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APPENDIX A
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PINAL+*COUNTY
wide open opportunily

Palo Verde Regional Park Master Plan

Frequently Asked Questions

1)

2)

3)

4)

When was this area identified/designated as the site for a future Regional Park?

The area was identified as a location for a future Regional Park in the Pinal County Open Space and Trails
Master Plan (OS&T Plan), which was adopted by the Pinal County Board of Supervisors in October 2007.
This was one of seven (7) locations identified as future Regional Parks. Multiple public meetings for the OS&T
Master Plan occurred from (June 2006) to (October 2006) with the final public meeting actually being held in
the Maricopa area for citizens to review the OS&T Master Plan and provide input.

The OS&T Plan was also incorporated into the Pinal County Comprehensive Plan, adopted by the Pinal
County Board of Supervisors in 2009 and updated in 2014. Additionally, The City of Maricopa General Plan
2025 designated this area as a future Regional Park. This designation continues in the current draft Maricopa
General Plan “Planning Maricopa; Shaping our Community”.

Click here to see the OS&T Master Plan

What is meant by the term Regional Park?

As a regional government, Pinal County strives to provide high quality regional services. The OS&T Plan
envisions a regional inventory of parks, trails and open space providing recreation and resource protection and
preservation for Pinal County residents and visitors. Not to be confused with municipal parks that provide
expansive grass multi-use areas for the public, regional parks are geared to be large, natural open space
areas offering a variety of passive and active recreation opportunities. Typical recreational activities could
include trails (both motorized and non-motorized), equestrian opportunities, shooting sport activities, camping
facilities (both improved and unimproved), picnic areas, and wildlife viewing, just to name a few.

What other Regional Parks like this does Pinal County now provide its citizens?

Pinal County has plans for seven (7) future Regional Parks, but does not currently operate or manage a facility
similar to this. San Tan Mountain Regional Park is one of those seven (7) identified parks. This regional park
wholly resides in Pinal County (San Tan Valley area), but is owned mostly by the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) and operated by Maricopa County under a Cooperative Recreation Management Agreement (CRMA).
This BLM/County relationship is similar to how Palo Verde Regional Park would be operated; BLM would own
the land and Pinal County would operate the regional park.

What is a “Master Plan”?

A Master Plan is a guiding document for future land use planning. The Master Plan will define the broad
concept for this Regional Park, depicting what activities will be available and where they will be located. The
Master Plan is intended to be specific, but flexible and:

e Will be submitted to the Pinal County Board of Supervisors for review and approval,
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e Will be reviewed and approved by the BLM, the owner of the underlying property;
e Can provide the basis for future funding decisions and possible grant applications;
e Can provide information to neighbors, residents, and visitors of the future uses within the park.

5) This land appears to be all BLM lands. What is their role in this process?

BLM is the underlying land owner for the proposed Regional Park and an important partner in this project. The
development of a Master Plan is a required part of the BLM process to preserve and protect this land for future
recreational opportunities.

6) How much will it cost to enter into a CRMA with BLM?

Nothing. Under a CRMA, the BLM and Pinal County would jointly manage expanded recreation opportunities
with the County. There may be costs associated with the environmental clearances necessary to undertake a
CRMA. These costs will be planned for in future year budgets, see question 15 for funding options.

7) Why is it important for the County to manage this area differently than how BLM is managing it now?

Pinal County residents, visitors, and policy makers identified this area as an important area for recreation,
(OS&T Plan and Comprehensive Plan). The BLM manages land for multiple uses and high yield, including,
but not limited to, commercial development, energy and infrastructure development, extractive industries,
ranching, grazing, and recreation. At a future date, any or all of those uses could be located at this site.
Undertaking a CRMA now adds local control over future recreational uses and helps to ensure the protection
of the resource and recreation value now and for future generations to come.

8) Concerns have been expressed about the safety of future park users due to illegal activity in the area.
Is the County aware of this and if so, what are the plans to address this issue?

Yes, the County is aware of these activities. Because of this, the Pinal County Sheriff's Office has a
representative on the Working Group who is advising us and partnering on the development of the Master
Plan. We anticipate that one of the recommendations in the Master Plan will be the development of a “safety
plan” as part of the park implementation strategy.

9) Will there be a fee for use of or entry to this Regional Park?

Yes, we anticipate incorporating a fee structure for the developed areas (such as day use facilities, trailheads
and campgrounds) of the park. The collection of fees will be used to offset the costs of operation and
maintenance for the facility. Fees will be determined at a later date and must be approved by the Board of
Supervisors. Fees could include day use fees, monthly and yearly passes, and fees and/or memberships for
certain activities such as campgrounds and shooting sports. For example, fees at San Tan Mountain Regional
Park are $6 per car, $2 for a “walk/ride in” and $85 for a yearly pass.
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10) Can the cost to operate and manage the regional park break even from fees or will it cost citizens
county-wide more in taxes?

Yes, it is possible for the fees generated by the park to cover operating and management costs.
This is dependent on how the fee structure is implemented and will be part of the future policy decisions for the
Board of Supervisors.

11) When will the park open?

At this time, we do not have a definitive opening date for the park. The opening will be dependent on many
variables including, but not limited to:

e The BLM approval process

e Necessary environmental clearances

e Specific site design and engineering

e Funding
Generally, based on similar projects in other Counties, the BLM process is anticipated to be 5-10 years.
Again, this is only an estimate; there are many variables that could impact this timeline.

12) Will the entire park be opened at the same time?

No, it is anticipated that the park will be implemented in phases. As part of the Master Plan process, possible
implementation schedules including associated costs will be evaluated. A proposed implementation schedule
will be part of the final Master Plan.

13) Who will operate the park?

Pinal County would be the primary operator of the park. Pinal County may have agreements and/or
partnerships for specific site operations within the park. As an example a camping facility or shooting facility
may be operated by a third party.

14) How much will it cost to develop the park?

That is unknown at this time. This is one of the important reasons that the County is undertaking the Master
Plan process. Proposed costs to develop the facility will depend on what activities and amenities are included
in the final Master Plan. The approved Master Plan will identify estimated costs of development.

15) Where will the money come from to develop the park?

This park will be funded by Pinal County, but funding could include any/or all of the following:
e County General Fund
e General Obligation Bonds (for Capital Infrastructure)
e Grants
0 Indian Community 12 D Funding
O Recreational Trail Program (Administered by Arizona State Parks)
0 OHV Grant Funding (Administered by Arizona State Parks)
e User Fees (Board of Supervisors approved Fee Schedule)

3
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Development Impact Fees
Partnerships, Intergovernmental Agreements

Volunteer Groups

16) Where will entrances to the park be located?

That is unknown at this time. Again, that is an important part of the Master Plan process. Possible entrance
locations will be identified in the planning process and identified in the approved Master Plan document.

17) Will the park be fenced?

That is yet to be determined, but is a possibility. Fencing decisions will be determined by the needs of the
proposed uses, topography, resource protection and other important considerations. The typical type of
fencing used in these applications is a four (4) strand barbed wire (wildlife friendly).

18) What activities will be offered at the park?

Again, this is a major outcome of the Master Plan process. Public input from residents, neighbors, and user
groups will help the County determine the preferred activities for this Regional Park.

19) Will this park have turf, ball fields, and similar amenities?

No, the County’s vision for their Regional Park inventory is to have large, natural setting parks, similar to what
is seen operated by Maricopa County (as an example, San Tan Mountain Regional Park, White Tank
Mountain Regional Park and Estrella Mountain Regional Park). Typical recreational activities could include
trails (both motorized and non-motorized), equestrian opportunities, shooting sport activities, camping facilities
(both improved and unimproved), picnic areas and wildlife viewing, just to name a few.

20) Why should residents nearby welcome the Regional Park? What is the benefit to the adjacent
communities?

There are a multitude of benefits of being close to this Regional Park, they include:
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Increased property values

Potential economic benefits derived from visitors to the park
Access to maintained recreation facilities nearby

Increased management presence and resource protection
Preservation of existing recreation activities and opportunities
Better managed access to the area

Increased safety, especially with regards to recreational shooting
Volunteer opportunities



Contact: Kent Taylor (520) 866-6910

Pinal County begins planning for a Regional Park in Western Pinal
County

FLORENCE -Staff of the Pinal County Open Space and Trails Department will hold a public
open house to present information and maps for Palo Verde Regional Park and gather public
input. Information stations will be set up at the Pinal County Public Works Hidden Valley
Yard located at 43910 W. Meadowview Road, Maricopa, Arizona 85138.

The open house will take place on Thursday December 10, 2015 from 4:00 PM to 8:00

PM. This will be an open house format with brief presentations at 4:30 and 6:30. Residents
of Pinal County are encouraged to attend, learn more about the project and provide input
that will be useful to shaping this plan.

Nearly 10 years ago, Pinal County began looking at important trails and open space areas
from San Manuel to Maricopa. This study is now reflected in the Open Space and Trails
Master Plan (OSTMP) adopted in 2007. In 2009 the OSTMP was included in the County's
Comprehensive Plan Revision.

To continue its commitment to trails and open space, in 2013 the County Board of
Supervisors created the Open Space and Trails Department. The Board appointed an
Advisory Commission, and identified six items from the OSTMP as starting points for
implementation of the master plan.

One of those six items includes Palo Verde Regional Park, which was identified as Regional
Park #4, (RP#4).

The proposed Palo Verde Regional Park is over 20,000 acres of mostly Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) land on the far west side of Pinal County, stretching from Interstate 8 to
the south and Highway 238 to the north. "Pinal County is living up to its motto 'wide open
opportunity'," stated District 4 Supervisor Anthony Smith "I would invite everyone
interested to come to our open house and offer their input on this proposed Palo Verde

Regional Park. This would be a great asset for both residents and visitors alike."

You can find related planning information for this project on the County website at:

http://www.pinalcountyaz.gov/OpenSpaceTrails/ParkTrailPlanning/Pages/PaloVerdePark.asp
X

This public open house is one of several public outreach events the County will use to gather
more information about what services residents want for this Regional Park. For more
information contact Kent Taylor at kent.taylor@pinalcountyaz.gov.



tel:%28520%29%20866-6910
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZLrtTFoXOqEvLL6znBLBn0mn8h_zGB-zC_zk5XJCLRIs6ViLgGknUe9RM32sUalKZM7jjQGfwg2xiNwJzTOAnqJZaRcq8CT0aW8sHjNzeO_7a7vzIF6lhil0RhBsvyf9ihmeKxitqek82fMNDzvaEM5APKS2jSmLY53zf4SOFPAYQGIzPvsGtey_3aowdVPDvYOogiI4v3N4qtuUfp0T_xVOVLG-N2hrXEEYJz1PXIR3Nhjdoxb9-9oj15zFBwNV8pyqE2qXdAI=&c=oD9-q_OrGM9qNknTXLDtZmUuqTEgEepQYR8YcAEebgrXGObHmeSsUQ==&ch=XPHCinStwW0mU0y2ZKHS3lKD85w4NYOha0oLR061dWkORFsV0aCd2A==
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‘ Palo Verde Regional Park
Comment Form
PINAL+COUNTY
Wide open oppartunity
Thank you for attending tonight’s public meeting. This is the first public meeting for the planning project.
Please review the resource maps that are on display, which will be used for further analysis as we begin
the planning for this new Pinal County regional park. Your comments will assist us in the planning

process. What can you tell us about the area?

1. How do you use this area? Are you involved in an organized recreation or user group?

2. Where does horseback riding occur?

3. Where does all-terrain vehicle riding occur?

4. What are potential access points for trailheads or day use areas?

5. Where do shooting sports and target practicing occur?

6. Are there unique areas that would be of particular interest for wildlife viewing, bird watching, or
other activity?

7. Are there unique areas that should be protected from trails, trailheads, campgrounds, etc?

m (continued on back)
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8. What is special or not special about this area?

9. Do you know if there are any underground mines in the study area? If yes, where are the entrances?

10. Other information:

11. Comments provided by (optional):

Name:

Address:

Contact (email or phone):

__epy
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‘ Palo Verde Regional Park
FINALCOUNTY Comment Form

Wideopencpporunity Compiled Responses
(14 Questionnaire Forms Received)

Thank you for attending tonight’s public meeting. This is the first public meeting for the planning project.
Please review the resource maps that are on display, which will be used for further analysis as we begin
the planning for this new Pinal County regional park. Your comments will assist us in the planning
process. What can you tell us about the area?

1. How do you use this area? Are you involved in an organized recreation or user group?

e UTV/ATV/Off-Road usage. Right now we’re a group of about a dozen riders. We may
organize this coming year.

e We hike all over the N. part of the P.V. mountains.

e Quad & 4x4

o Would like to use area for hiking. Access in a passenger car is a problem/unpaved roads

e | don’t currently use it (it’ not very accessible) but I like most of the parks throughout the
area. Happy to volunteer--

e Shooting-Hiking-

e Hunting, hiking, off-road driving

e Geocaching

e Currently | don’t use but would like to start using it. Yes

e used area for shooting

o | like hiking in open space; would like more accessible “park land”; not part of group

2. Where does horseback riding occur?

Hope all over the N.P.V. mountain.

Same trails | use on the quad

]

Everywhere

have gone to South Mountain for horse back riding. Ride to T-Bone Steakhouse and back was
popular ride

e | like X terrain motorcycle riding on trails where permitted

3. Where does all-terrain vehicle riding occur?

e We ride primarily on the northern side of the park. Close to 238.
Mostly from the gravel pit West and all over the valley there. Also some at the N. part, east of
the mountain.

]
Everywhere
All over the place

__epy
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4. What are potential access points for trailheads or day use areas?

We come into the park on a trail that runs from Rio Bravo Rd.
The gravel pit (currently not included) and at bottom of Farrel rd.
S of Robin Road in the wash

There should not be any

5. Where do shooting sports and target practicing occur?

e Same location we ride {Note: Respondent’s ride location answer was “...primarily on the
northern side of the park. Close to 238.”}

at to many places along the East side of the P.V. Mountain.

All over

Box Canyon 1 mile west of Hidden Valley Rd & Century Rd State Trust Land
Everywhere

All over the place

6. Are there unique areas that would be of particular interest for wildlife viewing, bird watching, or
other activity?

e There are a few areas on the top of various mountain ranges that can be accessed by vehicle
or by foot.

e Rock hunting in the wash and on the hills in the marked (first jut-out hill) “non quiet-zone”,
just the one hill were quartz is found.

e Yes

7. Are there unique areas that should be protected from trails, trailheads, campgrounds, etc?

e | haven’t come across any yet.

At the far north is a unique area, have seen turtle there and great owl would love it to remain
walking trail photography area, Fam. pic-nic over the crest.

Petroglyphs west & north of Desert Valley Rd.

Yes all of it

Petroglyphs

I would love to see a developed climbing area

8. What is special or not special about this area?

It’s a beautiful pretty well kept secret. Very special.

Walking is the easey there. Wider area, good for kids.

It is in my backyard. | open a door & ride out for miles-access to Goldwater Range
Special - The isolation, lack of people Not Special: Major drug corridor

location is great for anyone in Maricopa

I’m interested in Vekol Wash terrain

9. Do you know if there are any underground mines in the study area? If yes, where are the entrances?

e I’ve heard of some but have not run into any yet.
e Not that I am aware of

__epy
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10. Other information:

Six forms included additional information.

)

)
©)

(4)

(%)

(6)

the “shooters” have taken over the nicest walking area. (by Hidden Valley, -well water
place-end of Farrel).

Were the hills go east, ~¢e hill. (Roding.)

Otherside (W. side) of P.V. Mountains are lower hills, wider places, better than the E.
side for camping.

All along the W. side of N.P.V.M. is a “trail”-“road”

Yes go on with this park.

Safety concerns-smuggling + other illegal activity

Leave this area alone. The County cannot aford this project

Who will police/maintain the land? Who will pay for it? We the poor Pinal County
taxpayers!

Not Necessary — we have access to this land thru BLM

Suggested use of this land will bleed over onto STATE TRUST LAND that “should
cannot not” be accessed without a WRITTEN permit from the State

there is a solar-it’s west of the County line-substation go thru the process which will run a
transmission line to Pinal West Substation
there is 2 outstanding CDC’s of APS not marked on the chart
@ going down State Rt 238 to Portor Rd & then go north on Portor Rd
@ go down Barnes to Santa Rosa Substation
Paved/dirt Rds-The roads leading into the park must be paved before opening
we are in a dead zone, what are you going to do @ that

Preserving open land now is essential to insure balance & growth, meet the needs of our
residents and consider all the involved stakeholders. Do nothing--we’ll have nothing for
future generations.

I am not alone feeling this should not pass.

Those of us who live in the effected areas and will have to burden the cost.
People can use this now as is. It doesn’t need to be altered

This is put in the planning by people who do not live in this area.

Who will not be effected by this.

There are alot of parks already.

Not enough unspoiled area.

Note: All comments are recorded verbatim from comment forms. No grammatical, word
choice changes or spelling are corrected. If handwriting is unclear, then correct spelling is
used and the most contextual word choice is assumed or marked illegible with ~. Upper case
sentence structure is revised to standard sentence case. Personal identifiable information, if
provided, is deleted from the comments.
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Pinal County Press Release

For Immediate Release Contact: Kent Taylor (520) 866-6910
March 1, 2016

Palo Verde Regional Park Public Open House #2

FLORENCE - Staff of the Pinal County Open Space and Trails Department will hold the second
public open house for the planning of Palo Verde Regional Park, a proposed regional park in
western Pinal County.

