to exceed twenty (20) percent.  

F. The Department may require the permittee to post a deposit against damage and clean-up 
expense, provide a certificate of insurance naming the County as additionally insured, and/or 
provide for adequate medical, sanitary and security services.   

G. A performance and payment bond may be required from any permittee who is providing a service 
that was solicited to provide any event or activity sponsored by the department.  

H. The department may impose conditions on the conduct of any activity, which is necessary to 
protect the area and maintain its availability as a public park. 

I. A Park Use Permit is not required for any person operating under the provisions of a valid Use 
Permit or commercial management concessions agreement with the department.  

J. Park Use Permit applications, which are compatible with the management objectives of the 
individual park, may be refused for health and safety reasons or to protect the park from 
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significant damages.  With respect to competing non-profit uses, the use of park space shall be 
granted on a first-come, first-served basis.  With respect to competing commercial uses, informal 
proposals shall be solicited and the Park Use Permit awarded to that concessionaire which offer 
to provide the County with the highest potential revenue and/or best recreation value to park 
patrons, provided the concessionaire does not have a poor performance history on any prior 
permits.   

K. All persons entering a park under a Park Use Permit are subject to all entrance and/or use fees 
and all rules and regulations concerning park resource and facility use.  The total amount of 
entrance fees owed by persons entering a park under a Park Use Permit may be calculated in 
advance and paid in accordance with terms negotiated as part of the Use Permit.   

L. A decision by the Department concerning any Park Use Permit may be appealed to Board of 
Supervisors. 

M. Applications for Park Use Permits may be obtained from an authorized representative of the 
Department. 
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Palo Verde 

Regional Park 

Public Meeting #2 
March 31, 2016 



Opening Remarks 
• Anthony Smith 

– Pinal County Supervisor, District 4 
• Kent Taylor 

– Director, Pinal County Open Space and Trails  



Overview 
• Open Space and Trails Master Plan 

Palo Verde 
Regional Park 



Study Area 



Planning Process 
• Resource Analysis 



Planning Process 
• Recreation Activity Evaluation 



Planning Process 
• Recreation Activity Evaluation 



Planning Process 
• Recreation Activity Evaluation 



Example Site Concepts 
• Day-use 



Example Site Concepts 
• Campground and Day-use 



Example Site Concepts 
• Shooting Sports 



Schedule 



Project Website 
 
 
http://www.pinalcountyaz.gov/OpenSpaceTrails/ 
ParkTrailPlanning/Pages/PaloVerdePark.aspx 
 

• Google Search: 
Palo Verde Regional Park 
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