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About FCG
• Site selection, economic development, 

real estate & workforce consulting 
company

• Founded by Deane Foote, CEcD
– 30+ years development experience
– Worked for Jacobs Carter-Burgess, 

Paragon Decision Resources, Fantus, 
Urbana-Champaign (IL) EDC

– Worked on site selection projects that 
created over 5,000 jobs & $900 million in 
capital investment in recent years

– Completed many successful economic 
development plans that have created 
hundreds of jobs.



Not that many 
slides…Promise!



Objectives Today

• Understanding location/expansion trends
• Look at growth sectors
• Understanding site selection criteria
• Quick “screens” of Pinal County
• Recommendations for success!



Recession has taken its toll!



West has weakened!



Weak AZ activity has shown some 
improvement



Major AZ Projects, 2009
City Co. Product Jobs Sq.Ft. Investment
Chandler Intel Computer Chips 1000+ $3 billion
Oro Valley Ventana Med Instruments 250 $100 million
Chandler Covance Clinical Trials 600 $100 million
Phoenix I/O Data Data Center 538,000
Surprise Crescent Crown Beverages 250,000
Phoenix Keller Electrical Electric Motors 125 105,000 $16 million
Mesa SolFocus Solar Reflectors 100 $2 million
Goodyear Suntech Solar PV Panels 75 80,000
Tolleson Home Depot Hardware DC 350 465,000
Phoenix Goodrich Evacuation Slides 109,000
Phoenix Climatec HVAC 103,000
Tucson APAC Call Center 101,000



Where will they locate next? 
Site Selection Reader Survey 2009 



Sectors expected to grow nationally (AZ*)


 

Renewable Energy*


 

Almost 3x growth in wind, biofuels, solar, and fuel cells (2008-2018)


 

Data Centers/Management*


 

Servers has grown from 2.6 million to 11.6 million in the past decade


 

Defense Security Systems* – cyber communications; UAV; border-related


 

Creative Media


 

Video game revenues now exceed those of music and film industries


 

Software Development*


 

Mobile devices, netbooks, “wearable” technology; very high speed computing


 

Healthcare and Medical Devices*


 

Health services, medical supplies, and device manufacturing


 

Biotechnology and Life Sciences* - Gene and stem cell research


 

Warehouse/Distribution (DC)*



Other AZ Growth Targets

• Aerospace
• Electronics/Computer Systems
• Pharmaceuticals
• Semiconductors
• Tech support centers
• Telecommunications



U.S. Clean-Energy Projected 
Growth, 2007-2017 ($US Billions)
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Top Renewable States 
Top Ranked for Building Solar Mfg 
(Source: Greentech Media)
• Oregon
• Michigan
• Arizona
• Washington
• Pennsylvania
• Ohio
• New Mexico
• Texas
• New York
• Colorado

Top Renewable Destinations #
(Source: Fdi)
• Texas - 33
• California - 20
• Illinois - 14
• Indiana - 13
• Nebraska - 10
• Iowa - 10
• New York - 10
• Pennsylvania - 10



Site Selection Criteria (by priority)

• Workforce skills
• Labor costs
• Access to markets/freight costs
• Sites/buildings
• Education/training
• Incentives 
• Utilities/infrastructure 
• Quality of life/relocation potential



Pinal Co “Screen”



Pinal Co “Screen”



Pinal Co “Screen”
• Site/Building Search 

– Went to: www.pinalcountyaz.gov
– Used: AZ Prospector
– Found: 126 - total properties

• If client needed: 50 acres or 300,000 sq.ft. 
with rail
– 22  sites
– 5  rail served
– 2 buildings – no rail



Recommendations
• Budget for success – 3 year minimum!
• Complete “Asset Inventory”
• Do Strategic Plan

– Strength & weakness analysis
– Workforce analysis
– Target industry analysis
– Cost/condition comparison reports
– Marketing strategy

• Begin implementation
– Prospecting to create new jobs & tax base!



Stay Alert for those Projects! 
…Questions?



For more information, contact:

Mr. Deane Foote, CEcD
Foote Consulting Group, LLC

(480) 399-4854
deane@footeconsulting.com

www.footeconsulting.com

mailto:deane@footeconsulting.com
http://www.footeconsulting.com/
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