The open house will take place on Thursday March 31, 2016 from 4:30 PM to 7:00 PM at the
Copper Sky Multi-Generational Center, Multi-Purpose Room A, 44345 West Martin Luther
King Jr. Boulevard, Maricopa AZ 85138.

This will be an open house format with brief presentations at 5:00 PM and 6:00 PM. Residents
of Pinal County, especially residents of the City of Maricopa, are encouraged to attend, learn
more about the project and provide input regarding:

e Possible recreation activities for this park;

e Potential park access points, and;

e Preliminary concepts of trailhead and campground configurations at one or two of these
access points.

Pinal County began the planning process for this regional park in the fall of 2015 and expects to
complete the planning process in the fall of 2016.

The proposed Palo Verde Regional Park comprises more than 20,000 acres of mostly Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) land approximately 5 miles west of Maricopa, in the northwest area of
Pinal County, stretching from Interstate 8 to the south and Highway 238 to the north.

“Pinal County is living up to its motto ‘wide open opportunity’,” stated District 4 Supervisor
Anthony Smith “We have had great public participation so far and encourage everyone
interested to come to our open house and offer their input on this proposed Palo Verde Regional
Park. This would be a great asset for both residents and visitors alike.”

You can find related planning information for this project on the County website at:
http://www.pinalcountyaz.gov/OpenSpaceTrails/ParkTrailPlanning/Pages/PaloVerdePark.aspx

This public open house is one of several public outreach events the County will use to gather
more information about what services residents want for this Regional Park. For more
information contact Kent Taylor at kent.taylor@pinalcountyaz.gov.

HiH



March 31, 2016

‘ Palo Verde Regional Park
Comment Form

PINAL+«COUNTY

Wide afen ofspartunity

Thank you for attending the second public meeting for the planning project. Your comments will assist us as we
move forward in the planning process.

STATION 1

Please review the Recreation Activity Evaluation matrix. The “Public Interest” and “Rank by Survey” columns
were compiled from citizens’ comments from the first public meeting and the online survey. There were 435
respondents during the survey period from December 10, 2015, through January 18, 2016. The remaining
columns are based on analysis by the stakeholders and planning team.

1.

TRAILS (Non-motorized and Motorized) were overwhelming ranked high. In keeping with the public’s
interest, trails should be a focus for the park. However, jeep tours and a passenger car loop won’t be
considered for the master plan.

Comments:

EQUESTRIAN facilities and activities were ranked with a moderate interest. Therefore, equestrian facilities
might be planned and constructed in future phases.

Comments:

INTERPRETIVE facilities and activities were ranked with low interest. Therefore, interpretive related
buildings might be planned and constructed in later phases. Interpretive related activities such as wildlife
viewing could occur regardless of phase. However, a botanical garden won’t be considered in the master plan.

Comments:

PICNIC AREAS were ranked from high (family area) to low (playground). Therefore, picnic facilities might
be planned and constructed across multiple construction phases.

Comments:

CAMPING facilities were ranked high. Therefore, in keeping with the public’s interest, camping should also
be a focus for the park.

Comments:

SHOOTING SPORTS were ranked from high (shooting range) to low (concession store). Therefore,
constructed shooting sports facilities might be planned across multiple construction phases.

Comments:

m (continued on back)
||
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7. The MISCELLANEOUS facilities and activities were ranked from moderate to low interest. Therefore, the
miscellaneous related facilities might be planned and constructed in later phases. However, a large event area
won’t be considered for the master plan.

Comments:

STATION 2

Please review the three example site concepts. Based on the public’s interest, concepts have been prepared for a
Day-use Area/Trailhead, a combined Campground and Day-use Area/Trailhead, and a Shooting Sports Area.

8. DAY-USE AREA/TRAILHEAD. This example is located at the end of McDavid Road in the vicinity of the
existing hiking trails at the north end of the Palo Verde Mountains.

Comments:

9. CAMPGROUND and DAY-USE AREA/TRAILHEAD. This example is located at the end of Farrell Road,
which is about midway along the Palo Verde Mountains.

Comments:

10. SHOOTING SPORTS. This example is located along Hidden Valley Road in an area currently used
extensively for target practice.

Comments:

OTHER COMMENTS

Comments provided by (optional):

Name:

Address:

Contact (email or phone):

__epy
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‘ Palo Verde Regional Park
Comment Form
PINAL<-COUNTY
Wide open apiportunity

Note: All comments are recorded verbatim from comment forms. No grammatical, word choice
changes or spelling are corrected. If handwriting is unclear, then correct spelling is used and the most
contextual word choice is assumed or marked illegible with ~. Upper case sentence structure is
revised to standard sentence case. Personal identifiable information, if provided, is deleted from the
comments. Profanity is deleted from the comments.

Thank you for attending the second public meeting for the planning project. Your comments will assist us
as we move forward in the planning process.

STATION 1

Please review the Recreation Activity Evaluation matrix. The “Public Interest” and “Rank by Survey”
columns were compiled from citizens’ comments from the first public meeting and the online survey.
There were 435 respondents during the survey period from December 10, 2015, through January 18,
2016. The remaining columns are based on analysis by the stakeholders and planning team.

TRAILS (Non-motorized and Motorized) were overwhelming ranked high. In keeping with the public’s
interest, trails should be a focus for the park. However, jeep tours and a passenger car loop won’t be
considered for the master plan.

Comments:

| agree.

Jeep tours and passenger car loops should have consideration-especially for an aging population.
| agree w/ the results of the survey. It is a good starting point.

Agree.

ATV/AWD trails already present in the area. Make sense to include.

Not needed.

Mountain bike, 4WD, and ATV trails priority. Lower area is a high drug smuggling area.

I see high-quality, low-impact trails as the highest priority.

Agree

Okay.

Non-Motorized trails highly needed (Secondary) (Separate mountain bike trails).

Please Keep motorized vehicles away from hiker paths. Also, trails should not all be flat. Make
some up and down.

Agree with that concept-obviously now-motorized trails are far separated for motorized.

Trails Exist. No Need for More.

It would be great to have some sort of off road trail.

In consideration of the neighbors, the less noise, and dust, the better. Bike and horse trails okay.
I strongly agree that keeping trail use limited to non-motorized use is a positive direction that will
improve safety and quality of the trails.

e This will cause more accidents by attracting more people.
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The drug cartel have made several trails already feel free to use them.

Yes fo trails.

See comment under interpretive/nature trail. Consider a handicap accessible/barrier free short trail
in addition to the standard gravel track.

This area needs hiking trails of 5 miles or more and orienteering trails. These would be used by
Scout units as well as other youth groups.

The motorized trails need to be on west side of mountain-away from all housing is critical.

This proposed path seems too small for motorized use.

Highly recommend preserving off-road trails for UTV/ATV use.

The existing trails are fine how they are.

As long as residential areas remain quiet zones. That’s why we moved to the area. Will hikers be
protected from the criminal elements in the area-drug scouts and illegal aliens coming through?
Law enforcement has their hands tied now.

Leave it alone.

We did not attend the 1% meeting or participate in the original survey, but we agree TRAILS=#1
for hiking.

Cancel the park. Can ride both as is-or use the trails created by the drug cartel.

Good no jeep trails/roads for cars beyond basic access. Would like to be sure parking includes
room for trailers and equestrian staging.

EQUESTRIAN facilities and activities were ranked with a moderate interest. Therefore, equestrian
facilities might be planned and constructed in future phases.

Comments:

Not a horse person. No comment.

Agree-Makes sense. But don’t give up on it.

Agree.

| feel equestrian staging/parking areas are more practical that developed facilities.
Not needed.

Parking area for trailers.

These would be good, as long as, the horse trails are built correctly to cities land use.
Not of interest to me but ok.

No interest.

Please keep equestrian trails (and bike trails) separate from pedestrian/hiker paths
Good idea.

A great majority of land owners have horses and moved to the area specifically for riding.
A lot of neighbors have horses. Equestrian facilities are a good idea.

No need for park to ride horses.

Yes light riding and camping w. horses.

You can ride a horse anywhere on BLM land. Facalities are not required as this is a day use park.
Please add equestrian trails-can be multiuse trails.

Staging area for equestrian trail riding should be initial facility.

| agree this is a future phase.

Need to move up the list. Need bathrooms, campsites needed.

Equestrians will need parking to access the trails to me those are facilities.
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Sounds good provided taxes will not be raised in the process. Folks already use existing trails for
horse back riding.

We alread have it.

We personally have no use for equestrian facilities, but know several people who would.

Not required- can ride there as it.

We currently ride in these area- would we now be excluded if it’s a park? Horses and hikers
routinely share trails all over the state.

INTERPRETIVE facilities and activities were ranked with low interest. Therefore, interpretive related
buildings might be planned and constructed in later phases. Interpretive related activities such as wildlife
viewing could occur regardless of phase. However, a botanical garden won’t be considered in the master

plan.
Comments:
o Maybe a few signs in parking lots or elsewhere with pictures and names of park trees and cacti.
e Agree-Makes sense.
e Agree on interpretive, but like the idea for botanical garden.
e Not needed.
e Not needed at this time.
o | agree if that is the will of the majority.
e Agree.
e Low interest.
e Sorry to hear no one wants botanical gardens. I like them.
o OKk.
o Keep the open range open and free of buildings.
e Anything requiring maintenance is costly.
e Public safety is a big concern.
o Not required.
¢ In lieu of a botanical garden, consider a natural trail with interpretive/informational signage. Area
volunteers or garden clubs might assist with plantings and maintenance.
e This may be more important because of the lack of interpretive facilities in the Sonoran Desert
National Monument.
¢ Might want to consider some trail boards and instructional use.
e See general comment about facilities and activities are ranked w/ low interest.
e Don’tneed it.
o Are fine with this plan.
o N/A.
e Agree.

PICNIC AREAS were ranked from high (family area) to low (playground). Therefore, picnic facilities
might be planned and constructed across multiple construction phases.

Comments:

Picnic areas could benefit from shape.

__epy
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Makes sense.

It is important to have picnic area.

Not needed.

Picnic areas great idea and can generate interest for use of the rest of the area.

These will be good in order to manage human impact.

Agree.

Low interest.

Please include shade-either trees or fixed cover-for picnic areas- this will extend the use in
summer.

Good idea.

Picnic areas would be great.

Picnic areas need shade, restroom.

Public safety is a big concern.

If not protected 24/7 they will be destroyed and a large percent of people who use it leave a mess.
Always nice to have.

Interpretive nature trail would fit well in proximity to picnic area.

Family picnics in an area like this would be helpful to give people close options.

Covered picnic areas needed.

Again see comment on low.

As long as taxes are not raised.

Don’t need them.

Avre fine with this plan.

N/A Can picnic there as is.

Ok. Would like some picnic areas to include hitching posts or horse tethering facilities and corrals
w/ H20.

CAMPING facilities were ranked high. Therefore, in keeping with the public’s interest, camping should
also be a focus for the park.

Comments:

Bathrooms would be a good plan to keep from soiling the desert.

Good.

Yeah.

Agree.

I agree. RV spots could provide funding, but also unimproved, dispersed camping should be an
option.

Not needed.

Improved campsites can generate good revenue.

Yes. This will be good and will draw visitors to the area to spend money.

Agree.

No interest, but understand interest from campers.

Glad it will help with revenue, but how will they be monitored so some campers don’t spoil
experience for others (drunken, parties, guns, rowdy crowds)?

Good idea.

Camping is a high priority. There are not enough existing facilities in this area.

__epy
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e Camping requires supervision, support and maintenance. Public safety is a known issue in the

area.

Public safety is a big concern and feel you shouldn’t have to pay to camp.

Day only not overnight.

Not wanted.

Primitive is ok.

Campground revenue will make RV facilities a higher priority/public safety. In light of existing

drug and illegal activity a concern.

e There are roughly 10 club scout packs, 10 boy scout troops, varsity scout teams, and venture

crews in Maricopa that would use the camp area in the winter.

Need improved and unimproved.

Many people are not camping at Kortson so why do we think that they would be camping at Palo

Verde?

Anyone can camp anywhere right now?

As long as taxes are not raised.

Get state permit and camp.

We have an RV and are very interested in RV camping. We also know others who would use the

RV sites as well.

e Isat least 10 know drug cartel camp sites most along your recreation trail along the mountain
tops.

SHOOTING SPORTS were ranked from high (shooting range) to low (concession store). Therefore,
constructed shooting sports facilities might be planned across multiple construction phases.

Comments:

e When shooting facilities are installed be sure new residents dont push it out like Williams Air

Force Base.

Yeah

Agree

Not needed.

Good idea, because of all the careless shooters now will be controlled and reduce trigger trash.

Ok, as long as done safely, which is the highest priority.

Agree

Very good idea.

No interest.

Keep this minimal. Keep everyone safe from stray bullets.

Please keep away from the trails for a proper natural experience.

Consider noise in planning.

The area is currently and frequently used for target practice. Organizations will make it safer and

cleaner.

Shooting should be restricted to a designated range and banned elsewhere within the park.

o People who shoot out there now are safe. NO accidents reported. You should be able to shoot for
free. Thats what makes AZ great.

e There are many natural areas where shooting is safe. | wish people would clean up after
themselves.

e Good idea.

__epy
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o Exisiting sure should be managed/maintained. This area is another potential for revenue.

e This would be a facility that Boy Scouts would use. It would be easy to set up merit badge clinics.

e Archery ok. No guns.

o With the high interest, I think it would be good to incorporate this into the park if possible.

¢ Recommended shooting areas.

e Many people come to Marropa to shoot in an area thats not confined for long range shooting. |
have been shooting in this area for 9 years and have never had a problem.

e Aslong as taxes are not raised.

e Don’tneed it.

o We are shooting advocates and would definitely use the range as would other people we know.

e BLM- Can shoot there now leave it alone.

o People currently shoot out here weekly. What happens once park is designated. How will danger

be mitigated.

MISCELLANEQUS facilities and activities were ranked from moderate to low interest. Therefore, the
miscellaneous related facilities might be planned and constructed in later phases. However, a large event
area won’t be considered for the master plan.

Comments:

e Good. Large groups may not be compatible.

e Agree.

If there’ll be a camping and picnic area in the master plan. |1 don’t see why not to have a large
event area in the same plan.

I think this is a good area for hiking trails.

Not needed.

N/A

Maybe rock climbing.

No interest.

OK.

| support a regional park in this area. | think it would benefit residents in the area.

Copper sky should meet this need for this area. No need to do it in Palos Verde Park.

We don’t need a park to do things we want to do.

Not needed.

Safety concerns for some activities (such as rock climbing) emergency medical facilities are %
hour away at present.

Environmental education in an outdoor setting is important. I’m sure several organizations would
be willing to help.

Again see comment about low interest.

Good

We are fine with this plan.

N/A Can’t the park-who is paying for this?

Glad to hear it.
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STATION 2

Please review the three example site concepts. Based on the public’s interest, concepts have been
prepared for a Day-use Area/Trailhead, a combined Campground and Day-use Area/Trailhead, and a
Shooting Sports Area.

DAY-USE AREA/TRAILHEAD. This example is located at the end of McDavid Road in the vicinity of
the existing hiking trails at the north end of the Palo Verde Mountains.

Comments:

I have hiked the trail there. Nice mid level challenge.
Like the night spot for easy access and variety of elevations.

Agree.

I think this is a good area for hiking trails.

Not needed.

This is good. Its a good way to educate the public and generate revenues.
Agree.

Have used the existing trail- Needs expansion (Keep mountain bike trails separate if possible).
Please include trailhead restrooms. Please build well marked trails.

Makes sense to build first. —I hope its no fee or very low fee.

Bathrooms are very important, both for day use and camping.

Great idea.

Keep parking area open 24/7 to allow night-time use of the trails ( crucial during summer).
No.

Trails already exist. | do not want to pay for property and facalities that will not be used.
Looks good.

This is an area that girl scouts and boy scouts could use for their program.

Will there be park rangers there?

Just leave it alone.

Hiking trails are very high on our list.

Like this, esp if equestrian use part of trails plan.

CAMPGROUND and DAY-USE AREA/TRAILHEAD. This example is located at the end of Farrell
Road, which is about midway along the Palo Verde Mountains.

Comments:

Good location.

Looks like the right spot for easy access and variety of elevation.

Agree.

Not needed.

Southern area should be looked at for computers, near I-8.

Please keep the day use and camping areas separate, this will enhance both groups experience.
Agree.
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Good place for it.

Don’t use, but necessary.

Do, please, include trailhead restrooms.

Ramadas restrooms w/ showers for camping.

Skip the campground unless it funds a full time public safety person.

See above. (Above, Keep parking area open 24/7 to allow night-time use of the trails (crucial
during summer).

No.

Not wanted. Not needed.

With as many scouts as are in Maricopa (See #5) this would be a great area especially in winter.
A certain number of sites need to be for short-term camping.

Good location.

I think that the host site should be spaced throughout the camp rather than all at one end.

We alread have that.

RV and tent camping are also high on our list!

Why not put campground on W side of mtns, away from existing homes? What is recompense to
current homeowners who will lose their privacy and seclusion from which they paid?

SHOOTING SPORTS. This example is located along Hidden Valley Road in an area currently used
extensively for target practice.

Comments:

Please keep. | have shot there at about 3 miles from my house as crow flys—noise not to bad.
Is it far enough from hikers and campers? Is it far enough from potential development? Maybe
need to consider.

Disagree—Should be far end going west (if applicable) as there close by within reasonable
distance homes (going east).

No needed.

