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Study Area
Area

• Owned by BLM
o Management per Lower 

Sonoran Decision Area 
Resource Management Plan

• 21,900 acres
• >34 square miles



Planning Process
Resource Analysis



Drive Time Analysis
Residents within 30-Minutes

• 65,858 (2010, per Census)
• 78,319 (2020)
• 96,618 (2030)
• 120,262 (2040)
• 147,532 (2050)

30-Minute Comparison
• McDowell Mtn. Regional Park

o 62,841 (2007)
• San Tan Mtn. Regional Park

o 51,775 (2007)
Attendance Comparison

• McDowell Mtn. Regional Park
o 70,992 (2016)
o 78,795 (2015)

• San Tan Mtn. Regional Park
o 146,322 (2016)
o 103,365 (2015)

(Note: Neither McDowell Mtn. nor San Tan Mtn. Regional 
Parks allow motorized recreation)



Planning Process
Recreation Activity
Evaluation



Alternative A
No Action/Existing
Authorized Conditions

• No change to land uses 
and authorized activities 
that presently occur in 
the study area



Alternative B
Minimal Change

• No Action activities
• Non-motorized primary trails

o 4' tread
o Non-motorized Zone, between 

Vekol Wash and Fresno Road
• Trailhead facilities
• Motorized and equestrian 

staging areas
• Family picnicking
• Semi-developed camp sites

o No water or electric
o Group camping

• Developed shooting range
o Replaces dispersed rifle and 

shotgun shooting in the CRMA



Alternative C
Moderate Change

• Alternative B uses
• More varied recreation 

opportunities
o Non-motorized Zone, between 

Vekol Wash and Fresno Road
o Non-motorized competitive tracks
o Equestrian riding stable and arena
o Interpretive center
o Small amphitheater
o Playground
o Developed camp sites
 Water and electric

o Shotgun range
 Skeet, trap, and sporting clays

o Archery range and field course
o Shooting sports concession



Alternative D
Most Change

• Most Alternative C uses
• Additional active core programs

o Non-motorized Zone, between 
Hwy 238 and Fresno Road

o Non-motorized interpretive and 
barrier-free trails

o Large group picnic areas
o Paintball field
o Challenge course
 Ropes course

o Zip line
o BMX
 Bike course
 Bike pump track

o RC aircraft field
o Off-leash dog area



Public Review
June 7 to July 15

• Public Meeting, June 7
• On-Line Review, June 10 – July 15
• 845 total respondents

Alternative Votes Percentage Preference for a CRMA

A – No Action 252 29.8%

B – Minimal Change 140 16.6%

C – Moderate Change 177 20.9% 70.1%

D – Most Change 275 32.5%

No Selection 1 0.1%

Total 845 100%



Draft Preferred Alternative
Middle ground of opinions and voting 
preference

• Non-motorized trail uses
o Hiking, running, biking, and equestrian
o Non-motorized Zone, between Vekol Wash and 

Fresno Road
• Motorized trail uses on authorized trails

o Except Non-motorized Zone
• Equestrian facility uses

o Except for arenas
• Interpretive uses

o interpretive center, small amphitheater, wildlife 
viewing and bird watching, and photography

• Family picnic areas and playgrounds
• Camping uses
• Shooting sports

o Except a paintball field
• Miscellaneous uses

o Geocaching, rock climbing, and an off-leash dog 
area

o Disc golf is included as an appropriate 
miscellaneous activity



Next Steps
30-Day Public Comment

• October 11 – November 10
Revisions to Draft Master Plan

• November 11 – November 26
Advisory Commission Special Mtg.

• November 29
Board of Supervisors

• December 14 (Tentative)
• December 21 (Tentative)