Ok. As long as it is done safely.

Agree.

New idea, not too bad.

No interest.

Make sure this is far from all other uses. Post signs in areas not meant for shooting that shooting
is not allowed.

Move to a more isolated location—maore south.

The most important consideration is noise impact to nearby residents.

Great idea.

No.

This area already exist. We do not need to pay to use a facality that already exist.

Excellent idea.

This area is used by many people already. It would be nice to formalize the area a little more.
No shooting on eat side of mountains.

At least one are should be designated for a a shooting area. This area is already established so it
makes sense to improve and expand this area if possible.

Leave it there. Works for us already.

Shooting is high on our list!
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e There is a home right about this proposed area! What happens to them? Rt not it’s just a weekend
issue, w/this it would become a daily nusance.

OTHER COMMENTS

e Good plan to preserve land and maybe push out the criminal element.

1. I love that you are seeking public input. 2. Further delays in starting will only lead to further
degradation of the land. 3. This project will surely add quality of life to a very large segment of
the population. 4. This project will increase property values especially in closer proximity, but

could add value to entire county. 5. | would strongly recommend phasing with at least some (in
picnic area) started as soon as possible.

e Really good presentation. Well communicated as to why things were included and/or excluded.
Only real question are astericks above. | do believe that this improvement is important to this
area. Not only for them but also for improving safety and security.

e | support fee areas but believe that the unimproved areas of the park should not be a fee area.
People should be able to enjoy the park regardless of financial concerns. Obviously improved
areas such as campground-shooting area would be fee-based.

o Stop.

e Whole park should not be free area. Only improved areas.

o Please continue to plan trails for all areas especially mountain bikes. Thanks for all of your work
on this project.

e | love the idea!

e Better advertisement i.e. in mailboxes, flyers. Who is responsible for others :users” i.e.
“Documentation challenged” and drug traffic i.e. 2 and 4 legged, ATV, 4X4. More restrictions,
more traffic on access roads.

e Hunting access/ restrictions vs. now.

e Concern; Having enough monitoring so people don’t vandalize, become dangerous to other
attract drug sellers and users. Public safety is paramount. Will there be entrance fees for locals?

e | would like to know where the next meeting are please. Sorry but I’m not sure | want this. But |
won’t know how things are going. How are you going to stop the drug trafficking? If you won’t
to know what gos on out there please call me. | know all the L.P.O.P spots and the lay up and
camp sites. I’m at home all day. Thanks.

e |tis discusting how your “Plan” was relatively unheard of to the people who use and own
property in the vicinity of the affected areas! Public signs in affected area’s need to be posted so
the affected public can be heard.

o | would love to see the regional trail to be mixed use — off road, equestrian, and trail hiking. | am
a homeower/landowner near the proposed area.

e Having a county park approved by BLM adds certainty to what happens in current BLM managed
property. This is a very good thing for neighbors and for Maricopa City.

e Leave the land as is. Put county dollars to schools and teachers.

o | think the size is too big to be used in the south and too close to homeowners. A lot of people
will be against it being so close to homes. The northern half might work but camping is close too
and homeowners may not like that. Big problem is the crime in area. Just inviting people in to
dangerous area.

e | amazed to hear this has been in works for 10 years. A very well kept secret. | use this area
weekly and | do not want it made into a park. With what is proposed it will cost a lot of money
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(mine as a tax payer). | see no benefits as we already own this land and have access for no cost
just avoid the drug runners. Need to know about future use of land in this area.

Protecting open space is always good. Regardless of the whining tonight. We need to secure
BLM ground for county use.

Open space/Park facility will be important as area and county continues to grow. Recreation is
always a concern for residents.

Environmental education focussed on Sonoran Desert is needed in Maricopa. This is also an area
that Huhugam traveled and lived, so Native American culture could benefit from this park. I’m
sure Ak-chin Community would help as well as support from the Gila River Community. History
and Heritage are important to preserve when it is found.

South side of park needs to be a quite zone. Need to know what access routes are need to be
contacted about status updates. What is the time line to start? What is the being done about the ill
legals and drug trafficing? | want to be notifid about 30 day notice of comment.

It seems like the proposed plan is to include every facility activity that had even the slightest
interest. | think it would make more sense to simply drop the low interest facilities and activities
from the planning document.

No one can improve upon the desert. Its apeal is its wild and should be left in that state. The
freedom to go or do what you like in the area proposed is the only reason I have stayed in
Maricopa for 9 years. Adding hiking trails is the only plus | see from this un needed intrusion.

1. Safety of visitors is critical. Unless visitors will be safe to use campground trails park won’t be
used. There are not enough police, rangers, medical personnel etc. in area. 2. Most residents of
Hidden Valley do not want their taxes raised for thsi park. Hiking and horseback riding is already
available. 3. Residents want their homes to remain quiet. We moved to a rural area for the peace
and quiet and beauty of the area. Its a major concern that it remains quiet.

Who will protect all of the people out there. Just stay the __ out of our backyard.

Great idea.

| feel all these options don’t do anything for people on park borders. You should question those
people first. We moved there for space and no regulations.

We are so excited about this! Please complete trails, hiking, and shooting ASAP!

Can do all of these things as is for free. Leave it BLM. Why raise out taxes or charge us fees
when we can do all these things now for free__ are you going to raise a small army to run the
cartel out? Will the county be responsible for a persons death by a drug smuggler? The cartel
“runs” this area | see and call them into the sheriff on a regular basis-- I live ¥ mile from the
mountains--they are always there—please cant this park as it is and leave it as BLM for those of
us that use it weekly.

Like idea of regional park. Would like to see west side of mtns utilized more and impact on
current residents much smaller. Why go for populated areas when a perfectly good secluded area
exists. What about safety? This is a known area for cartel drug runners—who will police to
protect public? Will park rangers be needed?

Other comments continued:

1. It sounds like this is already a given. In the “comment form” online, there was no
place to say this is a very dangerous idea and maybe not at all popular with current
residents. People needed a “do not want” choice.

2. I’msurprised that the local homeowners weren’t sent mailers or otherwise notified
like they would be for a zoning change.

3. Why should we be charged for something we now use for free? Eventually there will
be a change.

4. How does someone become a member of stakeholder group? Current residents
should be a HUGE part of that group!
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5. Notices should be mailed to all local residents w/in a mile of proposed park
boundaries for any future meetings, studies, etc. This should be treated like any other

zoning change.
6. Drug cartels own this land. Who will negotiate with them? Right now no one seems

able to control this issue.

o | would like to see trails, but the camping sites and developed areas are not my choice. | think
more developed areas wi/trails and less developed sure would be more welcome than camp sites.




Pinal County Press Release

For Immediate Release Contact: Kent Taylor (520) 866-6910
May 16, 2016

Palo Verde Regional Park Public Open House #3

FLORENCE - Staff of the Pinal County Open Space and Trails Department will hold the third
public open house for the planning of Palo Verde Regional Park, a proposed regional park in
western Pinal County. The open house will take place on Tuesday June 7, 2016 from 4:30 PM to
7:00 PM at the Central Arizona College Maricopa Campus 17945 N. Regent Dr. Building A-
Room A-101, Maricopa, Arizona 85138.

Residents of Pinal County, including the City of Maricopa, Hidden Valley and Thunderbird
Farms are encouraged to attend, learn more about the project and provide input. The meeting will
be an open house format with opportunity for residents to review and offer comments on four (4)
alternative master plan concepts, including a no-build option.

The proposed Palo Verde Regional Park comprises more than 20,000 acres of mostly Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) land approximately 5 miles west of Maricopa, in the northwest area of
Pinal County, stretching from Interstate 8 to the south and Highway 238 to the north.

“Our basic objective is to create a Master Plan for this future regional park,” stated District 4
Supervisor Anthony Smith “The feedback I’ve received to date convinces me that security, low
cost access and a slow thoughtful approach must be a constant theme and given priority within
the plan. All opinions are welcomed and appreciated.”

You can find related planning information for this project including a list of Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQ) on the County website at:
http://www.pinalcountyaz.gov/OpenSpaceTrails/ParkTrailPlanning/Pages/PaloVerdePark.aspx

This public open house is one of several public outreach events the County has had and will use
to gather information about what services residents want for this Regional Park. For more
information contact Kent Taylor at kent.taylor@pinalcountyaz.gov.
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‘ Palo Verde Regional Park
Comment Form

PINAL+«COUNTY

Wide afen ofspartunity

Thank you for attending the third public meeting for the master planning project. Your comments will assist us as
we move forward in the planning process. Four alternatives have been developed for your review and comments
using the data analysis, inventory, recreation needs assessment, working group input and comments received at
Public Meeting #1 and #2. The alternatives range from No Action, Minimal Change, Moderate Change, to Most
Change.

1.

ALTERNATIVE A — NO ACTION. This is the baseline for comparison to the other three alternatives. The
No Action Alternative reflects authorized and legal conditions that are expected to continue to exist if the Palo
Verde Regional Park is not adopted. It does not imply that existing unauthorized and illegal activities will
continue, i.e., cutting of new trails for any use or travel off the recognized BLM trails network, destruction of
the desert setting, shooting of TVs and dangerous items, trigger trash, dumping, and similar. Land
management will continue to rest with the BLM, which can alter and/or end recreation activities as needed to
protect the land and environment.

Comments:

ALTERNATIVE B - MINIMAL CHANGE. This Alternative includes core programs to meet the mission of
the OS&T Department. It provides for minimal levels of recreation opportunities that might be found in an
open space regional park. For this alternative, opportunities in addition to what now occur in the No Action
Alternative include additional non-motorized trails, equestrian facilities, tent and RV semi-developed camp
sites (no water or electric), group camping, family picnic area, and rifle range. No additional motorized trails
will be developed and target shooting will be consolidated to a designated location.

What would you add or remove from this alternative?

Other Comments:

ALTERNATIVE C - MODERATE CHANGE. Alternative C builds on Alternative B by adding facilities that
would benefit users seeking more varied recreation opportunities or services of both passive and active
recreation types. These include an equestrian riding stable and arena, interpretive center, small amphitheater,
playground, developed camp sites (with water and electric), shotgun range, archery range, archery field
course, and shooting sports concession.

What would you add or remove from this alternative?

E (continued on back)
||
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Other Comments:

4. ALTERNATIVE D - MOST CHANGE. Alternative D builds on Alternative C by retaining nearly all of
Alternative B and Alternative C opportunities and adds interpretive and barrier-free trails, large group picnic
facilities, paintball field, and off-leash dog area. Motorized trails will be limited to a dedicated trails area
between the Fresno Road Buffer and I-8 on authorized trails. Motorized trail use north of this area will be
eliminated.

What would you add or remove from this alternative?

Other Comments:

5. PREFERENCE. Of the four alternatives presented, | would prefer (check one):

O Alternative A — No Action O Alternative C — Moderate Change
O Alternative B — Minimal Change O Alternative D — Most Change

6. OTHER COMMENTS

Comments provided by (optional):

Name:

Address:

Contact (email or phone):

__epy
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For Immediate Release Contact: Kent Taylor (520) 866-6910
June 15, 2016

Public Input Sought on Proposed Palo Verde Park Alternatives

FLORENCE — The Pinal County Open Space and Trails Department is asking the public to
review four alternatives for the proposed Palo Verde Regional Park.

The proposed Palo Verde Regional Park is over 20,000 acres of mostly Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) land on the west side of Pinal County, stretching from Interstate 8 to the
south and Highway 238 to the north.

“We’ve had three public meetings with various ideas for the park,” Kent Taylor, Pinal County
Open Space and Trails Director said. “Thanks to the public input, data analysis, inventory of the
assets of the park and recreational needs, we have come up with four alternatives that we want
the public to comment on regarding the future of the proposed park.”

“Alternative A is a No Action Alternative,” stated Board of Supervisors Vice-Chairman Anthony
Smith. “This is considered our baseline for comparison to the other alternatives. Under the No
Action Alternative, the Bureau of Land Management would continue land management of the
property as it does today.”

To review the alternatives and leave comments for the proposed Palo Verde Regional Park go to:
http://pinalcountyaz.gov/Pages/PublicNotices.aspx?ID=64 and complete the questionnaire. All
replies must be received by Friday, July 15.

it
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Pinal County Press Release

For Immediate Release Contact: Kent Taylor (520) 866-6910
October 11, 2016

Public Input Sought on Palo Verde Regional Park Draft Master Plan and
Preferred Alternative

FLORENCE - The Pinal County Open Space and Trails Department is asking the public to
review and provide comment on the Palo Verde Regional Park Draft Master Plan and Preferred
Alternative. Comments will be accepted through Friday, November 10, 2016.

The proposed Palo Verde Regional Park is over 20,000 acres of mostly Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) land on the west side of Pinal County, stretching from Interstate 8 to the
south and Highway 238 to the north.

“We’ve had tremendous public input throughout the planning process, including almost 850
comments related to the four alternatives presented to the public in July,” Kent Taylor, Pinal
County Open Space and Trails Director said.

“I am pleased that we have seen so much input from the public regarding Palo Verde Regional
Park,” stated Board of Supervisors Vice-Chairman Anthony Smith. “The passion for different
plans for the park has made this a good example of local residents taking an interest in what is
happening around them. We continue working to come up with a plan that is realistic and
favored by the residents of this county.”

To review the Draft Master Plan and Preferred Alternative please go to:
http://www.pinalcountyaz.gov/Pages/PublicNotices.aspx?1D=74

Those wishing to comment on the proposals will be able to do so on that page. All replies must
be received by Friday, November 10, 2016.
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Pinal County eyes new regional park on west side of county - ABC15 Arizona Page 1 of 1
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Pinal County eyes new
regional park on west side of

county

BY: Associated Press
POSTED: 4:45 AM, Nov 19, 2015

TAG: coolidge | florence | southern arizona

FLORENCE, AZ - Pinal County may provide south-central Arizona with a new

regional park.

The county Open Space and Trails Department on Dec. 10 will hold a public open
house to present information on the proposed Palo Verde Regional Park and to

gather public input.

The proposed park would consist of over 31 square miles of mostly federal Bureau of

Land Management land on the county's far west side.

The land is located between Interstate 8 on the south and State Route 238 on the

north.

The Dec. 10 open house will be held at the county's Public Works Hidden Valley Yard

in Maricopa.

Copyright 2015 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,

rewritten or redistributed.

Want more savings? See ALL ads this week
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By - Associated Press
Thursday, November 19,2015

FLORENCE, Ariz. (AP) - Pinal County may provide south-central Arizona with a

new regional park.

The county Open Space and Trails Department on Dec. 10 will hold a public open
house to present information on the proposed Palo Verde Regional Park and to

gather public input.
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The proposed park would consist of over 31 square miles of mostly federal

Bureau of Land Management land on the county’s far west side.

The land is located between Interstate 8 on the south and State Route 238 on the

north.

The Dec. 10 open house will be held at the county’s Public Works Hidden Valley

http://m.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/nov/19/pinal-county-eyes-new-regional-park-on... 10/7/2016
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Pinal County eyes new regional park on west side of county - Washington Times
Yard in Maricopa.
Copyright © 2016 The Washington Times, LLC.
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FLORENCE — Pinal County is looking to develop a new regional park.

Mark your calendars, retweet & share our event
wl/everyone! Visit FB event page for the 411
facebook.com/events/1678111......
twitter.com/i/lweb/status/7...

The county Open Space and Trails Department on Dec. 10 will hold a public open house to present information on
the proposed Palo Verde Regional Park and to gather public input.

The proposed park would consist of more than 31 square miles of mostly federal Bureau of Land Management Al =1
land on the county’s far west side.

07:41AM
The land is located between Interstate 8 on the south and State Route 238 on the north and abuts Sonoran Desert S f ¥ G+
National Monument.
The Dec. 10 open house will be held at the county’s Public Works Hidden Valley Yard, located at 43910 W. NUAL CRUCIAL CATCH EVENT!
Meadowview Road. FREE BREAST CANCER SCREENINGS ﬁ
The open house will take place from 4 to 8 p.m. with brief presentations at 4:30 and 6:30 p.m. @ ‘

’ . . . al 1 j’ > o v
About 10 years ago, Pinal County began looking at important trails and open space areas from San Manuel to < - 4
Maricopa. This study is now reflected in the Open Space and Trails Master Plan adopted in 2007.
In 2013 the county Board of Supervisors created the Open Space and Trails Department. The board appointed an Connect With Us
advisory commission and identified six items from the plan as starting points for implementation.
Facebook
One of those six items is Palo Verde Regional Park, which was identified as Regional Park No. 4.
Twitter

The proposed Palo Verde Regional Park is more than 20,000 acres. RSS
“Pinal County is living up to its motto ‘wide open opportunity’,” said Supervisor Anthony Smith, R-Maricopa. “I Mobile
would invite everyone interested to come to our open house and offer their input on this proposed Palo Verde
Regional Park. This would be a great asset for both residents and visitors alike.” Newsletter

More information on this project can be found on the county website at www.pinalcountyaz.gov.
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An open house on a proposed 23,000-acre park west of Maricopa is planned for March 31 at Copper Sky.

At 23,000 acres, a proposed regional park west of Maricopa is a massive undertaking for Pinal County.

In planning stages since 2007, the park on land belonging to the Bureau of Land Management would cover a
vertical swath from State Route 238 to Interstate 8. Planners are working to meet the needs of a variety of
outdoors enthusiasts.

“It is a huge, ambitious project,” said Gina D'Abella, chairperson of the Pinal County Open Space & Trails
Advisory Commission.

The next public meeting on the Palo Verde Regional Park is an open house planned for Dec. 10 from 4 to 8 p.m.
at the Hidden Valley Yard of the county’s Public Works Department.

“For years, we've been meeting on this,” D’Abella said. She became involved and even started her
Environmental Concerns Organization, Inc. because of the abuse of her own property along the Vekol Wash by
people leaving trash and shotgun shells.

http://www.inmaricopa.com/palo-verde-park-a-huge-ambitious-project/ 4/4/2016
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One of the biggest hurdles for creating a park was getting recognized by BLM, which was impossible without
being a stakeholder. That was resolved with the formation of the Open Space & Trails Department with a staff
of one, Director Kent Taylor, in 2013.

“The more people we get to come listen to what is proposed and where we're at in the process the better,”
Taylor said. “Be involved early.”

Groups, organizations and government departments have been involved in the meetings and discussion up to
this point. The advisory commission is comprised of 10 volunteers, and others have participated in field trips
and focus groups.

One of those field trips was Nov. 14. Maricopa Planning & Zoning Commissioner Bob Marsh was along for the
tour.

“It's a beautiful set of four mountain ranges, hills really,” said Marsh, who used to lead hikes into the Grand
Canyon. “There is road access on both sides, east and west, all the way down, and a couple of passes where a
road can get through.”

The trip had him envisioning the possibilities of creating trails to each peak with trailheads and bathrooms.
“We could have contests, who can reach all seven peaks in a day,” he said.

Marsh said the development of such a large park could be “prioritized piecemeal,” starting with ongoing uses.
He said there areas prime for off-roading and other sports.

“As the population of Maricopa grows, features can be added to the park, rather than rushing in to build
something fancy now,” he said. “It should be kept wild as long as possible.”

m

“Pinal County is living up to its motto ‘wide open opportunity,” District 4 Supervisor Anthony Smith said. ‘I
would invite everyone interested to come to our open house and offer their input on this proposed Palo Verde
Regional Park. This would be a great asset for both residents and visitors alike. *

D’Abella said they looked for other regional parks as models of what would work in the vast space.

“This is not soccer fields and playgrounds,” she said. Potential recreational uses may or may not include
activities already being conducted on the land like a shooting range and off-highway vehicle area.

Taylor said this is the information-gathering stage. Open Space & Trails is seeking not only feedback and
opinions from the public but also on-the-ground information about the landscape, trails and roads that may not
be marked on official maps.

“Our consultant has been doing a lot of data research on public land uses, the BLM guidelines, the BLM uses,
[Arizona] Game & Fish [Department] designations, soil types and view sheds and all the underlying data that
we'll use to determine what makes sense for this area, and where,” Taylor said.

Pinal County hired a professional planner, EPG Consulting. Once feedback from the public and an array of
government entities is gathered, a master plan will be created to bring before the Board of Supervisors.
D’Abella said that may happen in the next year.

When the supervisors approve a master plan, it will be sent to BLM.

http://www.inmaricopa.com/palo-verde-park-a-huge-ambitious-project/ 4/4/2016
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“Then it's a whole ‘nother process happening,” D'Abella said. “It usually takes three or four years for approval.”

When that BLM approval is gained, Pinal County will have 25 years to prove it can manage the property.
D’Abella compared it to the process followed by the South Mountain Park in Maricopa County. She said Pinal
County may opt not to manage the entire 23,000 acres but only a smaller piece, like 1,000 acres.

The December open house is the first step toward that.
“Getting the public there would be fantastic,” Taylor said.

kent.taylor@pinalcountyaz.gov

The proposed Palo Verde Regional Park is outlined in purple dashes primarily around the
yellow BLM land on the left side of the map.

This story appeared in the December issue of InMaricopa News.

© Copyright 2016 - InMaricopa

http://www.inmaricopa.com/palo-verde-park-a-huge-ambitious-project/ 4/4/2016



Home  MNews  FindaHome  Directory s Ewvents  Arealnfo w % f

SanTanValley
I C O
ADVERTISE, GET NOTICED, & STAY INFORMED!

Py L Ceammsemss] . PUBLIC INPUT SOUGHT FOR
Ll e G PALO VERDE REGIONAL PARK
VIA ONLINE SURVEY

< Wiiren by foe Ayrits on Mon, Dec 27,

CEHEEA o

Ak-Ghin|

inefiar

The Pinal County Open Space and Trails Departrment is in the planning
stages of & large regional park in western Pinsl County. The department

would like to know what the public wants in what will be known as the Palo

erde Regional Park

This park will be somewhere in the 21,000 acre size," stated Open Space

and Trails Directer Kent Taylor. "l will be split into two secticns. The northern

section would be located just south of the Gils River Indien Community snc

west of the Ak-Chin Indian Community. The southern section is located

muostly north of Interstate 8 and west of Cass Grande. Both western

boundaries will end &t the Maricopa County line.”

The survey located at: https:/fenww surveymankey.com/r/D2BCPFB asks what

& recresticnal cpportunities the public would like to see in such 2 park.
£
. . . . . . .
i We've had a public meeting recently regerding this park end the recreationsl

opportunities people wanted to have," Taylor said. "If anyone missed this

meeting, | still am s=eking input on what they would like to see st Palo Verde

Regional Park We've slready seen some very good suggestions, but | would

==

ike 1o se= more.”

. 't' Ta view a full map of the proposed park, click here.
= |
= P | o .
5 ; ! | ; Author: |oe Pyritz
i g 1 '-l * Pinal County Public Health Flu Shots Available
i T * 5R 79 narrowed to one lane for Gila River bridge work in
Lo ' —~ 5 Lol 2 Florence
AR | ' * Apache Junction Justice Court to Hold First Warrant Resolution
g Day
: j * Friday and Saturday-Reduced Pet Adoption Prices
* Pinal County Mesquito Fogging Announcement for San Tan

A ey Valley



County seeks feedback as it develops Palo Verde park - Maricopa Monitor: Around Pinal

About Us  Contact Us

Home News Kids & Family Sports Films, Food & Fun Comment Obituaries Multimedia Special Sections

Home News Around Pinal

County seeks feedback as it
develops Palo Verde park
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By SAMANTHA SHOTZBARGER Contributing Writer| 0 comments

As Pinal County continues laying the groundwork for the 23,000-acre Palo Verde Regional Park, residents are
shaping the area by giving feedback as the long-term project moves forward into the public process.

Equipped with sticky dots, around 50 to 60 attendees marked the recreational activities they want to see

incorporated into the park at a Dec. 10 open house, Kent Taylor, Pinal County Open Space and Trails director, said.

“We’re providing the public the opportunity to tell us what they want in that park early, and we’ll be offering that
often,” Taylor said.

The area, located between Arizona 238 and Interstate 8 on the western portion of the county, consists of land
mostly owned by the Bureau of Land Management, according to a Pinal County press release.

While the area has been identified as a spot for a regional park since 2007, the public is now getting the chance to
weigh in on how the land might be developed as the recreation master plan creation process begins.

“We're going to spend the next year developing the master plan, and then our board of supervisors has to approve
that master plan, and once that's done then we can go to BLM and say, ‘Here’s the master plan. Here’s what we

want to do in this area,” Taylor said.
Optimism and caution

Nathan Koschmann, an eight-year Maricopa resident, lives in an area close to the proposed Palo Verde Regional
Park.

While Koschmann was unable to attend the open house to give feedback, he said he and his wife are excited to
possibly see hiking trails close to home.

“We would be very excited to have it close by. We love to get outdoors and walk our dogs — just be able to access
some sort of nature trail quickly would be great,” he said.

However, some residents shared concerns about having a regional park so close to home at the open house,
Supervisor Anthony Smith, R-Maricopa, said.

“I mean, this is the first time it's really, truly been introduced to them in a public comment area, so | think there was
some caution regarding having a project that is in their neighborhoods,” he said.

Some of the feedback included issues to overcome as the park is developed, Smith said.

“For example, people are concerned about making dusty roads into the park area. So, that's a good comment,” he
said, noting a recommended possible remedy for the dusty roads might be paving all park entrances.

“Some people were concerned about the drug and the cartel activity in the area and public safety. That's a great
comment,” he said, adding, “There needs to be enough rangers or personnel in the area, or at the park when it's
developed, that is able to ensure public safety.”

Still, Smith says the park could potentially be a great asset to the area.

http://www.copamonitor.com/news/around pinal/article e8a33cf4-adb2-11e5-b77e-830b2...
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“I think the more that we share about what the potential for recreation and what it means to the people, and the
actual asset that it can bring and maybe improve property values, then | think people might be more anxious to see
something like that come,” he said.

A long-term process
Though the project has been in the works for almost 10 years, development on the park will take time.

“Folks think that we’re doing this master plan, and we’re going to turn a key next week and we’re going to open a
park,” Taylor said.

The land has been discussed since 2007 when the area was incorporated into the Pinal County Open Space and
Trails Master Plan, approved by Pinal County’s board of supervisors, he said.

“The board of supervisors — both past and present — were visionary enough to set out a long-term vision for what
the park or what Pinal County should provide as far as regional parks, regional trails and regional open space,” he
said.

Now, before the proposed park can enter the BLM process, decisions have to be made on how to develop the
land. After the master plan has been created, and after the board of supervisors approves that master plan, the
BLM process can begin — a process that can take years.

“It's a quick process with BLM if it’s five years,” Taylor said.

Neighboring Pima and Maricopa counties have been involved in similar processes for more than 10 years, “and
they haven't opened a park yet,” Taylor said.

Gina D’Abella, chairperson of the Pinal County Open Space and Trails Advisory Commission and executive
director of Environmental Concerns Organization, Inc., said it's important to start the process now to plan for the
county’s future growth.

“A lot of these plans — for example our whole freeway system was planned in the 1960s, and we didn’t even
complete it until like five years ago,” she said.

The area has gone from a period of hyper population growth to a more controlled rate of growth, but D’Abella said
after years of living in the state, she’s expecting the population to increase again.

“We're going to increase in population, and what do we do? Do we wait until we’'re 300,000 people before we plan?
No. We've got to plan now,” she said.

Share your thoughts

During the yearlong master plan process, residents will have the ability to share their thoughts on the regional
park.

Multiple open houses and other outreach events have been planned for residents to give feedback, and an online
survey has been created to allow the public to weigh in on the park’s possible recreational activities.

“What we’re doing right now is we’re following through on that with a survey that’s going to ask the same question
— what activities would you like to see in a future park in that area?” Taylor said.

D’Abella said feedback from the community is important to balance out different possible recreational uses and
environmental concerns.

“There’s a lot of parts to this puzzle, and we need everybody’s input — whether they’re for or against. We need

everybody’s input because this is happening.”
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Residents to shape plan

B Officials seek public input on use of land in western Pinal

Story Comments

Courtesy of Kent Taylor

Palo Verde Regional Park

Pinal County Open Space and Trails director. Palo Verde
Regional Park

More Information
Palo Verde Regional Park

Where: Western side of Pinal County between
Arizona 238 (to the north) and Interstate 8 (to the
South)

Approximate size: 23,000 acres
Notable Features:

-- Includes a large portion of the Palo Verde
Mountains.

-- Provides connectivity to the Table Top
Wilderness area and the Sonoran Desert National
Monument.

-- Provides opportunity to connect park trails with
the Anza National Historic Trail.

-- The park is also identified in the city of Maricopa
General Plan as a desired future condition for the
city.

-- Incorporates portions of the Vekol Wash.
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Posted: Tuesday, December 29, 2015 8:35 am
By SAMANTHA SHOTZBARGER Contributing Writer

MARICOPA — As Pinal County continues laying the
groundwork for the 23,000-acre Palo Verde Regional
Park, residents are shaping the area by giving feedback
for the project.

Equipped with sticky dots, about 60 attendees marked
the recreational activities they want to see incorporated
into the park at a Dec. 10 open house, said Kent Taylor,
Pinal County open space and trails director.

“We’re providing the public the opportunity to tell us
what they want in that park early, and we’ll be offering
that often,” Taylor said.

The area, located between Arizona 238 and Interstate 8
in the western portion of the county, consists of land
mostly owned by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management,
according to a Pinal County press release.

While the area has been identified as a spot for a
regional park since 2007, the public is now getting a
chance to weigh in on how the land might be developed
as the recreation master plan creation process begins.

“We’re going to spend the next year developing the
master plan, and then our Board of Supervisors has to
approve that master plan, and once that’s done, then
we can go to BLM and say, ‘Here’s the master plan.
Here’s what we want to do in this area,” ” Taylor said.

Optimism and caution

Nathan Koschmann, an eight-year Maricopa resident,
lives in an area close to the proposed park.

While Koschmann was unable to attend the open house
to give feedback, he said he and his wife are excited to
possibly see hiking trails close to home.

“We would be very excited to have it close by. We love
to get outdoors and walk our dogs — just being able to
access some sort of nature trail quickly would be great,
he said.

However, some residents shared concerns about
having a regional park so close to home at the open
house, county Supervisor Anthony Smith, R-Maricopa,
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-- Provides connectivity to several planned regional
trails.

said.

“I mean, this is the first time it's really, truly been
introduced to them in a public comment area, so | think
there was some caution regarding having a project that
is in their neighborhoods,” he said.
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— Kent Taylor, Pinal

Still, Smith says the park could potentially be a great
County open space asset to the area. Click Classifieds Show And Sell
and trails director

Display Ads

“I think the more that we share about what the potential
for recreation and what it means to the people, and the = =g=
actual asset that it can bring and maybe improve CIICk CIaSSIerdS
property values, then | think people might be more
anxious to see something like that come,” he said. Prime Location
For Professional
A long-term process Office
The project has been in the works for almost 10 years and development of the park will take more time.
“Folks think that we’re doing this master plan, and we’re going to turn a key next week and we’re going to open a A Picture Is
park,” Taylor said. Worth A
Thousand Words
The land has been discussed since 2007 when the area was incorporated into the Pinal County Open Space and g' CI'%I_( d
Trails Master Plan, approved by the supervisors, he said. assifieds
“The Board of Supervisors — both past and present — were visionary enough to set out a long-term vision for
what the park or what Pinal County should provide as far as regional parks, regional trails and regional open
space,” he said.
Now, before the proposed park can enter the BLM process, decisions have to be made on how to develop the More Click Classifieds
land. After the master plan has been created, and after the board approves that master plan, the BLM process

can begin — a process that can take years.

“It's a quick process with BLM if it’s five years,” Taylor said.

Neighboring Pima and Maricopa counties have been involved in similar processes for more than 10 years, “and )
they haven't opened a park yet,” Taylor said. S Tni-Valley

ponsored Content

Gina D’Abella, chair of the Pinal County Open Space and Trails Advisory Commission and executive director of
MORE FEATURED NEWS | POST YOUR NEWS

Environmental Concerns Organization Inc., said it's important to start the process now to plan for the county’s
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future growth. . . . .
g Sun Life unveils self-serve kiosk in Casa

Grande
“A lot of these plans — for example our whole freeway system was planned in the 1960s, and we didn’t even Patients have resources at their fingertips, thanks to
complete it until like five years ago,” she said. SNAP grant

The area has gone from a period of hyper population growth to a more controlled rate of growth, but D’Abella said . . . o
after years of living in the state, she’s expecting the population to increase again. Making the holiday season a little bit brighter

Sun Life adopts local family for Christmas

“We're going to increase in population, and what do we do? Do we wait until we're 300,000 people before we

plan? No. We've got to plan now,” she said. . . .
Sun Life says 'thank you' to its dedicated

employees
Share your thoughts Annual Employee Appreciation Banquet held last week
During the yearlong master plan process, residents will have the ability to share their thoughts on the regional
park. Dreaming of a career in healthcare?

Sun Life looking for a few good locals to nominate for

Multiple open houses and other outreach events have been planned for residents to give feedback, and an online Hometown Scholar program

survey has been created to allow the public to weigh in on the park’s possible recreational activities.

“What we're doing right now is we're following through on that with a survey that's going to ask the same question MORE FEATURED NEWS | POST YOUR NEWS

— what activities would you like to see in a future park in that area?” Taylor said.

D’Abella said feedback from the community is important to balance out different possible recreational uses and
environmental concerns.

“= Calendar

“There’s a lot of parts to this puzzle, and we need everybody’s input — whether they’re for or against. We need
everybody’s input because this is happening.”
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James Clark Joins IMBA as Director of Trail Solutions

IMBA is excited to welcome James Clark as the new leader of the Trail Solutions team. IMBA's
fee-based service has emerged as one of the world's most respected providers of natural-surface
trails. Clark is the current Vice President of the Mountain Bikers of Santa Cruz, an IMBA chapter
in California. Before coming to IMBA, Clark served as a construction and property project

manager in the construction world and operated his own trail building company.

elcome, James! »

On the Move In Utah

IMBA will be at the Hurricane Mountain Bike Festival this weekend riding Gooseberry Mesa,
Guacamole and Little Creek with local chapter the Dixie Mountain Bike Trails Association. Visit
us at the IMBA booth in downtown Hurricane! From there Regional Director Patrick Kell is
heading to Richfield and Salt Lake City before the Outerbike festival in Moab April 2 and 3.

Read more on Utah in the Southwest March Update »|

Trail Care Crew Visiting Nevada

From April 7-9 the Subaru/IMBA Trail Care Crew will be in Elko, NV, with the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM). Meetings with land managers are planned during the training session, which

will see attendees from both BLM and Nevada State Parks.

Registration is Open for the Elko Visit »

Speak Up in Pinal County, AZ

A March 31 open house is being held for the planning of Palo Verde Regional Park, proposed for
western Pinal County. IMBA hopes to see residents there speaking up for new trails as part of

recreation activities planned for the park.

Details on the Meeting and Park Plan »

Volunteer for the Rainbow Rim Trall

Mark your calendar for June 18 and 19! IMBA will be holding a trail building weekend for the
Rainbow Rim Trail on the north rim of the Grand Canyon, including group rides and a Saturday

2



evening cookout hosted by the U.S. Forest Service. Details are still being finalized; keep an eye on

the IMBA Southwest Facebook page for details.

Follow IMBA Southwest on Facebook »|

B

Connect With Us

IMBA

4888 Pearl East Circle, Suite 200E
Boulder, CO 80301
United States

Phone: 888-442-4622

Click here to to a friend.

Click here to from this newsletter.
Click here to from IMBA.
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SUPERSTITION HORSEMEN’S ASSOCIATION
SECOND ANNUAL
OpPeN OBsTACLE CouRrse FuN COMPETITION

SHA is holding our second Open Obstacle
Course Fun Competition on March 19" at the
Apache Junction Rodeo Grounds. We have new
challenges this year to test both horse and rider
which will include mostly simulated trail obstacles
or maneuvers, and riders will be judged on how
calmly and skillfully their horses handle them. Last
year, we had a great turn out of both competitors
and volunteers and a great time was had by all.

Cash awards and ribbons will be awarded
through 6" place - Youth and Novice Contestant
Prizes are $25 for 1%, $20 for 2™, $15 for 3", $10
for 4™ $5 for 5" and one Silver Dollar for g place
and Adult Contestant Prizes are $50 for 1%, $35 for
2" $20 for 3", $10 for 4™, $5 for 5™ and one Silver
Dollar for 6" place.

Registration starts at 8:00 am and Competition
starts at 9:00 am. There will be three classes this
year, Adult, Novice and Youth.

The Youth Class Fee is $5.00 for youth 17 and
under and a helmet is required. A helmet can be
provided for contestants 17 and under if needed.
The Novice Class Fee is $10.00 for novice any age
and the Adult Class Fee is $15.00 for adults 18 and
over. Bring your own lunch! Pop and water will be
sold.

For more information contact Barb Houck
at (480) 474-8976. — ‘
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General Membership Meeting on
March 16™

On March 16", at 7 pm, at the Boys and
Girls Club, on 1755 N. Idaho Rd., Apache Junction,
Arizona, 85119, The Superstition Horsemen’s
Association will feature Jeff Serdy, who will speak
to us on guns, the carrying of guns, guns on
horseback and gun safety. He will also feature a
question and answer session at the end of his
presentation and have some guns on display.

We will also be featuring a 50/50 raffle,
refreshments, a video and collage featuring SHA,
the display of canvas prints from the new SHA
booth, plus a $20 door prize from Paula’s Crazy
Horse. It will be a very informative and fun
evening.

We hope to see you there!!

>
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Public Open House for Palo Verde
Regional Park Master Plan

Palo Verde Regional Park
Public Open House #2

FLORENCE - Staff of the Pinal County Open
Space and Trails Department will hold the
second public open house for the planning of
Palo Verde Regional Park, a proposed regional
park in western Pinal County.

The open house will take place on Thursday
March 31, 2016 from 4:30 PM to 7:00 PM at
the Copper Sky Multi-Generational Center,
Multi-Purpose Room A, 44345 West Martin
Luther King Jr. Boulevard, Maricopa AZ
85138.

This will be an open house format with brief
presentations at 5:00 PM and 6:00 PM.
Residents of Pinal County, especially residents
of the City of Maricopa, are encouraged to
attend, learn more about the project and provide
input regarding:

« Possible recreation activities for this
park;

« Potential park access points, and;

« Preliminary concepts of trailhead and
campground configurations at one or
two of these access points.

Pinal County began the planning process for
this regional park in the fall of 2015 and expects
to complete the planning process in the fall of

The proposed Palo Verde Regional Park
comprises more than 20,000 acres of mostly
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land
approximately 5 miles west of Maricopa, in the
northwest area of Pinal County, stretching from
Interstate 8 to the south and Highway 238 to the
north.

“Pinal County is living up to its motto ‘wide
open opportunity’,” stated District 4 Supervisor
Anthony Smith “We have had great public
participation so far and encourage everyone
interested to come to our open house and offer
their input on this proposed Palo Verde
Regional Park. This would be a great asset for

both residents and visitors alike.”

You can find related planning information for
this project on the County website
at:http://www.pinalcountyaz.gov/OpenSpaceTra
Ils/ParkTrailPlanning/Pages/PaloVerdePark.asp
X

This public open house is one of several public
outreach events the County will use to gather
more information about what services residents
want for this Regional Park. For more
information contact Kent Taylor
atkent.taylor@pinalcountyaz.gov

i State Land Trust Commissioner to Speak in Apache Junction

I Lisa Adkins, the new State Trust Land Commissioner, appointed by Governor Doug Ducey, will
- be speaking in Apache Junction. She will be presenting “A New Approach to management of Arizona

. Trust Lands: The Superstitions and Beyond.”

| She will be at the Multigenerational Center, 1035 N. Idaho Road on Wednesday March 23™ at
- 6:30 p.m.
I This will be a great opportunity to show her how the A.J. horse community actively uses State

- Trust Lands and that we are genuinely concerned as to how it’s managed. Please attend and show your

support.
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An open house on a proposed 23,000-acre park west of Maricopa is planned for March 31 at Copper Sky.

Staff of the Pinal County Open Space and Trails Department will hold the second open house for the planning
of Palo Verde Regional Park, a proposed regional park in western Pinal County.

The open house will take place on March 31 from 4:30 to 7 p.m. at the Copper Sky Multigenerational Center,
multipurpose room A, 44345 W. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard.

This will be an open house format with brief presentations at 5 and 6 p.m. Residents of Pinal County,
especially residents of the City of Maricopa, are encouraged to attend, learn more about the project and
provide input regarding:

http://www.inmaricopa.com/learn-about-palo-verde-park-at-open-house/ 4/4/2016
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* Possible recreation activities for this park;

* Potential park access points, and;

* Preliminary concepts of trailhead and campground configurations at one or two of these access points.

* Pinal County began the planning process for this regional park in the fall of 2015 and expects to complete the
planning process in the fall of 2016.

The proposed Palo Verde Regional Park comprises more than 20,000 acres of mostly Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) land approximately five miles west of Maricopa, in the northwest area of Pinal County,
stretching from Interstate 8 to the south and Highway 238 to the north.

“We have had great public participation so far and encourage everyone interested to come to our open house
and offer their input on this proposed Palo Verde Regional Park,” District 4 Supervisor Anthony Smith said.
“This would be a great asset for both residents and visitors alike.”

The Open Space and Trails Department conducted a survey of residents to find out what elements they would
like to see in the park’s master plan. According to the draft version, the top priority is 2-foot-wide trails. Primary
trails with 4-foot-wide treads were No. 2. Ranking third were competitive tracks for biking, running or
equestrian.

Rounding out the top five were a tent site and a family picnic area.

http://www.inmaricopa.com/learn-about-palo-verde-park-at-open-house/ 4/4/2016
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Though most of the Top 10 involved trails or camping, a shooting range was ranked at No. 9. The open house
is one of several public outreach events the county will use to gather more information about what services
residents want for this Regional Park. For more information contact Kent Taylor at
kent.taylor@pinalcountyaz.gov.

For more information about the proposed Palo Verde Park, visit
http://www.pinalcountyaz.gov/OpenSpaceTrails/ParkTrailPlanning/Pages/PaloVerdePark.aspx

© Copyright 2016 - InMaricopa

http://www.inmaricopa.com/learn-about-palo-verde-park-at-open-house/ 4/4/2016
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The open house will take place on Thursday March
31, 2016 from 4:30 PM to 7:00 PM at the Copper Sky
Multi-Generational Center, Multi-Purpose Room A,
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44345 West Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard,
Maricopa AZ 85138.

This will be an open house format with brief
presentations at 5:00 PM and 6:00 PM. Residents of
Pinal County, especially residents of the City of
Maricopa, are encouraged to attend, learn more
about the project and provide input regarding:

*Possible recreation activities for this park;
ePotential park access points, and;
sPreliminary concepts of trailhead and
campground configurations at one or two of
these access points.

Pinal County began the planning process for this
regional park in the fall of 2015 and expects to
complete the planning process in the fall of 2016.

The proposed Palo Verde Regional Park comprises
more than 20,000 acres of mostly Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) land approximately 5 miles west
of Maricopa, in the northwest area of Pinal County,
stretching from Interstate 8 to the south and
Highway 238 to the north.

“Pinal County is living up to its motto ‘wide open
opportunity’,” stated District 4 Supervisor Anthony
Smith “We have had great public participation so far
and encourage everyone interested to come to our
open house and offer their input on this proposed
Palo Verde Regional Park. This would be a great

asset for both residents and visitors alike.”
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ARLINGTON, Virginia -
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Virginia. Even longer
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Plan for regional park near Maricopa gets pushback

Community ~ Community News  Government by Raquel Hendrickson - Apr 2,2016

A second open house on the possible Palo Verde Regional Park drew an unfriendly crowd along with those wanting to learn more at Copper Sky Thursday. Photo by Raquel
Hendrickson

Facing a vocal and hostile group of residents, proponents of a regional park west of Maricopa tried to spell out the purpose of the plan Thursday night.

Though there have been meetings and discussions about a possible park since 2007, when the Open Space & Trails Master Plan was approved, and the meeting at
Copper Sky Multigenerational Center was the second open house in four months, many in the room said they knew nothing about a Palo Verde Regional Park.

They were angry about what they felt was lack of meeting notification in the rural area and they were angry about the park concept itself.

“This is BS,” said Mike Johnson, who said his property is near the 23,000 acres of Bureau of Land Management territory being considered for the park. “We don’t
want to pay for something we already get for free.”

Johnson also said bringing more people into the area would increase the danger from drug-smuggling spotters in the mountains.

Kent Taylor, director of the Pinal County Open Space & Trail Department, and Michael Park, landscape architect with Environmental Planning Group (EPG), bore the
brunt of the push-back from about 15 residents. An equal number stayed silent or spoke up for the park concept.

Planning for the park began last fall.

Taylor said the open house was a continuation of the information-gathering stage. As residents continued to complain about lack of notification and question the
impact on taxes, lifestyle and law enforcement, Taylor repeatedly encouraged them to write their concerns on the comment forms provided at the meeting.

A handful of those attending saw the park plan as an improvement in public safety.

The most popular items on the list of possibilities for a Palo Verde Park were non-motorized trails, according to an online poll conducted by the 0S&T Department.
“Trails are fairly easy to build and will probably be in Phase 1,” Park said.

The county could also regulate the shooting area that already exists and develop campsites.

“The county gets a lot of its funds from camp fees,” he said.

Most other activities proposed for the parkland have been spoken of as fee-free. The Open Space & Trails Advisory Commission has hosted field trips into the BLM
land to create more discussion on the recreational possibilities of a park.

County Supervisor Anthony Smith said creating the park would be funded by development impact fees. Smith spoke to the crowd off the cuff. Though Maricopa city
staff was present, they did not wander into the fray.

Johnson said it was all just another government money-grab.

Taylor said the park proposal would not come to a public vote but would go through intermediate county staff before ultimately coming to a vote of the Board of
Supervisors.

The next public meeting on the park plans is scheduled for June 9. There will be a preliminary meeting for stakeholders June 2.

Palo Verde Regional Park Open House 7067 £ )

http://www.inmaricopa.com/plan-for-regional-park-near-maricopa-gets-pushback/
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Palo Verde Regional Park Public Open House #3

Published on 16 May 2016

P

FLORENCE - Staff of the Pinal County Open Space and Trails Department will hold the third public open house for the planning of Palo Verde
Regional Park, a proposed regional park in western Pinal County.

The open house will take place on Tuesday June 7, 2016 from 4:30 PM to 7:00 PM at the Central Arizona College Maricopa Campus 17945 N.
Regent Dr. Building A-Room A-101, Maricopa, Arizona 85138.

Residents of Pinal County, especially residents of the City of Maricopa, are encouraged to attend, learn more about the project and provide input.
The meeting will be an open house format with opportunity for residents to review and offer comments on four (4) alternative master plan
concepts, including a no-build option.

The proposed Palo Verde Regional Park comprises more than 20,000 acres of mostly Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land approximately 5 miles west of Maricopa, in
the northwest area of Pinal County, stretching from Interstate 8 to the south and Highway 238 to the north.

“Our basic objective is to create a Master Plan for this future regional park,” stated District 4 Supervisor Anthony Smith “The feedback I’ve received to date convinces me
that security, low cost access and a slow thoughtful approach must be a constant theme and given priority within the plan. All opinions are welcomed and appreciated.”

You can find related planning information for this project including a list of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) on the County website at:
http://www.pinalcountyaz.gov/OpenSpaceTrails/Park TrailPlanning/Pages/PaloVerdePark.aspx

This public open house is one of several public outreach events the County has had and will use to gather information about what services residents want for this Regional
Park. For more information contact Kent Taylor at kent.taylor@pinalcountyaz.gov .

Search the City Website

]

Organization Links

Home
City Clerk

http://www.maricopa-az.gov/web/city-news-feed/60-news-releases/2154-palo-verde-regio... 10/7/2016
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Pinal County Open Space and Trails Department officials
are putting on a third public open house for the planning
of Palo Verde Regional Park, a proposed regional park
on 23,000 acres of land in western Pinal County.

The open house will take place June 7 from 4:30-7 p.m.
at the Central Arizona College (CAC) Maricopa campus,
17945 N. Regent Dr. Building A, Room A-101.

Residents of Pinal County, especially those living in
Maricopa, are encouraged to attend, learn more about
the project and provide input. The meeting will be an
open house format with opportunity for residents to
review and offer comments on four alternative master
plan concepts, including a no-build option.

Submitted photo

Palo Verde trail

The Palo Verde trail runs through the proposed location of a
regional park on 23,000 acres of land in western Pinal County. The second Palo Verde Regional Park open house
March 31 at Copper Sky drew somewhat of an
unfriendly crowd, with many attendees voicing their
displeasure with the lack of meeting notification in the
rural area and they were angry about the park concept
itself.

Planning for the park began last fall, despite initial meetings and talks for a regional park starting back in 2007.

The proposed Palo Verde Regional Park comprises mostly of Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land
approximately five miles west of Maricopa, in the northwest area of Pinal County, stretching from Interstate 8 to the
south and Arizona 238 to the north.

As Pinal County continues laying the groundwork for the park, residents are shaping the area by giving feedback
as the long-term project moves forward with its public process.

“Our basic objective is to create a master plan for this future regional park,” District 4 Supervisor Anthony Smith
said. “The feedback I've received to date convinces me that security, low cost access and a slow thoughtful
approach must be a constant theme and given priority within the plan. All opinions are welcomed and appreciated.”

A handful of citizens commenting from the first two open houses said they saw the park plan as an improvement in
public safety. Others worried about possible drug and cartel activity in the area. Some did not want a regional park
so close to home.

According to an online poll the Open Space and Trails Department conducted, the most popular items on the list of
possibilities for a Palo Verde Park were non-motorized trails. Residents stated on the poll that a variety of hiking
trails close to home would be a positive.

The Open Space and Trails Advisory Commission has led field trips into the BLM land to create more discussion
on the recreational possibilities of a park. Most other activities proposed for the regional park appear as though
they would be free of charge and would not include any additional fees.

Smith said development impact fees would pay for the creation of the park.
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Now, before the proposed park can enter the BLM process, decisions have to be made on how to develop the
land. After the master plan has been created, and after the board of supervisors approves that master plan, the
BLM process can begin — a process that can take years.

Neighboring Pima and Maricopa counties have been involved in similar processes for more than 10 years, and
they still haven’t opened their parks yet.

Pinal County Open Space and Trails Advisory Commission officials said it's important to start the process now to
plan for the county’s future growth. Feedback from the community is important to balance out different possible
recreational uses and environmental concerns, county officials added.

More information for the park project, including a list of frequently asked questions, is available on the County
website at pinalcountyaz.gov/OpenSpaceTrails/ParkTrailPlanning/Pages/PaloVerdePark.aspx.

This public open house is one of several public outreach events the county has had and will use to gather
information about what services residents want for this regional park. For more information contact Kent Taylor at

kent.taylor@pinalcountyaz.gov.
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Information Description

Public
meeting
Plan YOUR Future Paradise
Title Elaalgr:i/re];de Regional Park Master What Outﬂaor RecreationalAdiVitiﬁ da YOU Eﬂjoy ?

Central Arizona College
Date start  Jun 07 2016 04:30pm (122 Days Ago)

Date end  Jun 07 2016 07:00pm (122 Days Ago)

Participate in the
Palo Verde Regional Park
Master Planning

Open House

When: Tuesday, June 7th 4:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Where: Maricopa Central Arizona College Campus Rm. A101
17945 Regent Dr, Maricopa, AZ 85138

Everyone Welcome !

Need more info?
Visit the Pinal County Open Space & Trails Department’s Web Page:
www. pinalcountyaz.gov/OpensSpaceTrails/Park TrallPlanning/Pages/PaloVerdeFark.aspx
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PUBLIC MEETING ON PALO VERDE REGIONAL PARK

Pinal county open spaces and trails open house:

The open house is 4:30-7 p.m. Tuesday, June 7, at the Central Arizona College Maricopa Campus, 17945 N.
Regent Drive Building A-Room A-101 in Maricopa.
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By KATIE CAMPBELL Staff Writer

MARICOPA, Joe Witinski was determined to get the
word out about Tuesday's open house for the proposed
Palo Verde Regional Park, which is to encompass about

23,000 acres just west of Maricopa. THESE &KE MV

CHURCH CLOTHES |

The Maricopa resident fashioned a bright orange, 4-by-8-
foot sign encouraging passersby to attend and rigged it
upright in the bed of his truck. “WE NEED YOUR HELP”
it says in part — help not to urge the project forward but
rather to put an end to it.

a%,- CrossRoads Church Casa Grande

“Why are you going to take what we have for free and

charge us to use it?” Witinski said. “It just makes no
sense at all.” RIDE YOUR BIKE TO CHURCH WEEK!!! We have

Katie Campbell/Casa Grande Dispatch photo 4 special services this week; Saturday Worship @
6pm & Sunday Worship @ 9am, 10:30am, &

He came to the open house armed with signs more

Orange Sign suited to making his point known in the crowded room at 12noon. Join us in... (Timeline Photos)
Central Arizona College Maricopa Campus — simple v
Joe Witinski, a Maricopa resident who opposes the proposed white posters sporting “WE DON'T WANT ANY PARK!! AN HOIIR AGO
Pale Verde Regional Park, made several 4-by- 8 orange signs NONE” and “632,060 ACRE LAND GRAB IN
advertising the project as a “county land grab.” He posted the PROGRESS.” And Witinski certainly wasn't alone in .
signs throughout the county and even added one to the bed of his carrying the messages throughout the meeting. ConnECt Wlth US
truck for mobile messaging.
Michael Johnson, another Maricopa resident who Facebook
sported a “"HEY SMITH THIS IS NOT SOUND FISCAL
POLICY!!" sign, said the park plan is a land grab, and Twitter

he doesn’t want any part of it.

RSS
“l don’t want the park in my backyard,” he said. “I don’t
want a bunch of idiots running around and tearing up Mobile
the desert because we have endangered species out

there.”

Newsletter

He said “idiots” refers to “methheads, druggies and thieves” who Johnson fears would move into the park land. He
said it's the biggest drug trafficking area in the county — just ask Sheriff Paul Babeu.

Today's E-Edition
“I literally have drug runners jump my fence with drug packs on,” Witinski said. “How are they going to patrol it? All Yy
this is going to do is, after 10 o’clock when the park closes, it's going to give amenities to illegal immigrants and

drug smugglers. They can wash up, use the restrooms and have safe passage through our parks. It's ridiculous.”

Gina D’'Abella, chair of the Pinal County Open Space and Trails Advisory Commission and executive director of
Environmental Concerns Organization Inc., conceded the question of maintaining safety on the park land is a valid
concern.

“(llegal activity) happens a lot out there. It probably happens on a daily basis,” D’Abella said, calling the area
where the park would be established a drug and illegal immigration corridor. “What we've learned is when you
have a managed area and you have more recreation in an area that's managed, they will find another route to go
through... | see this as an opportunity to help detour that traffic outside of the park.”

The area in question has been identified as a spot for a regional park since 2007, and D'Abella, who has been
involved in the Pinal County Open Space and Trails Master Plan since 2006, said she only heard from one
opponent until the recent wash of dissent. Thousands of other people, she said, attended earlier meetings to
express their desire to preserve open space in what was then a fast-growing area.

http://www.trivalleycentral.com/casa_grande_dispatch/area_news/opposition-growing/arti... 10/7/2016
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Located between State Route 238 and Interstate 8 in the western portion of the county, the land is largely owned
by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management. According to D’Abella, BLM has been known to close off areas to
activities such as recreational shooting and off-roading, and the bureau could do so on the proposed area at any
time. Establishing the park and removing the land from BLM's ownership, she argued, would ensure visitors can
continue to enjoy their favorite outdoor activities while maintaining “recreational ethics.”

“This is the only way to protect it from being shut down or sold to developers,” D'Abella said. To her dismay,
though, she said that message just isn’t getting out there.

“If you love the Palo Verde Mountains, you love Haley Hills, then you need to protect it,” she said. “This is a master
planning process to help accomplish that objective.”

Because the county is still seeking input from the community, the plan includes four alternative concepts, one that
involves no action if the park is not adopted; one that includes minimal change, such as additional equestrian trails,
camping sites and a rifle range; one alternative with moderate change, which would include facilities relating to
available recreation, such as a stable, playground and developed campsites with access to water and electricity;
and a final alternative that would incorporate all above additions plus additional opportunities, such as barrier-free
trails, a paintball field and off-leash dog area.

Residents are invited to continue to comment and offer feedback on the project online:
http://pinalcountyaz.gov/OpenSpaceTrails/ParkTrailPlanning/Pages/PaloVerdeForm.aspx.

Tweet

Share Print

Posted in Area News on Thursday, June 9, 2016 8:26 am.

Sponsored Content

Recommended by

Promoted Stories Trending Now

: . Casa Grande Police Log, 10/7/16

: - Spartans fall to Queen Creek

. - 'Maricopa Clowns' come forward; no charges
. planned

: - Letter to the Editor, Engelbrite; Get control of

health care costs

- Armed man subdued by Pinal deputies wanted
to be shot

.- Casa Grande program steps in: Dilapidated
house replaced

Recommended by

http://www.trivalleycentral.com/casa_grande_dispatch/area_news/opposition-growing/arti...

Page 2 of 5

High-flying Dust Devils Vigil today in Eloy 1o honor losl
host Bishee tonight | 18 lives inside prison | 2A

Di§ﬁﬁtch

)

SIVRAG oL COMTY 100 MO Al A XL

Maricopa
parents not
laughing,
plam action

Dllapldated house replaced

CXTRRERFEST

Polka music,
Grerman food,
drink spark
festi

s o

Casa Grande Dispatch
October 07, 2016 | See more
Show And Sell

Click Classifieds Display Ads

Click Classifieds

Promote your
Home/Business

9 vom
b O % #| Services Offered

= in Click
F r Classifieds
Fi
—

A Picture Is
Worth A
Thousand Words
In Click
Classifieds

More Click Classifieds

10/7/2016



Palo Verde Regional Park | InMaricopa

TMaricopa...

(http://www.inmaricopa.com)

(http://www.inmaricopa.com)
(http://www.inmaricopa.com/)
Community (http://www.inmaricopa.com/community/community-news/)
Public Safety (http://www.inmaricopa.com/public-safety/)
Things to Do (http://www.inmaricopa.com/things-to-do/)
Galleries

Coupons (http://www.inmaricopa.com/coupons/)

Home (http://www.inmaricopa.com)  Tags

Palo Verde Regional Park

Articles tagged with "Palo Verde Regional Park"

Debate heats up as comment deadline nears
for Palo Verde Regional Park (video)
(http://www.inmaricopa.com/debate-heats-up-
as-comment-deadline-nears-for-palo-verde-
regional-park-video/)

Community (http://www.inmaricopa.com/category/community/)

Community News (http://www.inmaricopa.com/category/community/community-news/)

Government (httpy//www.inmaricopa.com/category/government/)

by InMaricopa (http://www.inmaricopa.com/author/ventwpclass/) - Jul 7, 2016 3

(http://www.inmaricopa.com/debate-heats-up-as-comment-deadline-nears-for-palo-verde-regional-park-
video/)

Neighbors disagree over the future of BLM land west of Maricopa, land that has been marked for Palo Verde Regional
Park. Photo by Ethan McSweeney

By Ethan McSweeney

Shirley Ann Hartman has lived in western Pinal County for 56 years, calling the rolling hills and desert
washes in the area home.

http://www.inmaricopa.com/tag/palo-verde-regional-park/

(https://instagram.com/inmaricopa/)

(https://www.facebook.com/inmaricopa) (https://plus.google.com/105095109847129338615/)

(https://www.twitter.com/inmaricopa)

(https://www.youtube.com/user/85239video)

Log In / Register

Business (http://www.inmaricopa.com/community/business-news/)

Government (http://www.inmaricopa.com/government/)

Real Estate (http://www.inmaricopa.com/real-estate/)

Youth (http://www.inmaricopa.com/youth/)

Popular

(http://www.inmaricopa.com/maricopa-latest-
target-of-scary-clown-threats/)

Maricopa latest target of ‘scary
clown’ threats

(http://www.inmaricopa.com/maricopa-latest-
target-of-scary-clown-threats/) Oct 5, 2016

(http://www.inmaricopa.com/abused-dog-
found-near-maricopa-animal-
control-seeks-info/)

Abused dog found near Maricopa;
Animal Control seeks info

(http://www.inmaricopa.com/abused-dog-found-

near-maricopa-animal-control-seeks-info/) Sep
30,2016

(http://www.inmaricopa.com/health-
inspections-nip-new-restaurant/)
Health inspections nip new
restaurant

(http://www.inmaricopa.com/health-inspections-

nip-new-restaurant/) Oct 6, 2016

(http://www.inmaricopa.com/homesteads-
move-to-affordable-homes-
counters-difficult-large-lot-
market/)

Homestead's move to ‘affordable’
homes counters...

(http://www.inmaricopa.com/homesteads-move-

to-affordable-homes-counters-difficult-large-lot-
market/) Oct 4, 2016

(http://www.inmaricopa.com/gusse-i-spoke-
the-truth-about-diedrich/)
Gusse: | spoke the truth about
Diedrich

(http://www.inmaricopa.com/gusse-i-spoke-the-
truth-about-diedrich/) Oct 1, 2016

Weather Forecast

Page 1 of 10

10/7/2016



Palo Verde Regional Park | InMaricopa

So, when Pinal County approved its open space plan that
would include some of the land along the western edges of
the county as a protected Palo Verde Regional Park, she
joined in to do her part. She saw it as a way to preserve the
land for future generations. As part of the Pinal
Partnership Open Space and Trails Advisory Committee,
Hartman worked with other citizens to help design the
park.

To leave a comment on the four
alternatives for the Palo Verde
Regional Park, go to this link
(http//www.pinalcountyaz.gov/
Pages/PublicNotices.aspx?
ID=64). The deadline for
comments is July 15.

Hartman and other supporters of the park didn't expect
that a vocal opposition would form among some residents in the area.

“I'll be honest: I'm shocked,” Hartman said of the opposition. “I would think it would be, ‘Yes, let's do this.”

Led by Joe Witinski, a resident of Hidden Valley near where the Palo Verde Regional Park would be,
residents have started petitions, packed public meetings and erected signs around the area in opposition
to the county’s plan.

Palo Verde Regional Park

Currently
Clear

Today is forecast to be Much
Warmer than yesterday.

Friday
Clear

Sunny. High around 95F.
Winds NE at 5 to 10 mph.

Saturday
Partly Cloudy

Partly cloudy skies. High 94F.
Winds E at 10 to 20 mph.

Sunday
Clear

Mainly sunny. High near 95F.
Winds E at 10 to 15 mph.

7 ') weanan
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The residents opposing the park see the move as a “land grab” by the county that would burden taxpayers
and charge people to go on land they already can use for free.

“All they would do is deny ... regular users access to land they use all the time,” Witinski said.

In 2007, the Pinal County Board of Supervisors approved the Open Space and Trails Master Plan, which
would designate areas around the county to be regional parks to be managed by Pinal County. Among
those parks is the Palo Verde Regional Park.

More than 23,000 acres of land running along the western boundary of Pinal County from Interstate 8 to
the south to State Route 238 to the north is designated for the park. That would include the Palo Verde

Mountains, the Haley Hills and the Vekol Wash — land that's currently owned by the federal Bureau of Land

Management (BLM).

As part of the process for creating the park, public input is being sought on four proposed plans, called
alternatives, for how the park could look when it opens. Each alternative has different degrees of
infrastructure that could be developed in the park. The deadline for residents to submit comments on the
county's website is July 15.

The alternative that’s selected would then need to be approved by the Board of Supervisors. The approved

proposal would be included in an application for management of the land to BLM, said Kent Taylor,
director of Pinal County Open Space and Trails.

Taylor said he expects the plan could go before the Board in the fall.

Opposition among some residents

Witinski, who has lived in Hidden Valley
since 2001, said when he heard about the
plan to turn the land into a county park, he
was confused. The land, as it's managed
now, is available for the public to use for
free, and turning it into a regional park would

http://www.inmaricopa.com/tag/palo-verde-regional-park/
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only add costs to residents who want to use
it and the county that wants to manage it, he
said.

“I'm going to have to pay to use my
backyard,” Witinski said. “There doesn’t
seem to be an advantage to it. The excuse
[supporters] give is that they're trying to
protect it from being leased out to a
developer, or mining, or for solar and that's
clearly not what's going out here.”

i

Photo by Ethan McSweeney

Witinski launched a Facebook page called Citizens Against Palo Verde Regional Park, which has garnered
about 120 likes and posts updates about the progress of the park and perceived deceptions by county
officials. He also circulated a petition against the park that he said has accumulated more than 560
signatures.

He and other opponents to the park have also attended public events and meetings to make their
opposition known to county officials, including at the Palo Verde Regional Park Open House last month
(https://www.inmaricopa.com/public-shares-opinion-on-palo-verde-park-plans-video/), where they held
signs with phrases such as “We Don’t Want Any Park!”

Witinksi said he believes the county’s planning process for the park has also been carried out poorly.

“It's been ill-conceived from the start and ill-executed,” he said. “I want to hold people accountable for
this.”

Angela Villa, another Hidden Valley resident who opposes the park, said she believed the Palo Verde park
would only lead to more costs for the county. “It's not going to be a money-maker,” she said.

Villa suggested Pinal County could take over San Tan Mountain Regional Park, which lies within Pinal
County but is managed by Maricopa County, to test out how well they can manage a large regional park.

Gina D'Abella, the chair of the Pinal County Open Space and Trails Advisory Commission, said the open
space preservation efforts across the county are important to protecting natural resources because there
is the possibility the land could be sold to developers as Pinal County’s population continues to grow.

“I'm a native Arizonan,” said D'Abella, who moved to the Maricopa area in 1989. “Urban encroachment
happens on open spaces.”

“So, instead of people saying, ‘l want no park. | want nothing to happen here,’ it basically equates to ‘we
don’t want to protect this for future generations. We don't want to protect the passive and active

m

recreation opportunities that we've been enjoying here for decades,” she said.

D’'Abella said the process for planning the park has been ongoing for years and has been open to the
public for discussion.

She also pointed out one of the four options for designing the park, called Alternative A, would leave the
land as it is now.

Hartman said residents who gave feedback years ago during the planning for the Open Space and Trails

Master Plan for Pinal County all placed open space as a high priority for them.

m

“All the responses were ‘open space, open space, open space, please preserve our open space,” she said.
“Don't let happen to us what happened to Maricopa County.”

Barbara Brady, another resident in the area and a supporter of the planned park, said, “We just want to
save this for the future. We don’t want the area destroyed.”

For all the debate swirling around the park recently, it will take another decade or more before the land

could actually become the Palo Verde Regional Park, Taylor said. That's because, it could take another five

to 10 years for the proposal submitted to BLM to be approved.

If BLM approves the proposal, then Pinal County would look to secure funding for the park. The amount of
funding needed depends on which plan is ultimately approved by the county Board of Supervisors.

“It's taken us 10 years to get to this point,” Taylor said. “So, it will probably take us another 10 years to get

to the next point.”

D’'Abella said because of this, much of the talk surrounding the park is in the context of current conditions
in the county rather than how it will be in the future.

“It's premature to talk about costs at this point,” D'Abella said. “We don't know what it's going to cost. We
will have a better idea after the planning process is complete.”

The same thing goes for security at the park. “We have to look at what type of illegal activity may be
occurring 10 to 20 years from now,” she said.

http://www.inmaricopa.com/tag/palo-verde-regional-park/
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Supervisor race

Pinal County Supervisor Anthony Smith, whose district would encompass the planned Palo Verde Regional
Park, said he could be open to halting the park process. At a debate in mid-June, the Maricopa Republican
said he would support not moving forward with the planning for the park if it became clear that the
residents in the area are opposed to it. Smith is up for re-election in the fall.

Smith said that based on his experience with annexation as the mayor of Maricopa, he knows that there
needs to be a good majority of support in order for a plan like this to work. Even just a slight majority
wouldn't work well for the county. “That never makes for a good relationship,” he said.

Smith said he would gauge support for the park from the responses given on the comments for the park.
He said he would want at least 60 percent support on the responses in order to continuing supporting the
park.

His opponent in the Republican primary, Rich Vitiello, said his concerns for the park lie with the costs that
the county could bear to manage it and the safety of potential visitors to the park. He said the county can't
afford the number of sheriff's deputies needed to patrol its jurisdiction now, without the extra burden of
patrolling a regional park in the future.

“Until | can get all those answers, | think we should slow this thing down,” Vitiello said. “We just need to
figure out something that works for everybody without financially burdening the county.”

Despite the opposition, Hart and fellow supporters are still confident the rural desert west of Maricopa will
become the Palo Verde Regional Park, even though that may be decades down the line.

“It's a good thing, it's a positive thing,” Hartman said about the park. “It's for everyone.”

“It's always the loudest people that you hear from when there are a bunch of people out there who don't
realize what's going on,” she said.

Also see other previous stories:

Plan for regional park near Maricopa gets
pushback
(http://www.inmaricopa.com/plan-for-
regional-park-near-maricopa-gets-
pushback/)

Palo Verde Park a ‘huge, ambitious
project’ (http://www.inmaricopa.com/palo-
verde-park-a-huge-ambitious-project/)

Plan for regional park near Maricopa gets
pushback (http://www.inmaricopa.com/plan-
for-regional-park-near-maricopa-gets-
pushback/)

Community (http://www.inmaricopa.com/category/community/)
Community News (http;//www.inmaricopa.com/category/community/community-news/)
Government (http;//www.inmaricopa.com/category/government/)

by Raquel Hendrickson (http://www.inmaricopa.com/author/imeditor/) - Apr 2, 2016 0
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Feedback needed for proposed Palo Verde Regional Park

Feedback needed for proposed Palo Verde Regional Park

Dear Partners in Progress,

The Pinal County Board of Supervisors is soliciting feedback on the proposed Palo VVerde Regional Park at the western edge of the county
south of the City of Maricopa.

Four scenarios are proposed: Alternative A is to do nothing “No Action”. Alternatives B, C, & D each involve incorporating the BLM land
into the county park system with varying levels of infrastructure and intensity. The Pinal Partnership Board has submitted a letter encouraging
any one of B through D deferring local community feedback as to the specific alternative.

Based on Pinal Partnership’s Board support for implementing the county Open Space and Trails Master Plan, we have discouraged Alternative
A (doing nothing). Choosing and commenting on Alternatives B, C, or D would be consistent with our position.

Please feel free to take a minute of your time today, to provide your input by clicking on the link below. The deadline is July 15.

http://www.pinalcountyaz.gov/OpenSpaceTrails/ParkTrailPlanning/Pages/PaloVerdeCommentForm.aspx

Thank You,

Pinal Partnership Board

OnJuly 8,2016 / Government / Leave a comment
Leave a Reply

You must be logged in to post a comment.
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Palo Verde Park input due by July 15 to Pinal County

Jul 11th, 2016 - by Queen Creek Independent staff report - Comments:

The Pinal County Open Space and Trails Department is asking the public to review four alternatives for the
proposed Palo Verde Regional Park.

The proposed Palo Verde Regional Park is more than 20,000 acres of mostly Bureau of Land Management land on
the west side of Pinal County, stretching from Interstate 8 to the south and Highway 238 to the north.

“We've had three public meetings with various ideas for the park,” Kent Taylor, Pinal County Open Space and Trails
director said in a press release. “Thanks to the public input, data analysis, inventory of the assets of the park and
recreational needs, we have come up with four alternatives that we want the public to comment on regarding the
future of the proposed park.”

“Alternative A is a no-action alternative,” Board of Supervisors Vice-Chairman Anthony Smith said in the release.
“This is considered our baseline for comparison to the other alternatives. Under the no-action alternative, the
Bureau of Land Management would continue land management of the property as it does today.”

To review the alternatives and leave comments for the proposed Palo Verde Regional Park go to:
http://pinalcountyaz.gov/Pages/PublicNotices.aspx?ID=64

and complete the questionnaire. All replies must be received by Friday, July 15.

Tags: BLM - Featured - Palo Verde Park - Pinal County

Related Posts

ADOT weekend freeway
travel advisory for Oct.
7-10

10/7/2016 - 0 Comment

OPINION: Vote no on QCUSD bond election

10/6/2016 - 0 Comment
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Queen Creek

10/6/2016 - 0 Comment

You are encouraged to leave relevant comments but engaging in personal attacks, threats, online bullying or
commercial spam will not be allowed. All comments should remain within the bounds of fair play and civility. (You
can disagree with others courteously, without being disagreeable.) Feel free to express yourself but keep an open
mind toward finding value in what others say. To report abuse or spam, click the X in the upper right corner of the
comment box.
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IMBA's chapters and members worked hard to ensure that the Land and Water Conservation Fund,

which benefits trails in all 50 states, gained reauthorization in the recent congressional omnibus

bill. Our letters and phone calls worked!

Thanks for Rallying on the LWCF! »

Have you been following the progress at the Fort Tuthill Bike Park in Flagstaff, AZ? The folks at
Flagstaff Biking Organization won a Bell Helmets grant in 2014 and built the first phase with
assistance from IMBA Trail Solutions and American Conservation Experience (ACE) crews. They
are now embarking on the next phase of the project and would appreciate any donations that you
can spare. Please consider donating and checkout the park next time you are in Flagstaff, it's right

of Interstate 17 on the south side of town. Thanks!

Support Fort Tuthill Bike Park »

Don Baumgardt from EI Paso, TX, was a founder of our chapter there, Borderland Mountain Bike
Association. He also completed the IMBA Instructor Certification Program, and has now started a
tour guiding business in the area, Geobetty Tours. Check them out for guided rides in southwestern

Texas on the trails in the Franklin Mountains with awesome year-round weather.

Check Out Geobetty Tours »

IMBA Trail Specialist, Joey Klein recently wrapped up his season in Kanab, UT, and presented
plans to the land managers and county officials there. He recently had this to say: "It may be
difficult terrain but the rewards will be immense, it is truly an amazing playground." His plans
include 17-miles of flagged trail corridor, including trails from Jacob Hamblin Park, very close to
downtown Kanab leading into amazing red rock terrain. We'll pick up our work here again as early
as possible in 2016.

More on the Plans in Kanab »




In January 2016, IMBA will be in Mesquite, NV, at the invite of the Nevada State Parks
Department, attending a training session for their park rangers, where we will discuss trail planning
and layout, trends in the industry and sustainable construction practices. We also hope to have an

IMBA Trail Care Crew visit in Nevada in spring 2016.

We were recently contacted by Gregory Naimoli, Park Ranger at Lost Dutchman State Park in
Apache Junction, AZ, on the east side of Phoenix. The parks department will offer free passes in
exchange for volunteer trail work. If you're interested, feel free to contact Gregory directly at the

park on

We have also been working with Pinal County Open Space and Trails Department for around 18
months on trail planning efforts to the east of Phoenix, AZ. The next parcel to be reviewed is the
21,000-acre Palo Verde Regional Park just south of Phoenix. There is a very brief survey available
to state what you'd like to see on this parcel—please take the survey and speak up for more

mountain bike access.

Take the Survey »

Americans are always incredibly generous in supporting nonprofits, particularly in the final weeks
of each calendar year. In order to secure a tax deduction on your 2015 return please consider giving

to the Annual Fund in upcoming days. Now is the time to make mountain biking better!

Support the Annual Fund »

You can support mountain bike trails and look good doing it. The IMBA Store has a ton of new

items in-stock including hoodies and pullover sweatshirts. Use the code MTBGIFTS and you'll




Make A MTB Difference »

save 20 percent. (Excluding ICP and NMBP gear.) Members save an additional 10 percent when

logged into their IMBA.com account. Get this great, limited-edition gear and know that 100

percent of store revenues are used to support vital IMBA programs.

IMBA thanks its Elite-Level Corporate Members for their ongoing support: Bell, Shimano, SRAM, Specialized, Subaru &

Connect With Us

IMBA

4888 Pearl East Circle, Suite 200E
Boulder, CO 80301
United States

Phone: 888-442-4622

Click here to

Click here to
Click here to

Trek

]

to a friend.

from this newsletter.
from IMBA.
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| No. |Last Name
1 (Not Provided)
2 (Not Provided)
3 (Not Provided)
4 (Not Provided)
5 (Not Provided)
6 (Not Provided)
7 (Not Provided)
8 (Not Provided)
9 (Not Provided)
10 (Not Provided)
11 (Not Provided)
12 (Not Provided)
13 (Not Provided)
14 (Not Provided)
15 (Not Provided)
16 (Not Provided)
17 (Not Provided)
18 (Not Provided)
19 (Not Provided)
20 (Not Provided)
21 (Not Provided)
22 (Not Provided)
23 (Not Provided)
24 (Not Provided)
25 (Not Provided)
26 (Not Provided)
27 (Not Provided)
28 (Not Provided)
29 (Not Provided)
30 (Not Provided)
31 (Not Provided)
32 (Not Provided)
33 (Not Provided)
34 (Not Provided)
35 (Not Provided)
36 (Not Provided)
37 (Not Provided)
38 (Not Provided)
39 (Not Provided)
40 (Not Provided)
41 (Not Provided)
42 (Not Provided)
43 (Not Provided)
44 (Not Provided)
45 (Not Provided)
46 (Not Provided)
47 (Not Provided)
48 (Not Provided)
49 (Not Provided)
50 (Not Provided)
51 (Not Provided)
52 (Not Provided)
53 (Not Provided)
54 (Not Provided)
55 (Not Provided)
56 (Not Provided)
57 (Not Provided)

Palo Verde Regional Park Contact List (Addresses and Emails Redacted)

First Name

Mailing Address 2

Working Group Member
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58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
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(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
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(Not Provided)
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(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided
(Not Provided
(Not Provided
(Not Provided
(Not Provided
(Not Provided
(Not Provided
(Not Provided
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)

== === ==
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Lisa

Shawn

Maricopa, AZ 85139
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142
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(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
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178
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181
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187
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200
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202
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210
211
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213
214
215
216
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219
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226
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228
229
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(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
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(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
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(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
(Not Provided)
Abed
Abodeely
Adams

Adkins
Akridge
Atwood
Augustadt
Avent

Palo Verde Regional Park Contact List (Addresses and Emails Redacted)

Ammar

Joe

Richard

Ann

John and Marilyn
Allison

Sandra

Tim

Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Apache Junction, AZ 85119
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85139
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232
233
234
235
236
237
238
239
240
241
242
243
244
245
246
247
248
249
250
251
252
253
254
255
256
257
258
259
260
261
262
263
264
265
266
267
268
269
270
271
272
273
274
275
276
277
278
279
280
281
282
283
284
285
286
287
288
289

Babb
Babcock
Balmer
Bandner
Barash
Batt
Bellisma
Beres
Bernstein
Bickel
Bingham
Blackwater
Blanchard
BMlinc
Bolton
Bolton
Bondzeleske
Borer
Bowen
Bowman
Bradley
Bradley
Bradley
Brady
Brekke
Bricker
Brisin
Bristow
Bristow
Brown
Brusso
Cambell
Cambell
Campbell
Carnahan
Carpenter
Cechan
Chayefsky
Check
Coley
Collins
Colton
Cook
Cook
Cooper
Cosby
Costello
Covert
Craig
Crocker
Currie
D'Abella
Dare, Sr.
De Grote
Decicco
DelCotto
Delturco
Denowh

Palo Verde Regional Park Contact List (Addresses and Emails Redacted)

Joshua
Judith
Evan
Franz
Igor
Ron
Terry and Marlis
Linda
Daniel
Gayle
David
Ero
Bill
Joe C.
Boyd

Ed & Sue
Barbara
James
Josh
Cate
Norman
Lori
Barbara
Bruce
Jerry and Rita
Chuck
Alicia
Bud
Gordon
Tamara
Katie
Rose
Brenda
Wesley
Debra
Paula
Amy
Becky
Scott
Dawn
Daryll
Chuck
Stacey
Chad & Danielle
Newton
Tim

Lee
Kevin
Kim
Rebecca
Gina & Angel
Albert
Stan
Carissa
Rand
Bob

Jon

Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85139-0290

Maricopa, AZ 85138
Stanfield, AZ 85172
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Stanfield, AZ 85172-1612
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Casa Grande, AZ 85130-0107
Maricopa, AZ 85138

Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85139-0269

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85138
Tucson, AZ 85716
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Oracle, AZ 85623
Oracle, AZ 85623
Queen Creek, AZ 85142

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85138

Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85138
40363 W Novak Ln
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Tempe, AZ 85283
Tempe, AZ 85281

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85138

Pinal County

Gila River Indian Community

Pinal Partnership Western Regional OST

Mountain Bike Association of AZ

Arizona State Parks

OS&T Advisory Commission Rep

Page 5 of 10



290
291
292
293
294
295
296
297
298
299
300
301
302
303
304
305
306
307
308
309
310
311
312
313
314
315
316
317
318
319
320
321
322
323
324
325
326
327
328
329
330
331
332
333
334
335
336
337
338
339
340
341
342
343
344
345
346
347

DiCenzi
Dintini
Downing
Dryden
Durazo
Eby
Etton
Faulkner
Faulkner
Fay
Ferland
Fitzpatrick
Frank
Frank
Fullerton
Garding
Gardner
Geach
Geach
Geib
George
Gillespie
Gillespie
Glendining
Goff
Goldman
Gonzales
Goodlow
Gouse
Green
Grizzle
Guerra
Guilkey
Hadder
Hancock
Hanson
Haque
Hartman
Hawkins
Hawley
Haynes
Hazel
Heber
Hendrickson
Heun
Heun
Hier
Hines
Hoeh
Hoeh
Hoffman, Jr.
Hoover
Howle
Hull
Jackson
Janerico
Jaudon
Jaynes

Robert & Tracy
Chris
Harriette

Maria
Kristine
Jim
Debbie
Kirby
Mike
Joseph
Russ
Dan
Tina

K

Joe
Nathan
Anne
Pat
Kathy
Mary
Roger
Shelley
Charla
Charlie & Becky
Barry
Regina
JoAnn
Sally
Michelle
Harry
Carolyn
Lynn
Don
Jan

Jay C.
Kazi
Philip & Shirley Ann
Ted
Lorna
Doris
Doug
Karen
Raquel
Jyl
Gary
Jim & Georgia
Richard
Denny
Jeannie
Herman "Sonny"
Joe
Loyd
Steve
Arnold
Brian
Jim
Bruce

Palo Verde Regional Park Contact List (Addresses and Emails Redacted)

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Gold Canyon, AZ 85118

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85138

Casa Grande, AZ 85122
Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85138

Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85138
Arizona Department of Transportation
Gold Canyon, AZ 85118
20987 N John Wayne Pkwy
Maricopa, AZ 85139
BLM/Lower Sonoran Field Office
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Arizona State Land Department
Pinal County Sheriff's Office
Chandler, AZ 85249
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ

Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85138

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Ak-Chin Indian Community

Casa Grande, AZ 85122
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
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348
349
350
351
352
353
354
355
356
357
358
359
360
361
362
363
364
365
366
367
368
369
370
371
372
373
374
375
376
377
378
379
380
381
382
383
384
385
386
387
388
389
390
391
392
393
394
395
396
397
398
399
400
401
402
403
404
405

Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Johnson
Jones
Kaspar
Kaup
Kegley
Kegley
Kell
Kelley
Kelley
Kender
Kennedy
Kent
King
Koczer
Kopet
Lacey
Lacey
Lair
Lane
Lightle
Lilja

Lilja
Lockman
Lopez
Lopez
Loveland
Lowman
Lunde
Lynch
MacGillivray
Maestas
Mahaum
Marsh
Marsh
Martinez
Mathies
Matti
Matti
Mayberry
McCall
McGinnis
McNat
McNatt
Mead
Mead
Metivier
Metli-Hunter
Mickelson
Miller
Miller
Miller
Miller
Mofford
Moir

William & Monica
Mary

Bo

Mike

Mary

Caliph

John & Patricia
Mr. and Mrs. James
Dee

Don C.

Patrick

Bill

Glenda

Ed

Judy

Philip

Mary Jo

Ray and Joan
David

Patrick

Deborah
Vincent & Kirk
Jack and Connie
Dan
Yvette
Eric
Jayne
Bernette
Sonya
Michelle
Lori
M.M.
Donald
David R.
Khahlalah
Rob
Cynthia
James
Richard
Gail

Tim
Vicki
Yvonne
Michelle
Harvey
Paula
Bryan
Jane L.
Gary A.
Lee

Jim
Steve
Sharon
Steve
Ron
Cathleen
Heidi

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Casa Grande, AZ 85122
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139-0377
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Prescott, AZ 86303
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85139-0377
Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139-0240

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maraicopa AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Queen Creek, AZ 85142
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ

Casa Grande, AZ 85122
Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139

85139

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Palo Verde Regional Park Contact List (Addresses and Emails Redacted)

OS&T Advisory Commission Rep

IMBA/and or MTN Bike Rep

BLM/Lower Sonoran Field Office

Equestrian User Group

Shooting User Group
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406
407
408
409
410
411
412
413
414
415
416
417
418
419
420
421
422
423
424
425
426
427
428
429
430
431
432
433
434
435
436
437
438
439
440
441
442
443
444
445
446
447
448
449
450
451
452
453
454
455
456
457
458
459
460
461
462
463

Morris
Morse
Mundell
Myers
Newton
Ochs
Odell
Oldfield
O'Neal
Ortiz
Osborn
Otis
Owen
Palmer
Pane
Pane
Parks
Pastore
Pedace
Pence
Perez
Perkins
Peronnet
Peterson
Pettes
Ponczko
Pound
Pound
Price
Putnam
Reardon
Redding
Regers
Reiter
Rempp
Rider
Riester
Riggs
Roberts
Robstoll
Rodrigues
Rosati
Rossow
Rowell
Rowell
Ruehl
Ruehl
Ruggles
Ruhe
Sage
Salvucci
Samples
Samples
Schaefer
Schaffer
Schmaltz
Schmaltz
Schroeder

Dave
Cynthias
Jeff

Dean

David

John

Terry& Bonnie

Joe

Kerry
David

Jerry

Evan
Charlene
Henry
Nancy

Jan

Jessica
Deanna
Vincent

D

Steve
Loren R.
Phillip C. SR.
Debbie
Toni

Victor
Christian
Carol
Stephen M.
Rob

Cathy
Matthew
Joe

Darla
Kristie
Tracy
Wallace
Sean
Rebecca

J

Nathan
Bruce
Brian & Karen
Cyndi
Cindy
Steven
Doug
Chelli

Mike
Lourdes
Lowell
Wendy
Sue

Daren
Raymond F.
Erik & Jennifer

Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85138

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Casa Grande, AZ 85193

Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Casa Grande, AZ 85122

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85138

Casa Grande, AZ 85122

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Tucson, AZ 85701

Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85139

Apache Junction, AZ 85119

Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85138

Gold Canyon, AZ 85118

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Palo Verde Regional Park Contact List (Addresses and Emails Redacted)
Maricopa, AZ 85139-0160

Pinal County

Ak-Chin Indian Community

City of Maricopa

Equestrian User Group
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464
465
466
467
468
469
470
471
472
473
474
475
476
477
478
479
480
481
482
483
484
485
486
487
488
489
490
491
492
493
494
495
496
497
498
499
500
501
502
503
504
505
506
507
508
509
510
511
512
513
514
515
516
517
518
519
520
521

Scimeca
Scott
Scott
Scribner
Seals
Seaman
Seek
Sexton
Sharp
Shoaf
Shoaf
Simmonds
Simon
Simonson
Smith
Smith
Smith

St. John
Staff
Staff
Standage
Stanley
Stebbing
Stenzel
Stewart
Stitzer
Story
Story
Subick
Sullivan
Surber
Swanberg
Swanson
Sweeney
Swoboda
Tabor
Tallman
Tanaka-Rosier
Taylor
Thoresz
Thornton
Torres
Turner
Tynan
Verbegg
Villa
Vitizllo
Walker
Wallin
Warmuth
Warren
Watts
Webster
Whalin
Whitbel
Whitesel
Whitesel
Witinski

Margaret
Anne

Rick
Martin
Alexandra
Dick

Ryan
Michael
Adam
Alice

Paul D.
Mary
Tony
Chuck
Anthony
Jeff & Amber
Nancy
Lynn
David
Heather
Wayne
Greg
William
Barbara
Elizabeth
Hannah
Lorene
Craig
Steve
Linda

Erik
Curtis
David & Dana
ID

John & Sally

Leita
Kumilco
Kent
Tom
Jay
Naomi
G
Kenneth
Leon
Angela
Rick
Turner
Matthew
Tammy
Patrick and Gayleen
Dana
Jeanne
Douglas
Gene
Alan
Louise
Joe

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139-0018
Maricopa, AZ 85139-0270

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Stanfield, AZ 85172-1625
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85138

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139-0320
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85138
Apache Junction, AZ 85119

Tempe, AZ 85285-4654

Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85138

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85139

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Casa Grande, AZ 85122

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Gold Canyon, AZ 85118

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139-0140

Palo Verde Regional Park Contact List (Addresses and Emails Redacted)

Arizona State Land Department

Pinal County

National Park Service
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522
523
524
525
526
527
528
529

Wolersheim
Wolff-Krauter
Woods

Worley

Yocum

Zaleski
Zieglgansberger
Zimbelman

Palo Verde Regional Park Contact List (Addresses and Emails Redacted)

John
Kelly
Louise
Jill

Ted

Roy
Douglas
Glenn

Maricopa, AZ 85138

Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ

Maricopa, AZ 85138
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85139
Maricopa, AZ 85138

Arizona Game and Fish Department
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APPENDIX D
GRAZING ALLOTMENTS



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 10 PRINTED: 4/26/2016

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
ALLOTMENT MASTER REPORT
AZ03018 CONLEY

LLAZP04000 SONORAN DESERT NATIONAL MONU

03018 CONLEY

CUSTODIAL CATEGORY

Public Land:

90,946

Other Federal: 0 0
State: 0 0
Private: 0 0

Total:

1 CONLEY

01 PL 03 100 100 145032 0
AZ240 SONORAN DESERT NATIONAL MONUMENT  Office 100
AZ ARIZONA State 100
AZ013 MARICOPA County 95
AZ021 PINAL County 5

LLAZP04000 0200040 KEITH CATTLE LLC 4,158 0 4,158
4,158 0 4,158

END OF REPORT



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 10 PRINTED: 4/26/2016

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
ALLOTMENT MASTER REPORT
AZ03046 KIRIAN

LLAZP02000 LOWER SONORAN FO

03046 KIRIAN

CUSTODIAL CATEGORY

Public Land:

17,094

Other Federal: 0
State: 0
Private: 0 0

Total:

1 KIRIAN

01 PL 03 100 100 145032 0
AZ220 LOWER SONORAN FO Office 100
AZ ARIZONA State 100
AZ013 MARICOPA County 50
AZ021 PINAL County 50

LLAZP02000 0201240 BRETT MCNEIL 387 0 387

END OF REPORT



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 10 PRINTED: 4/26/2016

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
ALLOTMENT MASTER REPORT
AZ03053 LOWER VEKOL

LLAZP04000 SONORAN DESERT NATIONAL MONU

03053 LOWER VEKOL

CUSTODIAL CATEGORY

Public Land:

21,892

Other Federal: 0 0
State: 0 0
Private: 0 0

Total:

1 LOWER VEKOL

01 PL 03 100 100 145032 0
AZ240 SONORAN DESERT NATIONAL MONUMENT  Office 100
AZ ARIZONA State 100
AZ013 MARICOPA County 91
AZ021 PINAL County 9

LLAZP04000 0201241 BRETT MCNEIL 1,164 1,164
1,164 0 1,164

o

END OF REPORT



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 10 PRINTED: 4/26/2016

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
ALLOTMENT MASTER REPORT
AZ06174 PALO VERDE MOUNTAINS

LLAZP02000 LOWER SONORAN FO

06174 PALO VERDE MOUNTAINS

CUSTODIAL CATEGORY

Public Land: 0
Other Federal: 0 0
State: 5,159 0
Private: 0 0

0

Total:

1 PALO VERDE MOUNTAINS

02 PL 15 100 100 145016 0
AZ220 LOWER SONORAN FO Office 100
AZ ARIZONA State 100
AZ021 PINAL County 100

LLAZP02000 0200994 ROBERT SANDERS 0 0 0

END OF REPORT



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 10 PRINTED: 4/26/2016

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
ALLOTMENT MASTER REPORT
AZ03083 TABLE TOP

LLAZP04000 SONORAN DESERT NATIONAL MONU

03083 TABLE TOP

MAINTAIN CATEGORY

Public Land: 36,420 1,710

Other Federal: 0 0
State: 0 0
Private: 0 0
Total: 36,420 1,710

1 TABLE TOP

01 PL 03 100 100 145032 0
AZ240 SONORAN DESERT NATIONAL MONUMENT  Office 100
AZ ARIZONA State 100
AZ021 PINAL County 100

LLAZP04000 0201597 TABLE TOP - VEKOL RANCHES, LC 1,710 0 1,710
LLAZP04000 0202398 JOE GUZMAN, TTE, BENEFICIAL GROUP & TRUST 480 0 480
2,190 0 2,190

END OF REPORT



Public Land:

Other Federal:

State:

Private:

Total:

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 10 PRINTED: 4/26/2016

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
ALLOTMENT MASTER REPORT
AZ03085 VEKOL

LLAZP04000 SONORAN DESERT NATIONAL MONU
03085 VEKOL

U UNCLASSIFIED

N NO

CLOSED - NLCS PROC

20,848

1 VEKOL

PL 03 100 100 145032 0
SONORAN DESERT NATIONAL MONUMENT  Office 100

ARIZONA State 100
MARICOPA County 70
PINAL County 30

END OF REPORT



1 Jo | abed

‘uole|NoleD INNY @Y Ul Buipunos 0} anp JusW}O|e JO UOIIEZLIoYINE UYoes 10} SNV SAI0Y 8y} [enba Jou Aew uoiBWIO| 8|NPaydS UOHBZLIOYINY 8y} WOl SNNY 8} J0 wns ay |

8GLY JAILOV 66 8¢/20 10/€0 ERiNA e} 0S¢ 0%00020 ATTINOD 810€0
SNNY asnadhkl 9, puel pug uiBag puiy JaquinN JaquinN awep ainjsed aweN Juswio|y JequinN
oIgNd  POSd  POLAd  O0JSOAIT  O0JSOAIT  UONEZLOYINY JuBWo|IY

uoljew.oju| a|npayos uonezioyny

0 8Sly Iviol
0 8GLy G10¢/LE/E0 G20¢/8¢/20 G102/10/€0 N TVNOILVN 143S3A NVHONOS  000¥0dZV11 A 0%000¢20
SNV SINNY aleq anss| ojeq uonesndx3  ejeq aAo8Y3 9010 Buizuoyiny 20110 a)els JsquinN

papuadsng BAIOY aAlelSIuIWLpY BAlBASIUILPY uonezuoyiny

|enjoy 1enjoy

uoljew.oju| uonezioyny

VIN
A
AFTINOD

810€0

NNOW TVYNOILVYN 1d3S3d NV4ONOS  000¥0dZV11
VNOZIYV N

ATTINOD 810€0ZV

140d3¥y INJNLOTIV A9 SN AIZIFOHLNV
LINIJINIOVNVIN ANV 40 NVIHNg
9102/9¢/v0 Sjediuld AJOIY3LNI 3HL 40 INJIN1LYVd3d S31VLS Ad31INN



1 Jo | abed

‘uole|NoleD INNY @Y Ul Buipunos 0} anp JusW}O|e JO UOIIEZLIoYINE UYoes 10} SNV SAI0Y 8y} [enba Jou Aew uoiBWIO| 8|NPaydS UOHBZLIOYINY 8y} WOl SNNY 8} J0 wns ay |

/8¢ JAILOV 6 8¢/20 10/€0 J1L1VO Ge 0¥21020 NVIFIMA 9v0€0
SNNY asnadhkl 9, puel pug uiBag puiy JaquinN JaquinN awep ainjsed aweN Juswio|y JequinN
oIgNd  POSd  POLAd  O0JSOAIT  O0JSOAIT  UONEZLOYINY JuBWo|IY

uoljew.oju| a|npayos uonezioyny

0 8¢ Iviol
0 18€ £00¢/L0/20 §10¢/8¢/20 £00¢/61/10 Od4 NVHONOS d3MO’1 00020dZv 11 A 0¥210¢20
SNV SINNY aleq anss| ojeq uonesndx3  ejeq aAo8Y3 9010 Buizuoyiny 20110 a)els JsquinN

papuadsng BAIOY aAlelSIuIWLpY BAlBASIUILPY uonezuoyiny

|enjoy 1enjoy

uoljew.oju| uonezioyny

VIN
A
NVIHIM

90€0
Od NVHONOS 43MOT 00020dZvT1
VNOZIYV N

NVRIIM 9Y0€0ZV

140d3¥y INJNLOTIV A9 SN AIZIFOHLNV
LINIJINIOVNVIN ANV 40 NVIHNg
9102/9¢/v0 Sjediuld AJOIY3LNI 3HL 40 INJIN1LYVd3d S31VLS Ad31INN



1 Jo | abed

‘uole|NoleD INNY @Y Ul Buipunos 0} anp JusW}O|e JO UOIIEZLIoYINE UYoes 10} SNV SAI0Y 8y} [enba Jou Aew uoiBWIO| 8|NPaydS UOHBZLIOYINY 8y} WOl SNNY 8} J0 wns ay |

7oLl JAILOV 96 8¢/20 10/€0 J1L1VO [40] L¥21020 TOM3IAN IO €50€0
SNNY asnadhkl 9, puel pug uiBag puiy JaquinN JaquinN awep ainjsed aweN Juswio|y JequinN
oIgNd  POSd  POLAd  O0JSOAIT  O0JSOAIT  UONEZLOYINY JuBWo|IY

uoljew.oju| a|npayos uonezioyny

0 yoL‘L Iviol
0 YLl £00¢/L0/20 §10¢/8¢/20 £00¢/1¢/10 N IVNOILVN 143S3Ad NVHONOS  00070dZV11 A L¥21020
SNV SINNY aleq anss| ojeq uonesndx3  ejeq aAo8Y3 9010 Buizuoyiny 20110 a)els JsquinN

papuadsng BAIOY aAlelSIuIWLpY BAlBASIUILPY uonezuoyiny

|enjoy 1enjoy

uoljew.oju| uonezioyny

VIN
A
1OM3AN H3IMOT

€30€0

NNOW TVYNOILVYN 1d3S3d NV4ONOS  000¥0dZV11
VNOZIYV N

TOM3A 43IMOT €S0€0ZV

140d3¥y INJNLOTIV A9 SN AIZIFOHLNV
LINIJINIOVNVIN ANV 40 NVIHNg
9102/9¢/v0 Sjediuld AJOIY3LNI 3HL 40 INJIN1LYVd3d S31VLS Ad31INN



1 Jo | abed

‘uole|NoleD INNY @Y Ul Buipunos 0} anp JusW}O|e JO UOIIEZLIoYINE UYoes 10} SNV SAI0Y 8y} [enba Jou Aew uoiBWIO| 8|NPaydS UOHBZLIOYINY 8y} WOl SNNY 8} J0 wns ay |

IVd3IN3IHLE  00) 8¢/20 10/€0 J1L1VO 660020 SNIVINNOW 3AY3A O1vd 2190
SNNY asnadhkl 9, puel pug uiBag puiy JaquinN JaquinN awep ainjsed aweN Juswio|y JequinN
oIgNd  POSd  POLAd  O0JSOAIT  O0JSOAIT  UONEZLOYINY JuBWo|IY

uoljew.oju| a|npayos uonezioyny

0 0 aviol

0 020¢/8¢/20 0Loc/Lo/e0 Od4 NVYHONOS H43MO1 00020dZv 11 VA ¥660020
SNY SNNY ajeq anssj eleq uonesidxg  ajeq aAnoay3 9210 Buizuoyiny EL]liTe) QlelS JaquinN
papuadsng SOy SAlelsIulupY SAelsiulupy uonezuoyiny
[enjoy [enjoy

uoljew.oju| uonezioyny

VIN
A
SNIVLINNOW 3Ad3A Ovd

¥.190
Od NVHONOS 43MOT 00020dZvT1
VNOZIYV N

SNIVLNNOW 3Ay3IA O1vVd ¥.190Z2V

140d3¥y INJNLOTIV A9 SN AIZIFOHLNV
LINIJINIOVNVIN ANV 40 NVIHNg
9102/9¢/v0 Sjediuld AJOIY3LNI 3HL 40 INJIN1LYVd3d S31VLS Ad31INN



1 Jo | abed

‘uole|NoleD INNY @Y Ul Buipunos 0} anp JusW}O|e JO UOIIEZLIoYINE UYoes 10} SNV SAI0Y 8y} [enba Jou Aew uoiBWIO| 8|NPaydS UOHBZLIOYINY 8y} WOl SNNY 8} J0 wns ay |

1514 IAILOV

0oL 8¢/20 10/€0 3ISHOH ¥ 86¢£2020 dOl 31gavl £€80€0
[A%4 JAILOV (0[0]% 8¢/20 10/€0 ERiNA‘e] 9¢€ 86€£2020 dOol 31gvl £80€0
oLLL IAILOV g6 8¢/20 L0/€0 ERiNAve} 0S1 1651020 dOl 319vl £€80€0
SINOY asnadAl 9, pue pu3g uibag pury JaquinN JaquinN awe alnjsed aweN Juswio|y JaquinN
ollgnd  poled polied JO0)SOAIT  XO0JSOAIT  uohezuoyiny jusuio|ly
uoljewliojuj ajnpayog uoijezuoyiny
0 061°C aviol

08y 800¢/8¢/20 8661/L0/€0 W TVYNOILVYN 143S3d NVHONOS  000%0dZV11 zv 86£2020
oLLL #002/50/10 8102/82/20 8002//2/S0 N TYNOILVYN LH43S3A NVHONOS  00070dZvT1 VA4 1651020
SNY SNNY ajeq anss| ajeq uonesdxg  9)eq dAIOdYT 20140 Buizuoyiny 2010 a)els JaquinN
papuadsng SOy SAlelsIulupY SAelsiulupy uonezuoyiny

|enjoy |enjoy

uoljew.oju| uonezioyny

9102/9¢/¥0 ®¥eq uld

NNOW TVYNOILVYN 1d3S3d NV4ONOS  000¥0dZV11

dol 31gavl

VNOZIYV

dOl 319Vv.L €80€0ZV

140d3¥y INJNLOTIV A9 SN AIZIFOHLNV
LINIJINIOVNVIN ANV 40 NVIHNg
AJOIY3LNI 3HL 40 INJIN1LYVd3d S31VLS Ad31INN

VIN
A

£€80€0

N




1 Jo | abed

"uone|nNoled NNY dys Ul Buipunos 0} anp juswio|e JO Uolezuoyine Yyoes o} SNNY dAIOY 8y} [enbs jou Aew uonewloju| 8|npayos UONEZLIOYINY Sy} WoJ) SNNY dU} JO wns ay |

SINNY asnedAl 9, puel pug uibeg pury JequinN JequinN aweN ainjsed awieN uswWio|y JequinN
olIgnd  POUSd  POSd  O0ISSAIT  HO0ISOAIT  UONeZLoYINY JusWo|IY

uoljeuLIoju] d|Npayog uonezuoyny

0 0 Iviol

130d3d INJINLOTTV A9 3SN AIZIFOHLNY
INJIWIOVNVIN ANV 40 Nv3dnNg
9102/92/%0 eted juld JOI™{3LNI 3HL 40 LNJIN1¥Vd3d S31V1S d31lINN



APPENDIX E
MINING DATA
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